
 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mitch Merry
113 Southview Ave
Charles City, IA 50616
 
646-770-1072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Childers
610 Vernon Ave.
Madison, WI 53714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta  Reynolds
16 Soundview Drive
Shelton, CT 06484



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toni Bowman
9 Linabary Lane
Chester, NJ 07930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jared Kloth
63 Deerfield road
Attleboro, MA 2703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Binkley
6325 Garden Road
Apt 103
Maumee, OH 43537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mrs. Lori Snyder
962 Centennial Rd.
New Oxford , PA 17350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mateja Presern
1 Blackfriars road
Glasgow, ot G1 1PZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Hever
416 Firefly Road
Holly Springs, NC 27540
 
919-363-2466



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas  Brenner
512 Bella St.
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Colleen Roots
9655 Hastings Dr
Columbia, MD 21046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jace Mande
3355 Spring Mtn. Road
#63
Las Vegas, NV 89102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Davis
905 E. Oregon St.
Urbana, IL 61801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roxanne Williams
401 S Pegasus Ave
Clearwater, FL 33765



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
83 Bancroft Road
Northampton, MA 01060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antonio Dias
171 Cedar Island Road
Narragansett, RI 02882



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Vasily
306 Rogers Road
Norristown, PA 19403
 
610-631-9729



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Bruno
312 Bellis Court
Bridgewater, NJ 08807



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Johnston
1303 Augustine Ct.
College Station, TX 77840



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda McMullin
6936 W Dogwood St
Springfield, MO 65802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Deacy
744 Claremore Drive
West Palm Beach, FL 33401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
keefe nghe
1213 Cardigan Ave.
ventura, CA 93004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katie Schwoerer
714 Evans Court
Basalt, CO 81621



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
fairlee gamble
80 Lyme Road, Apt. 273
hanover, NH 03755



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Waine
80 School St.
Taunton, MA 02780



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Lynn Hanley
137 Riverside Drive
New York, NY, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
gigi ray
1612 briarwood blvd
arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janis Booth
294 Union Street
janis.booth@gmail.com
Simcoe, ON N3Y 2B8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danette Hörberg
81 rue du Pavillon
Vence, ot 06140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mesha Wright
4300 Sharon Road
Charlotte, NC 28211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristin Green
PO Box 767
Sailt, MI 49783



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Woolery
2915 SE Monroe St.
Milwaukie, OR 97222



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Lohr
17542 E 98th Way
commerce city, CO 80022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Camila Cossio
1522 Haven Lock Dr
Houston, TX 77077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Finazzo
1070 North Shore Drive W
Orono, MN 55364



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hilda Andrews
10205 SW 89 St
Miami, FL 33176



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deb Sands
108 Reigstad St
Deforest, WI 53532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larry Lambeth
2635 W. Alta
Springfield, MO 65810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellie Gillespie
59 Wildcat Rd
Madison, CT 06443



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giuseppina Bertani
Via Tanzi 3
Parma, OH 43125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candice Baynes
Derwent Avenue
London, ot EN48LZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lela Perkins
15109 50th Ave SE
Everett, WA 98208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Serra
2181 Perrine Rd
Martinsville, NJ 08836



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evan Jane Kriss
26 Cloud View Road
Sausalito, CA 94965



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
RickI Newman
617 Prince Dr.
Newburgh, IN 47630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Madeleine Fisher Kern
162 South Orange Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shaun Levin
787 Lakeshore Drive
Redwood City, CA 94065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Holmander
125 Signal Ridge Way
East Greenwich, RI 02818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sean Manchester
19 Trinity Parkway
Providence, RI 02908



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta Struthers
The orchard, blairdrummond
Stirling, ot Fk94xe



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Shaughnessy
7308 N Skyveiw PL A208
Tacoma, WA 98406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Henk-J Land
IJdoorn 123
Zaandam, ot 1503 HE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Hill
260 Brock Bridge Road
Laurel, MD 20724



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Sandritter
3 Ashwood Mall
Old Bridge, NJ 08857



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Ferriera
3148 Mt Diablo St
Concord, CA 94518



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mitch Merry
113 Southview Ave
Charles City, IA 50616
 
646-770-1072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Querido Galdo
3009 E. 29th Street
Oakland, CA 94601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Foster
607 Fitchett Road
Napanee, ON K7R 3K8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Goodness
317 Sundridge Dr (upper)
Upper, NY 14228



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Hathaway
5107 Passons Boulevard
Pico Rivera, CA 90660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joyce  niksic
Your Street
Hammond, IN 46323



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kyle Dacey
31 Shy Creek Road
Pittstown, NJ 08867



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Agnes Dynein
Paradisgatan
Gislaved, ot 33232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S Buckley
3333 East Bayaud Ave.
Denver, CO 80209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Worth
P.O. Box 2863
Palos Verdes, CA 90274



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Lindholdt
1304 Westwood Lane
Sandpoint, WA 99224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriel Axel
Your Street
Givatayim, ot 1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karla Zirbes
W7671 Wisconsin Ave
Hortonville, WI 54944



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phillip Anderton
Winston Avenue
Poole, ot BH12 1PD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Parris
1203 N. Wheeling Rd
Mount Prospect, IL 60056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Coates
Route 46
Parsippany, NJ 07054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Iverson
309 Fernleaf Ave Unit C
Corona Del Mar, CA 92625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Simon
Your Street
New York, NY 10075



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Hafer
6726 SE 80th Ave
Portland, OR 97206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Brown
2535 26th Ave NE
Hickory, NC 28601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helena Heffinger-Hernandez
1362 Meadows Blvd
SAME
Weston, FL 33327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Flinkstrom
76 Wares Rd
Ashby, MA 01431
 
9783865340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emilie Bertin
Your Street
Besan$on, ot 25000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brandi Burke-Hicks
7517 Swan Point Way
Columbia, MD 21045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Olsen
335 NW 50th St.
Seattle, WA 98107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecilia Olea
Enrique Barrón 630 - Barranco
Lima, ot 01247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Brewer
409 Aurora Street
Marietta, OH 45750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecilia Olea
Enrique Barrón 630 - Barranco
Lima, ot 01247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
cindy moczarney
2314 N. 76th Court
Elmwood Park, IL 60707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Phillips
Paramedic
1109 Rear Main
Boonville, MO 65233
 
(660) 882-7813



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Pasholk
113 High Street
Neenah, WI 54956



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Rolbeck
2768 Countryside Dr.
Placerville, CA 95667



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonia Rego
Your Street
Palm Coast, FL 32137



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Conrad
1108 E. 10th
Kansas City, MO 64106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Allie Tennant
4763 Nottingham Dr
Ft Myers, FL 33905



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana McDevitt
815 Sunnyside Ave
Charlotte , NC 28204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Cox
46 A Park ST.
Franklin, NH 03235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Leake
Your Street
Sacramento, CA 95818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
vicki  ginoli
727 Bryn Mawr
springfield , IL 62703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alecia Finley
3350 Thomas st.
Fairbanks, AK 99709



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philippe Charrier
Your Street
Rennes, ot 35000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Randall Herzon
1819 H St.
Eureka, CA 95501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelsey Baker
9 Driftwood Ave
San Francisco, CA 94122
 
4155996672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Arnone
103 Titleist Circle
Savannah, GA 31419



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg  & Shara  Johnson
1214 pleasant st
Indpls, IN 46203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Wakefield
3054 Highway 20
Newport, OR 97365



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
vicki  ginoli
727 Bryn Mawr
springfield , IL 62703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Broad
8 Bovingdon Road
Birmingham, ot B35 6QD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jared Howe
4107 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way S
Seattle, WA 98108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Beckman
4771 REDBLUFF CIRCLE
IRVINE, CA 92604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Peterson
183 Timberview Dr
Troy, MI 48084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Jackson
4 Regent Road
Lowestoft, ot NR32 1PA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ewa Piasecka
Mickiewicza 27
Warsaw, ot 1562



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley McArthur`
6 Ashley Court, Boundary Street
Boundary Street
Lincoln, ot LN5 8PQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nilda Sagardua
western ave
Brighton, MA 02135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Higgins-Bisnett
807 Maple Ave
Rockville, MD 20850



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
L Sherwood
Your Street
Bham, WA 98229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lila  Cahue
Ret 810 No 18 Col Centinela
Ciudad de Mxico , ot 4450



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ines Vasquez
Ave. Aristides Calvani, Conj. Res. Mi Guarimba, Qta. Csiti, Los
Caracas, Venezuela, ot 1071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
gwenn meltzer
1847 Constitution Av
506
woodlyn, PA 19094



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Dorer
4869 Pardee Ave
Apt/Suite
Fremont, CA 94538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Murphy
1407 Portage St. NW Apt H
North Canton, OH 44720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
christian hartleben
732 Spring Lane
philadelphia, PA 19128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Grant
Lupin Drive
Cannock, ot WS12 4UR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marielle Harris
Your Street
Hastings On Hudson, NY 10706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carla Wheeler
429 North Street
Vinita, OK 74301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Moira Henderson
20 Duncan Street
Kirkcaldy , United Kingdom KY2 5QH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toby Dunbar
PO Box 604
Kaslo, BC V0G1M0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Lee
503-2633 E Broadway
Vancouver, BC V5M4G6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
vicki  ginoli
727 Bryn Mawr
springfield , IL 62703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Landis
your street
Los Angeles, CA 91607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iona Main Stewart
Brombaerranken 217 st th Tornbjerg
Odense SOE, ot 5220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mitch Merry
4107 13th Place NE
4107 13th Place NE
Washington, DC 20017
 
646-770-1072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Watts
3756 Marburg Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonja Lutz
Rue De Sevres
Colombes, ot 92000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Diss
Your Street
Shelby Twp, MI 48316



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
judith arayaes
2628 Juan St
san diego, CA 92110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Ruopp
9631 S Vanderpoel Av`
Chicago, IL 60643



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mitch Merry
4107 13th Place NE
Washington, DC 20017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Perkins
250B S. Maple Avenue
Apt. 7
Oak Park, IL 60302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Allen
3743 WAKEFOREST ST
Houston, TX 77098



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louise Wallace
9201 Christopher Street
Fairfax, VA 22031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Josepj Fysz
251 Clay St.
Trenotn, NJ 8611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Domke
1301 Thorndale
Chicago, IL 60660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elsa Casta1eda R)gagnon
Your Street
Queretaro,  76000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karola Windweh
Offenbacher-Landstraße 28
Hainburg, ot 63512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daviann McClurg
2036 Harold Ave
Salina, KS 67401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Durkee
your street
Vancouver, WA 98664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melanie Etherington
36 Novello Street
London, ot SW6 4jB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Spryte Heithecker
390 Page Street
San Francisco, CA 94102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I'm encouraged that Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is proactively taking steps
to shield vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. These protections
will align with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent
efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the council to specifically designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Camhi
4 Fallen Leaf Way
Novato, CA 94949



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ms. Debbie Koundry
61 Oakley Lane
Waltham, MA 02452



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rodrigo Garcia
Your Street
Mexico DF, ot 5100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bret Polish
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margarita Rosberg
J.M.Folch i Torres 21
Cabrils, ot 8348



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deabby Banderas
3609 W 79 Place
Chicago, IL 60652



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Koenig
1433 1St Ave
New York, NY 10021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tia Pearson
P.O.box 861697
wahjiawa, HI 96786



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rox Matra
Your Street
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Stevens
1501 Marcy Pl
Philadelphia, PA 19115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andres Helo
Your Street
Bogota, FL 33154



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Novelo
Rafael Garcia Auly 64
Veracruz, ot 91910



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caitlin Schneider
1824 Grant Avenue
Seaford, NY 11783



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michel Polo
Terrasse Poudrier
Lavaltrie, QC J5T 3H7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Hillen
Po Box 437
Romney, WV 26757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Gould
3323 N Paulina
Chicago, IL 60657



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Trentlyon
409 West 21st Street
New York, NY 10011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Savard
5138 Spruce St.
Laona, WI 54541



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alicia Srinivas
170 W 78th St.
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candace Rocha
2431 Altman St.
Los Angeles, CA 90031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Nahay
1013 Rosemere Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katrin  Rosinski
30710 Normal
Roseville, MI 48066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dwayne Munar
Your Street
Waianae, HI 96792



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Junko Deguchi
Your Street
Bilgola, ot 2107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Purbrick-Illek
255 West Vista Ave. S.
Salem, OR 97302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Cody
308 Illinois Street
Eagle River, WI 54521



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Derek Demane
31 Wanzer Hill RD
Sherman, CT 06784



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
I. Engle
605 Bosque St.
Village of Tularosa, NM 88352



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Krygier
321 Woodward Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie Magyar
Sunnebuelstrasse 76
Volketswil,  8604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bing York
Your Street
Mendocino, CA 95460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Marston
your street38011 calle confite
murrieta, CA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Soucy
64 Lucien
Montreal, QC h9e1r6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katlin Harwood
6243 Case Ave.
Grand Blanc, MI 48439



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Abrahams
 
Hereford,  HR1 4RF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marla Spellenberg
5 Old Farm Lane
Pepperell, MA 01463



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miranda Schubert
 
New York, NY  New York



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luciana Fassio
Your Street
S.ColombanoBelmonte, NY 10080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mizzi Grogno
Dr Roux
Chelles, ot 77500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
georgia carver
2628 Furmint
rancho cordova, CA 95670



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Parkinson
3415 Bryce Drive
Lake Stevens, WA 98258



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Poessel
1620 N 200 E
North Logan, UT 84341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Duncan
Your Street
Roanoke, VA 24015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Tarantino
401 82 Nd Street
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jerry Curow
Po Box 941
Searchlight, NV 89046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Linzmeier
950 E. Wilmette Rd.
Palatine, IL 60074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
john papandrea
110 West 90 Street
New york, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ramiro Abal
9405 Fontainebleau Blvd
Miami, FL 33172



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Garoutte
10406 E. Manzanita Trail
Dewey, AZ 86327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hauke Schneider
Baker Street 221
Los Angeles, CA 90293



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Bowen
73460 Feather Trail
Palm Desert, CA 92260



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Howard J. Seigel
1923 Se 58
Portland, OR 97215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Laumeister
77 West 68 Street
Apt 4D
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tatiana Scavnicky
3203 Grayson
Ferndale, MI 48220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Harrison
34 Hunter St.
Kingston, NY 12401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marguerite Cordell
44 Heddle Rd
Lancefield, AK 34350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle  MacKenzie
2607 Graceland Ave
San Carlos, CA 94070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Havvah Hengst-Pikalek
4586 S. 20th St.
Milwaukee, WI 53221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stefon Lira
PO Box 1818
Salisbury , NC 28144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Azzara
Private
Jupiter, FL 33478



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Azzara
Private
Jupiter, FL 33478



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Osalyn Houser
2990 NW Sunny Lane
Albany, OR
Albany, OR 97321



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte  Gysemberg
Kattenberg
Antwerpen,  2140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanne  Held-Warmkessel
110 Santa Anita dr
North Wales , PA 19454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gordon James
4706 Aspen Court
Charlotte, NC 28210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Reback
1606 N. Avenue 55
Los Angeles, CA 90042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juli Kring
12400 Brookglade Cr 42
Houston, TX 77099



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zoi Morgan
 
den haag,  2587ck



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane  Papin
Your Street
Silver City, NM 88061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frauke Lympius
Tulpenweg 4
Luebeck, ot 23558



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Isherwood
5945 W Parker Road
Plano, TX 75093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Georg Obermayr
Laurentiusweg 2a
Mainburg, ot 84048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Walker
501 N Chippewa Dr
Chandler, AZ 85224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lisa  graham
23560 Oneida St
oak park, MI 48237



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deirdre Balaam
4 Admiralty Wood
Perth, ot PH1 3XW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wanda Bogacka
733 Wyncrest Drive
Cranbury, NJ 08512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Martin
107 1st Ave N
Frederic, WI 54837



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Hill Alexander
1871 SW I Court
Richmond, IN 47374



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adrienne Neff
4580 Broadway Apt 5F
New York, NY 10040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Henning
PO Box
Sedona, AZ 86351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucie Tissot
11 Rue Des Chardonnerets
Val Des Monts, QC j8n 5c3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susanne Carpenter
2004 Winding Lake Crt
Virginia Beach, VA 23456



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonnie Maloney
3
Ball Ground, GA 30107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Cardinali
10050 E Rayann Pl
Guest House
Tucson, AZ 85749



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
FELICIA WADE
Your Street
AMBOY, IL 61310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Masia Perales
2, rue Jules Ferry
Eaubonne, ot 95600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Rago
1649 Canal St
Northampton, PA 18067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol  Devoss
Your Street
St, IL  Charles



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Meade
5 Hibernia Row
Holyhead, ot LL65 1EW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bill Black
111 Greenhill Road
Paisley, ot PA3 1RD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Isherwood
5945 W Parker Road
Plano, TX 75093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Weber
8330 SW GREENWAY,  Apt. 61
Beaverton, OR 97008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Thomas
100 Imperial Dr W  #301
100 Imperial Dr W  #301
West St Paul, MN 55118
 
5076509678



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elke Jacobi
Goerdelerstr
Hamburg, ot 21031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele LaPorte
Barrington Road
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ricardo Vaz
Lisbon
Lisbon, AL 1700



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Peale
5 Worth Hilll Lane
Aston, PA 19014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
donna towne
2651 NW 12th Street
meridian, ID 83646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Wighman
Your Street
Sylmar, CA 91392



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brett O'Donnell
 1734 Carriage Court
Severn, MD 21144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
logan welde
36
ardmore, PA 19003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
janet forman
351 West 24 Street
apt 12c
New York, NY 10011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriela Velasquez
2201 Tsushima St.
Hercules, CA 94547



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Adams
Your Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Braunsberger
842 17th Ave. N
St Petersburg, FL 33704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johanna van Emst
Het Oude Raadhuis 29
Soest, ot 3761AW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Rokas
Your Street
Eastpointe, MI 48021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronnie Perry
45-1050 Anoi Rd
A2
Kaneohe, HI 96744



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonie Jones
58 Gloucester Rd
bishopston
Bristol, ot bs7 8bh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Preston Huey
Your Street
Washigton, DC 20005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine  cuttler
22 southern slope drive
Millburn, NJ 07041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Crowley
8095 Birch
Taylor, MI 48180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gynette Cathey
509 Lincoln St
Elsberry, MO 63343



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mary zack
Ridgedale Dr. N.
worthington, OH 43085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Messick
Your Street
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Matafin
2141 Ridge Rd S  
Largo, FL 33778



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Alexander
Your Street
wake forest, NC 27587



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regina  Esquivel-Obregý_n
30 E 62 St
New York, NY 10065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Berlan
Your Street
Garfield, NJ 07026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deirdre Brownell
333 Andover dr. Apt. 108
Burbank, CA 91504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
bob hammond
Your Street
Sisters, OR 97759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Cudsko
1216 K Nakomis Dr NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie McCuen
1825 Fairmount Av. S.
Salem, OR 97302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Wilbur
Your Street
Sitka, AK 99835



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miriam Slater
Your Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Whitnell
your street
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roxana Mastronardi
Vilegas 450
san martin, ot 1650



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jon Kosiak
2017 w 98th st
Bloomington, MN 55431



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Hoben
1724 Peyton Ave #G
USA
Burbank, CA 91504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jontonian Battleaxe
321 Sprung Ln
Limon, CO 80828



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annabelle Sharma
86 Ixora Ave
Eccles
Guyana,  11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Davidson
435 Valley view Road
Englewood, NJ 7631



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Constance Pennington
102 Arlington
102 Arlington
Danville, IL 61832



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Withrow
2940 1/2 Elm Street
Los Angeles, CA 90065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah King
1104 Mobley Walk Ct
Columbus, GA 31904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mari Mennel  Bell
1524 Bayview Dr.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Wilson
Your Street
Coral Gables, FL 33134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
BIANCA BENINCASA
Your Street
Bethesda, MD 20814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte Lundemo
597 Warrior Trail
Jackson, MS 39216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeremy Spencer
551 Arguello Boulevard
Pacifica, CA 94044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr Nic  Duong
3009 Daimler
Santa Ana , CA 92705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jose  Leroux
29 Bellevue
Montreal , QC h3y1g4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Frey
Your Street
Franklin, TN 37069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aaron Ucko
Your Street
Washington, DC 20008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Bullis
13 Bonney Ln Apt 22
Mansfield, MA 02048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Beckerman
Your Street
Santa Ynez, CA 93460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Kreher
Sakrower Landstr. 127a
Berlin, ot 14089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
stew schrauger
7717 E. Broken Wagon Way
prescott valley, AZ 86314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christy Greene
45 Lexington Pkwy S 12
Saint Paul, MN 55105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abby Spitzer
119 Penfield Ave, Croton, N.y.
croton, NY 10520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Jones
Bradshaw avenue
Manchester,  M20 3FF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabrielle Moyer
 
sharpsville, PA 16150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dena Easterly
your street
your city, MO 65804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Swain
Your Street
Swansea, ot SA8 3DA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan-André Strand
your street
Oslo, ot 1181



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Hartwick
807 Hooker Rd
Karns City, PA 16041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Matriscino
1090 Cork Rd.
Victor, NY 14564



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Fisher
10414 SW Bonanza Way
Tigard, OR 97224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Bongiorno
Your Street
Valley Stream, NY 11580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carl Anderson
1602 Speedway Rd
Verona, WI 53593



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cleo Borac
Your Street
Pacifica, CA 94044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Macina
510 shelby street
Sandusky, OH 44870



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Volkmar Vogt
Your Street
Berlin, DE 10247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luciano Meoni
via Tuscolana n.885
Rome, ot 00174



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Weisensee
3706 Hempland Rd
Mountville, PA 17554



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Canada has already done it, and their fisheries are coming back!  I am encouraged that
the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such protections would be
in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent
efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Yardley
Your Street
silver City, NM NM



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MIKE DABROWSKI
Your Street
WPB, FL 33409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mikki Chalker
119 Prospect St
Binghamton, NY 13905



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhoda Levine
Your Street
New York, NY 10003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stanley Becker
370 West Broadway
Apt 3C
Long Beach, NY 11561



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Stawinoga
Your Street
South Holland, IL 60473



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert and Donna Janusko
1329 Eaton Ave
Bethlehem, PA 18018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hera Gerber
13482 Mason Village Ct.
St. Louis, MO 63131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom & Patricia Moreland
4863 Mason
Port Townsend, WA 98368



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wayne  Person
537 Norwood Road
Mount Laurel , NJ 8054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Slabas
4844 N. Sayre
CHICAGO, IL 60656



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gustavo Gomes
avenida da joana
Lisboa, IA 28812



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fatima Baker
Your Street
Cambridge, MD 21613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Perera
Andarawatta Road
Colombo, ot colombo 5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Doane
3635 NW 12th Ave.
Camas, WA 98607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Hildreth
154 Westchester Ave
Rochester, NY 14609



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Montapert
1375 Ficus Way
Ventura, CA 93004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
she spe
2212 Sw 4th St
gresham, OR 97080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miho Reed
Your Street
Sammamish, WA 98075



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stuart Sdonnelly
Edgehill rd
Glasgow, ot g117jb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Ward
900 SE Park Crest Avenue, G92
G92
Vancouver, WA 98683



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beate Ruchatz-Halmer
Your Street
Alfter, ot 53347



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hildy Ismail
401 golden isles dr
Hallandale , FL 33009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Seckendorf
16 Towners Road
Carmel, NY 10512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MIKE DABROWSKI
Your Street
WPB, FL 33409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberley Buckley
Your Street
Your City, CA 92804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralf Lenhard
Dörrenbachstr. 15
St. Ingbert,  66386



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia  Elizondo
Your Street
San Antonio , TX 78214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jutta Seidl
Am Alten Stein 1
Alzenau, ot 63755



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Cruder
Your Street
Elizabeth, CO 80107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danielle Hill
Your Street
Saugus, CA 91350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Johnson
2 Twelfth Avenue
Blyth, ot NE24 2PY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Justin Small
5-B Notre Dame Street
Westfield, MA 01085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia De Lara
1735 angel falls st
Las Vegas, NV 89142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Marcus
your street
Houston , TX 77040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dostana Ljusic
36 Cascade Lake Rd
Warwick, NY 10990



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antonia & andrew Chianis
P.O. Box 836
Blue Jay, CA 92317



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J.B. Johnson-Allen
Your Street
Danville, KY 40422



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber Tidwell
2420 1/2 N. Beachwood Dr
Los Angeles, CA 90068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Carter
Your Street
Antioch, IL 60002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Thomas
Flat 2
24 Thetford Road
New Malden, ot KT3 5DT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Harper
2616 Cordelia Road
Los Angeles, CA 90049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Clemens
Your Street
shillington, PA 19607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Diaz
972 Monet Cir
Walnut Creek, CA 94597



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taraneh Schamsai
Hamburg
Hamburg, ot 20537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Bedingfield
3901 Battleground Ave
Greensboro, NC 27410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Nelson
608 Chardonnay Lane
Crystal Lake, IL 60014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frode Jacobsen
7721 Paddock Way
Windsor Mill, MD 21244



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bryna Fuchslocher
your street
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ilona Vaupel
Bergstr. 8
Willroth, ot 56594



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aditi Sundarajan
1105 ashhurst
Mckinney, TX 75071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lena Smith
your street
Uppsala, ot 75449



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Aukerman
your street
Burgettstown, PA 15021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Cottrell
Your Street
Woodsfield, OH 43793



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Sanocki
18342 E Woodcroft St
Azusa, CA 91702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorraine Gauthier
 
Sabattus, ME 4280



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Kite
Brown Street
new york, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adja Catalano
Your Street
Wilmington, NC 28403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jay Schneider
831 E Orangewood Ave
Apt C220
Anaheim, CA 92802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patti Krieger
your street
alexandria, VA 22306



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Scott
15930 Bayside Pointe West
Fort Myers, FL 33908



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonie Jones
58 Gloucester Rd
bishopston
Bristol, ot bs7 8bh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillian Bell
961 Honokahua Pl.
Honolulu, HI 96825



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcello Franchini
Your Street
Serramazzoni, IA 41028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Richner
Your Street
Smithville, MO 64089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Soares
R.olival, 50
Lisbon, ot 1750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lowell Palm
419 Fifth Street
Not-Set
Washington Court House, OH 43160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evette Garcia
your street
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Collins
210 Mckenzie Avenue
Rich Creek, VA 24147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
zelma fishman
your street
los osos, CA 93402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Simone Oliva
via Arcobaleno 5
Pesaro, ot 61122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J. D. King
Your Street
Remsen, NY 13438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James A. Tremblay
229 Melvin Avenue South
Morrisville, PA 19067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stuart Sdonnelly
Edgehill rd
Glasgow, ot g117jb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alicia Powell
P.O. Box 4621
Cave creek, AZ 85327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clover Seely
335 Mill St apt K
Grass Valley, CA 95945



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fw Dustin
957 Arapaho Dr.
walsenburg, CO 81089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Bardo
702 Appalachian dr apt
Blacksburg, VA 24060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tony Brewer
3225 E Baseline Rd Apt 1075
Gilbert, AZ 85234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Butler
your street
Hedgesville, WV 25427



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vina MacGillivray
1 Lord Somerset, 205 Main Road 3 Ancher Bay
205 Main Rd, 3 Anchor Bay
Cape Town,  8005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Weinberger
15 Lancaster Ave.
Maplewood, NJ 07040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harvey Reed
Your Street
Detroit, MI 48216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Lemkuil
2410 Mirro Dr.
Manitowoc, WI 54220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peg LeClair
10 Davis Street
Lee, MA 01238



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Molly Jackson
Hwy 411
Benton, TN 37307



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alfred Yii
Vulture St
West end, ot 4101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margie Willis
3205 Renick
St. Joseph, MO 64507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Wilkinson
Your Street
Long Beach, CA 90808



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mercedes Rizo
726 Bluemountain St
Coquitlam, ID V3J 4S2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Kentor
7020 245th Ave E
Buckley, WA 98321



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Kemish
3200 TullioWay
Henderson, NV 89052



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Stewart
 
Sebring, FL 33875



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lowell Palm
419 Fifth Street
Not-Set
Washington Court House, OH 43160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvonne Prete
112 Centre Street
Brookline, MA 2446



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Hohman
209 n. Vanessa dr
Pleasant Gap, PA 16823



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie Burks
8542 Trumbauer Dr.
Wyndmoor, PA 19038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Boggs
# 2 Lazy Ridge Rd.
Elkview, WV 25071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ernest Mendible
Your Street
Ft Myers, FL 33967



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chelsea Sapp
Your Street
High point, NC 27265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shaheen Nauman
C-1/3, Maymar View Apts,
Block 17, Gulshan-e-Iqbal
Karachi, ot 75300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosa Santos
Your Street
Lousada,  4620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Megan Fortune
 
Los Angeles, CA 90025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Schmidt
2449 Scaup Pl
De Leon Springs, FL 32130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andi Gibson
77 Norwood Terrace
Holyoke, MA 01040
 
425-512-7984



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.  Please do the right thing.
 
Frances Rove
65 Le Mans Court
Prairie Village , KS 66208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Mallon
Your Street
Philadelphia, PA 19128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Thomas
Flat 2
24 Thetford Road
New Malden, ot KT3 5DT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Gazzola
236-B Edgewater Park
Bronx, NY 10465



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bill Rehberg
10315 S.E. 16th st
Bellevue , WA 98004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janis Sawyer
486 Forest St
Santa Rosa Bch, FL 32459



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Dwyer
8 Millstream Court
Clark Mills, NY 13321



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Petra Mueller
Lambergstr. 22
Traunstein, ID 83278



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Yborra
Your Street
Wilmington, DE 19801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Richards
4479 Province Line Road
Princeton, NJ 08540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Werner
your street
Hamden, CT 6514



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Peterson
4735 Tara Woods Dr E
Jacksonville, FL 32210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Powell
 
Toronto,  M6G3H1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jolie Shanoian
810 Taylor Ave N
Nbr 123
Seattle, WA 98109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Dinice-Tomasko
109 Crestwood
Bethany, CT 6524



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barb Rysdale
Firelane 3
Port Colborne, ON L3K 5V3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corey Schade
309 Sunset Avenue, #102
Asbury Park, NJ 07712



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Shilko
7004 N W 77th st
Kansas City , MO 64152



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deanne O'Donnell
137 Ron Drive
Derry, PA 15627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carrie Mack
16340 Wayne
Livonia, MI 48154



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelley Sierra-Grubbs
6527 Bellfield Manor Ln
Houston, TX 77084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aimee Millensifer
Your Street
Denver, CO 80231



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Wilkinson
Your Street
Long Beach, CA 90808



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Rebello
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90019



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Apodaca-Cahalane
117 Bennet St
Apt B5
Highland Park, NJ 08904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Rowe
Your Street
Loveland, CO 80537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liv Michaelson
1364 Dahlia St
Denver, CO 80220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Eastman
91 Matawanakee Trail
Littleton, MA 01460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Foley Jr
33 Water Street FL 2
Attleboro, MA 2703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margherita Cavani
62 Sartors Av
Torbay - North Shore, CA 94660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gitte D. Fjordbo
 
Frederiksvaerk,  3300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pela Tomasello
621 Windham St
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renata Aranibar
Your Street
Belo Horizonte, ot 30640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie Turner
3233 Valley Ridge Dr
Eagan, MN 55121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Carrillo
your street
San Bruno, CA 94066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Trenk
14 Pomona Ave.
Towaco, NJ 07082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caitlin Burke
110 Hudson Avenue
Ridgefield Park, NJ 7660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
As an avid fisherman and concerned citizen, and a researcher of sustainable fisheries at
Skidmore College, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is
taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral
ecosystems. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew Schneller
171 York Ave
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Uly Silkey
3810 Laguna Ave
Oakland, CA 94602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Peters
3325 N Arlington Heights Rd Ste 500
Arlington Heights, IL 60004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paolo Marcoli
your street
Lonato del Garda,  25017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mike kaufman
your street
st.paul, MN 55107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Bearden
1809
Raleigh, NC 27612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Keenan
7 Merlin Close
wilnecote
Tamworth, ot B77 5PD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karina Black
1023 Forest Ave
Boulder, CO 80304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Lawton
847 west Spain. St
Sonoma, CA 95476



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Durkin
Your Street
Wigan, ot WN3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Dahl
49 115th Ave
, MN 55319



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jess Russell
112 SOuth Main St.,
Stowe, VT 05672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debi Ludwig
134 Main Street
Apt. 101
Racine, WI 53403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Reinke
your street
Bellingham, WA 98225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Gould
7718 Lafayette Forest Dr
Annandale, VA 22003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Lines
7605 W. 115th St.
Overland Park, KS 66210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Kautz
Your Street
Haddam, CT 6438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nikki Rasmusen
333A Featherston Street
Palmerston North, ot 4413



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eddie McKinney
421 Hillcrest Drive
Holton, KS 66436



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Dunn Lee
your street
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Artur Azizkhanian
739 Oaktree Lane
San Marcos, CA 92069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcella Stupin
Your Street
Stone Mountain, GA 30083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica Drake
1209 S West Street
Arlington, TX 76010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
SAMANTHA PETRIE
 
SEA-TAC, WA 98198



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nina Aronoff
Your Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvetta Williams
Knollview Dr
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Thomas
Flat 2
24 Thetford Road
New Malden, ot KT3 5DT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
E C
Your Street
Your City, NJ 07470



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jj Eck
Your Street
CHandler, AZ 85286



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Saul Reichlin
 
London,  N87EP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicky Brandt
28 W. 10th St. 4R
New York, NY 10011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirley Elliott
79Redpath Ave.
Toronto, ON M4S 2J9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesse Kozak
Your Street
Hayward, WI 54843



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clare-Marie Waldon
 
Cm13ew,  Cm13ew



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Snyder~Baldonado
your street
Winston-Salem, NC 27107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Franck
19 Raritan Ave Apt B5
Highland Park, NJ 8904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
norman hines
Your Street
simsbury, CT 6070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eduardo Casado Fernández
Foso 95
Aranjuez, ot 28300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Stephens
 
scottsdale, AZ 85251



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David  Blanding
Suffolk Street
Lowell , MI 49331



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Kline
276 1/2 Bolivar
rear apt
Bradford, PA 16701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia henderson
your street
Las Vegas, NV 89131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cody LePow
your street
Ojai, CA 93023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cody LePow
your street
Ojai, CA 93023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francisca Correia
Rua 18
Nº1332, 1º Esquerdo
Espinho, ot 4500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alana Mawson
Pob 7246
St. Thomas, WI 801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicholas Seaman
16 Benfield Ave, Mt Albert
Auckland, ot 1025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Robertson
your street
your city,  B91 2AX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Polina Safronova
13 Zelyonaya st.
Kolomna, ot 140410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helene Rosen
92 Grandview Dr.
Ivyland, PA 18974



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vetza Trussell
9410 Lofty Lane
Cherry valley , CA 92223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rae Coleman
Your Street
Austin, TX 78745



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kalinke ten Hulzen
Jan Vermeerstraat 11
Ede, 0 67170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Huffine
Hwy 6
Dillon, CO 80435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Viljoen
Your Street
Irondale, AL 35210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Bernard
Your Street
Your City, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
isabelle boisgard
Your Street
poitiers, 0 86000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rusty Simpson
2110 Park Ave.
Address Line 2
Baltimore, MD 21217
 
4105279999



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mehmet Genc
Istanbul cad.
8
Istanbul, ot 34540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Lawton
your street
your city, WA 98272



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicholas Jones
84 Blendon Road
Bexley, ot DA51BS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hannelore Malzer
2 Cours De Rive
Geneva, NY 12040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Macdonald
your street
Belgrade Lakes, ME 4918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Peake
Your Street
New Oxford, PA 17350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
debbie kelly
Your Street
pahoa, HI 96778



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Harris
 
, NY 10706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Laffer
51 Wilson Ave
North Plainfield, NJ 07060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bettina Johl
Bahnhofstr. 36
Schwaigern, ot 74193



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Mason
Your Street
Suncook, NH 3275



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sigrid Foerster
Nieberdingstr. 11
Essen, ot 45147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dixie Patterson
Your Street
Morro Bay, CA 93442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melanie fEDER
381 Sunshine
Philomath, OR 97370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bridget Shannon
739 North Oak Street
Ukiah, CA 95482



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shantell Garrett
839 west 400 north
West bountiful, UT 84087



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fred Thaller
5263 Rome Beauty Park
Murray, UT 84123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Yates
Your Street
Mount Perry, OH 43760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Geri Willett
Your Street
Ormond Beach, FL 32176



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lindsey Densing
7806 Jade Falls Ct.
Houston, TX 77095



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Re
661 Blandford Road
Granville, MA 01034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Bukovan
6683manring Ct
reynoldsburg, OH 43068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Felicity Taylor
2 La Pannoniere
Dangy, 0 50750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Hamer
your street
Woodinville, WA 98072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
helen freedman
Your Street
huntingdon valley, PA 19006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Witham
5980 Marine Pkwy D117
Mentor on the Lake , OH 44060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wolfgang Livaditis
 
, LA 71101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maria kavvoura
your street
athens, PA 15342



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Harvey
4/1 153 Bell St
Glasgow, ot G4 0TD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harry can
5689 ball dr
Encino, CA 91436



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Estelle Stern-Eilers
3652 N.Cactus Blvd #3
Tucson, AZ 85716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick  Ellis
4719 Cheviot Way SE
Smyrna, GA 30080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Marie VanWinkle
2420 Hardy Road
Hardy, VA 24101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ray Pearson
17 williams tce
Ryhope
Sunderland, ot sr20ht



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S Bennington
5325 tequesta dr
W.bloomfield, MI 48323



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Harbottle
Aysgarth Court
Whernside
Blackpool, ot FY4 5LX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marian Claasen
Waardenburg 47
Waardenburg 47
Hillegom, ot 2181ln



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aslihan Turmus
Kräehnweg 8
Wn, ot 71336



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maggie curati
Y1 Woodville Rdour Street
New Barnet, FL EN5 5HD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Roberts
Your Street
wilton manors, FL 33334



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Swanson
1340 Timber Ridge Dr.
Athenst, GA 30607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauri Fielding
1 Gloucester
Gloucester, MA 01930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Mess.
Via P. B. da Lama
Lecce, ot 73100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Kanzler
Your Street
Ossining, NY 10562



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Harlan
Your Street
Houston, TX 77083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gene Binder
Your Street
Bronx, NY 10471



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abdallah Al-Khataybeh
15349 Lakeside
Plymouth, MI 48170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Farmer
Your Street
Portsmouth, OH 45662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shoshanah McKnight
324 Berkeley Way
Unit G
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Tangi
2642 S. Alder Street
Philadelphia, PA 19148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice Gordon
Your Street
Edinburgh, ot EH3 6PZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Waite
Your Street
Auckland, ot 624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jana Repova
Platonova 2
Prague, ot 14300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Willis
40 Fillmore Street
San Francisco, CA 94117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Galen Trembath
4751 40th St Apt 2h
Long Island City, NY 11104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecilia Moller
Koxasv. 49
Lerum, ot 44338



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shannon Cancello
2421 w Riley rd
Floyds knobs, IN 47119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Kinch
Your Street
Coupeville, WA 98239



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlene Barrett
4505 Thackeray Rd.
Maumee, OH 43537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kellie Gallagher
your street
29 Palms, CA 92277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Malu Mateus
Safferlingstr.3
munich, ot 80634



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemary Underhay
Borgono 1105
Miraflores
Taunton, KY TA24 8LZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexander Foster
C/las Acacias
Malaga, ot 29651



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tina Martin
Your Street
Rochester, NY 14611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rodney Andres
1108 E Taylor St
None
Attica, IN 47918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Wolf
Your Street
Naples, FL 34102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susanne Linden
113 ursuka dr
roslyn, NY 11576



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Bosworth
36 Haig Rd
Blackpoool, ot FY1 6BZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margherita Polia
Your Street
Roma, IA 147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Celeste Shitama
 
Gainesville, FL 32601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Swinney
49 Calle Electra
Santa Fe, NM 87508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Racinowski
your street
Waukesha, WI 53188



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dani pe
111 nw 16th st
gainesville, FL 32603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raven Haber
9060 Palisade Avenue, 917
North Bergen, NJ 07047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luca Minelli
giov
Parma, OH 43123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sam King
5 Wycote Road
Gosport, GU po13 0tg



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Shivar
2413 Grove Ave
Berwyn, IL 60402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Welsh
1527 Diamond Falls Way
Orlando, FL 32824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Serazio
N1772 Hawks Nest Road
Keshena, WI 54135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
E K
2
N. Chelny, ot 423827



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Baker
Insurgentes
insurgentes
México, DC 03100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Baker
Insurgentes
insurgentes
México, DC 03100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Courtney
104 Forest Road
Walthamstow
London, ot E17 6JQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
val beae
 
,  SG5 2PH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Mayle
477 Country Road
Fairview, WV 26570



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Delevingne
your street
Jamaica plain, MA 02130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice Robbins
32 Treaty Dr
Wayne, PA 19087



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Palmqust
your street
Plymouth, NH 03264



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marjie Thornton
Ardenlinne
Ganavan road
Oban, ot PA34 5TU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Federico Bortoletto
via T. Vecellio 24
Albignasego)PD), 0 35020
 
3292409658



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Diaz
640 Camino De Encanto
Redondo Beach, CA 90277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Carrell
8926 Spring Lake rd.
Saint Helen, MI 48656



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wanda Bass
410 Liberty St
Durham, NC 27701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wilma Slomp
Dek Ajuit 24
hoogeveen, TX 79984



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bezjak
Na postajo 16
Ptuj, ot 2250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Mathon
le Moulin du Mazel
Notre Dame de la Rouvière, ot 30570



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherrie Rozniecki
4845 Highlands Dr.
Delaware, OH 43015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew  Politzer
Your Street
Bethel , CT 06801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Eliades
your street
Evanston, IL 60201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MIREILLE HAMEL
575 - 32e AVENUE  APP 405
LACHINE, QC H8T 1Y2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Brun
wettswilerstrasse 16
birmensdorf,  8903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Eudy
Your Street
East Point, GA 30344



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlena Striar
Montvale Road
Newton, MA 02459



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura McGowan
1046 Marlboro Road
Lothian, MD 20711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debora Eblet
Southey close
Sheffield, ot S57lq



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beate Brenner
 
Pleidelsheim,  74385



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kyle Kennedy
Your Street
Honolulu, HI 96822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda A.Fighera
23 Village Green Apt.C
Rhinebeck, NY 12572



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D.G. Sifuentes
435 Lupin
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Bodimeade
39 Rawreth Lane
Rayleigh, ot ss6 9pz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Quimby
Your Street
Arcadia, CA 91006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Williams
Your Street
Sutton,  sm2 6td



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Konrad  Henkel
 2420 Shaker Ct.  Apt. # 6
Bettendorf, IA 52722



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Niamh Kelly
Your Street
Dublin, ot Dublin 15



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Fenick
Your Street469 east lake dr
Largo, FL 33771



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Harris-Shields
2772 Trailwood Ln
LEXINGTON, KY 40511



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Mai
Your Street
Berlin, ot 14055



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Gallagher
2240 Federal Ave
La, CA 90064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gudy Terenzio
Calle Chafarinas
Petrer, 0 3600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Seissian
1251 Forrest Hill Dr.
Clearwater, FL 33756



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kendra Knight
1557 albemarle
Burlingame, CA 94010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Herther
1585 Cohansey St Apt 201
St Paul, MN 55117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Vaughan
2370 Cedar Crest Blvd.
Dallas, TX 75203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rudra Chattopadhyay
L-A4, 002, Ajmera Housing Complex
Pimpri
Pune, ot 411018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leif Young
 
Hayward, CA 94545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kellie Smith
13 Brandy Lane
Deering, NH 03244



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Flynn
57 Marian Terrace, Tramore
Tramore
Waterford, ot None



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Lester
your
cardiff, ot cf3 0dp



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Giles
2440 W Big Elm Rd
Troy, TX 76579



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Thurston
1508 NE 2nd Ave
Street Address 2
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
 
9547714291



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
george craciun
12811 flint creek roadour Street
thonotosassa, FL 33592



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Lewis
Your Street
Marysville, WA 98270



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
w Glen Bateman Jr
10593 117th Dr N
Largo, FL 33773



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya Perea
HC 74 Box 17
Pecos, NM 87552



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Duran
13 W 4th St
New York, NY 10012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K. Arnone
your street
brooklyn, NY 11204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Tartaglia
2423 Dennis Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20902



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laquitta Andrews
19674 Soulsbyville Rd.
Soulsbyville, CA 95372



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul McGuire
4306 Dover Dr.
Frederick, MD 21703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura  Combs
Your Street
Havertown, PA 19083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denie English
216 Myrtle St.
Uvalde, TX 78801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mark hollinrake
T
new york, NY 10026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Elliott
96 Maximus Lane
Wysox, PA 18854



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Quida Jacobs
1220 Marseille
Miami Beach, FL 33141



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Almeida
Hearst Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriella Nunez
4412 Phylliss St
4412 Phylliss St
Alexandria, VA 22309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Harding
11 Arundel Close
Telford, ot TF3 2LX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Tripp
po box 2113
Pine, AZ 85544



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Bunch
your street
Depew, NY 14043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Griffiths
599 Howell Ave.
St. Thomas, OH 32034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Gipperich
 
,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
tracy faunce
 
penrose, CO 81240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlies Komatowski
Zehntgasse 3
Pluederhausen, ot 73655



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
michael sarabia
Your Street
stockton, CA 95207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Woodbury
your street
loveland, CO 80537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pippa Johnson
Your Street
London, ot SW1V 2LF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
corinne vanbegin
Avenue René Piret
3
bruxelles, ot 1040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Muzychka
2105 S. Miami Road
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
karen lloyd-davies
Your Street
london, CA n7 6bl



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Neil Ryding
 
warrington,  wa1 2gu



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deana Graff
4534 44th St.
Sd, CA 92115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberto Badas
Your Street
Monserrato, ot 9042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Weber
356 Nature Walk
Pasadena, MD 21122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Ashby
8 East 96th Street
New York, NY 10128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brooke Prim
10001 E RAYANN PL
Tucson, AZ 85749



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jewel Smart
604 SW Washington Ave.
Lawton, OK 73501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Krista Dana
702 W Remington Dr
Sunnyvale, CA 94087



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Hartung
Sandberg 2
Preetz, ot 24211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candace Mccann
7044 Tierra Roja Street
El Paso, TX 79912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Hale
822 Fireweed Dr
Henderson, NV 89002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Byron Roberts
5234 Grouse Run Dr.
Stockton, CA 95207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Johnson
Cortez Rd. West
Bradenton, FL 34207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Hopwood
502 Hopi Trl
Patrick Afb, FL 32925



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leigh Fabbri
8629 Crested Cove Ct
Plano, TX 75025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frauke Brandt
Im Uhlenbrook 27
Lilienthal, ot 28865



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Vinney
4543 Emerald Way
Culver City, CA 90230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. J. C. R. B.
 
VALENCIA,  46009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin J Schwarz
8 Bearskin Neck
Rockport, MA 01966
 
212-765-7070  (H



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Herzog
Your Street9313E Crystal Drive
Sun Lakes, AZ 85248



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine DeAngelis
1429 S 4th St
Philadelphia, PA 19147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jessica mckoen
Your Street
london, ot n11 2nt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
CAROLLINA KORMANN
Oliveira, 65
BRASIL
BRASIL, NM 88056
 
4884014983



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Cobb
3880 Ellendale Road
Moreland Hills, OH 44022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tim Zemba
112 N Harper Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this message. I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic
Fishery Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly
understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such protections would be in line with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
April Montgomery
2826 Stanfield Ave
Orlando , FL 32814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
adriana perelroisen
Cuenca 2700
caba, ot 1417



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elli Argi
 
Brussels,  1110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annemarie Meier-Sollberger
 
RÃ¼fenach AG,  5235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renate Posselt
Vogelsangstr. 25
Waiblingen, ot 71336



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Waddell
149 954 16 Ave NE
Calgary, AB T2E 1L1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michaela Rohr
Ziegelhï¿½ttenweg 56
56
Frankfurt am Main, AK 60598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Dumais
1106 Greene
Westmount, QC H3Z1Z9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Llauren  Peralta
323 Neva Pl
LosAngeles , CA 90042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nerijus Dovidauskas
Gelvonu 11-69
Vilnius, ot 7139



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Esther Jansen
Kalmoeshof
Kalmoeshof
Amsterdam, ot 2215gn



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emil Rainer
 
Toronto,  M6S3J4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meredith Gold
141 N. kenwood St.
141 N. Kenwood St. #25
Glendale, CA 91206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karina Dam Lukoschewitz
 
Gelsted,  5591



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olimpia Baraini
your street
Piancaldoli (ITALY), ot 50030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jeff hopkins
69 Amber Court
Lindenhurst, IL 60046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Aherne
 
, MD 21234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irene Quinn
Bait on rd
Tallington
Stamford, ot Pe94rt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Snyder
1057 Cedar Court
Crockett, CA 94525



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob Myers
620 S Gaymont
Anaheim, CA 92804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann-Renee Clark
6467 Charleston st.
Hollywood, FL 33024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Latitia Petit
6 impasse Hattingais
Meaux, AK 77100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Sobczak
2212 Trowbridge Street
Hamtramck, MI 48212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sonia sacente
 
,  06711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christelle Renaux
143 résidence du chemin vert
Maubeuge,  59131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harry Lautenbach
P.O.Box7 Cresta  2118
South Africa
Cresta, ot 2118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
JC Bower
Your Street
Sumner, WA 98390



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gisela Sanders
Schillerstrasse 10
Baienfurt, ot 88255



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurence Guidoux
Your Street
St-Paul-Les-Dax, ot 40990



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shoshana Serxner-Merchant
your street
Raleigh, NC 27607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liam Whitlock
Your Street
Okc, OK 73116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Villegas
32nd St
San Diego, CA 92104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tim Woolmington
The Levels
Meare
Glastonbury, ot BA6 pSE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toni Nayback Nayback
9225 Elmhurst Ave
Plymouth, MI 48170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chantal De Geest
42 Puigem
Ghent, ot 9041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gila Alter
229 E. Camp Rd.
Germantown, NY 12526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
JC Bower
Your Street
Sumner, WA 98390



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Winters
 
, AR 72701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yael Shimshon
Your Street
Jerusalem, ot 93744



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Nobles
your street
Rio Rancho, NM 87124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Alvarez
644 Village Lake Dr.
Weston, FL 33326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Anastasiya James
2307 - 647 Michigan Street
Victoria, BC V8V 1S9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jeff hopkins
69 Amber Court
Lindenhurst, IL 60046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Shelton
/85811 Country Creek Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joann butkus
2502 W. 38th Street
chicago, IL 60632



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee Richardson
Your Street
Newcastle Upon Tyne, ot NE10 8AZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Jobson
 
Thunder Bay,  P7B 5N5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Anastasiya James
2307 - 647 Michigan Street
Victoria, BC V8V 1S9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia Sousa
 
,  06540095



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Shadwick
356 Maple Street
Street Address 2
Centreville, AL 35042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Hegedus
Your Street
Parkesburg, PA 19365



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherman Whittaker
2806 Omar Street
Chesapeake, VA 23324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
hannah  clark
Your Street
gorham , ME 4038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Laybourn
your street
Moran, WY 83013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alvin Ludtke
8711 Blythe Ave.
Orangevale, CA 95662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kirsty middleton
 
,  IM8 2EA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kirsty middleton
 
,  IM8 2EA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie McMahon
421 Geary Hgts. Dr.
Clarkdale, AZ 86324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maya Kurtz
336 Park Dr.
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andréa Branco
 
, ME 04110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Paoluzzi
Via Marconi 1
Sacile, PN 33077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Gallo
5080 Prentis DR
Troy, MI 48085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maria manuela lopes
Antão Gonçalves 89 11 e
cascais, ot 2750 152



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Encarna Ortiz
Andalucia
Sevilla, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Van Pelt
778 Minsi Trl E
Long Pond, PA 18334



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claressa Guyette
your street
El Paso, TX 79912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Noon
3920 Prado Drive
Laporte, CO 80535



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan McCall
278 Vine St.
West Bend, WI 53095



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Madeline Labriola
8 Lauretta Drive
Highland, NY 12528



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Clarke
 
Brackley ,  Nn135tq



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Edelstein
308 Heidinger Drive
Your City, NC 27511



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Berman
Your Street
Brooklyn, NY 11218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lindsay Mugglestone
your street
Berkeley, CA 94705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Clarke
 
Brackley ,  Nn135tq



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larry Deemer
 
spokane valley, WA 99212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelina Foxberg
Baker street
Ãlvsjã, SC 12558



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marti Foley
 
Wilmington, DE 19806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisbeth  Alvarado Sanchez
Col. Miraflores
Tegucigalpa, ot 0801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carla L
Your Street
Draper, UT 84020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
 I am a Veteran, Active Voter and TaxPayer. As a Veteran I put my life on the line for
Democracy. This missive is Democracy in action. Please help stop the plutocratic take
over and save American Democracy and the middle class.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James K Hadcroft
711 N. Falmouth Hwy  PO Box 996
N. Falmouth, MA 2556



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maura Graham
La Cerraja 8
Arogo
Granadilla, ot 38611
 
922391590



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Markova
Your Street
Sopot,  4330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Bogdanovich
1809 Chandeleur drive
San Pedro, CA 90732



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Weesner
5087 147th St. W.
Apple Valley, MN 55124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
canan görmüsoglu
 
,  22767



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Burgess
2064 Lernhart Street
--------
Napa, CA 94559



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
R Gamboa
1047 Belmont Place East
Seattle, WA 98102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacquie Trontell
18 Hibbler Rd.
Lebanon, NJ 08833



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keith Ohler
 
Denver, CO 80220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melania Padilla
CA Street D268
Managua, ot 15034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patty Haley
307 2nd ST SW
Watertown, SD 57201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katrina Gold
Boylston Street
Boston, MA 02215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Power
1415 84th St.SE
Everett, WA 98208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ev Abell
232 Herzberg Rd
Ottawa, ON k2K2A1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Ianc
urb.Parque Roma D2 piso 6D
Zaragoza, ot 50010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sheyla catalan
 
, ME 04349



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Phillips
23 Lawrence Walk
Newport Pagnell
Milton Keynes, ot MK16 8RF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Coram
3727 21 Ave W
Vancouver, BC V6S1H2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan Bundy
1208 Brentwood Rd.
Cleve. Hts., OH 44121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Apostle Kontos
Dimitrakopoulou 4
Athens, ot 17234Dafne



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Peters
7 timberdyne close
Kidderminster, ot Dy14 9rt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandr Yantselovskiy
Svyatoshynska
40v
Vyshneve, GA 8132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Ridder
Karel Doormanstraat
Landgraaf, ot 6374VD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Chang
824 Lotttie st
Monterey, CA 93940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne  Little
726 William St
Fredericksburg, VA 22401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Inara Powers
2453 Kilimanjaro Dr., N.E.
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Wilcox
394 Severus Drive
Vallejo, CA 94589



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Mullaney
Cae Feling Parc
Hirwaun
Aberdare, ot CF44 9QG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olga Kougianos
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maryline Blanchard
Rue Monplaisir
Lguevin, ot 31490



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Truckenbrodt
C/Juan Pérez Delgado,17,2°dcha
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, TN 38006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aprilb Barcenas
106 Northlite Circle
Sacramento, CA 95831
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 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Shafransky
Your Street
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pepita Stone
44 Kinnoul Road
London,  W6 8NQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vickie Chandler
1640 Canna Lane
San Jose, CA 95124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Copley Smoak
102 Winding Woods
102 Winding Woods Trail
Bonnerdale, AR 34134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvana Titze
Ziegeleistraße 8
Frontenhausen, ot 84160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Crosby
Your Street
Melbourne, FL 32904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ginette Lanteigne
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Maddox
y12328 Trumbull Av
Alsip, IL 60803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Paoluzzi
Via Marconi 1
Sacile, PN 33077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sue harrington
clipper lane
martinez, CA 94553



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martine Van Adorp
rue Léon XIII  24
Bruxelles, ot 1120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Souza
10787 Caminito Bravura
San Diego, CA 92108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nina Elizabeth
128 Queens Drive
Nantwich, Cheshire
England, UK, ot CW5 5JJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Scheiderer
Your Street
Nashville, TN 37205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
brian george
Woodcote Heath House Lane Hedge End
hedge end
soton, ID so30 0lb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
brian george
Woodcote Heath House Lane Hedge End
hedge end
soton, ID so30 0lb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginie Troubat D'aubigny
117 rue de l'Armagassal
Maraussan, ot 34370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Desmond
1 The Stable
Route de noirmont
Oaklawn, IL 60453



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelley King
52 Bulow Woods cr
Flagler Beach, FL 32136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meredith Gold
141 N. kenwood St.
141 N. Kenwood St. #25
Glendale, CA 91206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Mory
430 Paige Point Blf
Seabrook, SC 29940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lavonne Gunn
11512 Flossmoor Rd.
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marina Dimitrova
Your street
Sofia , IN 1404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ottavio Ianni
Av. Victor Ruffy, 52
Lausanne, ot 1012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jana Kitzinger
Your Street
Bonduel, WI 54107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gertraud Fauner
Ruesselsheimer Str. 19
Moerfelden-Walldorf, DE 64546



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abby Hamilton
Yo1ur Street
Woodland, CA 95695



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
anita moss
 
Manchester,  M43 7ER



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Misquez
Your Street
Pico Rivera, CA 90660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eusebio Manuel Vestias pecurto vestias
Antonio Joaquim Da Guerra
Antonio Joaquim Da Guerra
Borba, DC 71501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
will knocker
 
,  00502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin J Schwarz
8 Bearskin Neck
Rockport, MA 01966
 
212-765-7070  (H



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16. jill proffitt
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill proffitt
your street
teignmouth
nr exeter, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
will knocker
 
,  00502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jackie Bee
254 Aquilo Cres
Ottawa, ON k2s0l9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Lloyd
1196 Lupfer Meadows Road
Whitefish, MT 59937



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Nguyen
 
Platteville, CO 80651



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
will knocker
 
,  00502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
will knocker
 
,  00502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Herb Zetley
semilole dr.
Richardson, TX 75080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie McCombs
P. O. Box 50269
Kalamazoo, MI 49005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Sheahan
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Gibbons
Prospect Cottage
Aboyne, ot AB34 5ER



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wiebe Schraa
 
Westoverledingen, WV 26810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wiebe Schraa
 
Westoverledingen, WV 26810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Stout
 
, WV 26437



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Valentine
Your Street
Massapequa Park, NY 11762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patti Ruocco
Your Street
Stevensville, MD 21666



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Randall-Packer
64-218 Wailani Place
Kamuela, HI 96743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margo Dyson
Your Street
Arlington, TX 76002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eusebio Manuel Vestias pecurto vestias
Antonio Joaquim Da Guerra
Antonio Joaquim Da Guerra
Borba, DC 71501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Sally
 
Chatsworth, CA 91311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cory Jones
3811-D West School Street
Chicago, IL 60618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sue smith
14777 sw chickadee rd
terrebonne, OR 97760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Flocco-McMaster
your street
Austin, TX 78725



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Beatham
22275 Bordman Road
Allenton, MI 48002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candace Primrose
4857 Hinchman Way
Sacramento, CA 95823



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Tyree II
4942 SW Laurelwood Ave
Portland, OR 97225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doreen Perry
2716 Almora Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Sardo
5076 Northern Lights
Greenacres, FL 33463



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nick Grantz
Vaktgatan 42
Angelholm, ot 26234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Mcfadden
Your Street
savannah, GA 31404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suyin Phillips
5221 Kuaiwi Pl
Honolulu, HI 96821



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lily Mejia
your street
Ontario, CA 91762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natasha Stark
Ling crescent
Ruddington
Nottingham, ot Ng11 6gg



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shannin Resendes
2 Kinsdale Blvd
Etobicoke, CA 90211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Garces
C. Murcia 2
Barcelona, ot 08026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Blue
 117 N Hanover AveStreet
Lexington, KY 40502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Kolakosky
70 Starry Rd
Sequim, WA 98382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Silvia Calamai
V Rio Pozzale 153
pisa, ot 56026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Hoerlein
1145 Kina St
Kailua, HI 96734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fran Smith
4851 Fairmont St
Vancouver, BC V5R 3V1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Worrall
Raleigh Lawn
Barnstaple, ot EX311PS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Bertsos
115 Citrus Ave
Dunedin, FL 34698



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya Beickert
72 Middle Island Avenue
Medford, NY 11763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lottie Wride
9 Mayflower Avenue
Exeter, ot EX4 5DS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Perlmutter
30 Harbor Oak Dr
Apt. 15
Tiburon, CA 91506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susen Shapiro
 
Egg harbor City, NJ 8215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zdenka Schorova
Levee Rd
Ostrava, LA 70030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Petra Jaerling
Berrenrather Str. 248
Cologne, DE 50939



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Licia Beneduce
your street
Napoli,  80147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane  Ward
Your Street
Warrington,  wa1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Hurlburt
2565 Erin Centre Blvd.,
Mississauga, ON L5M6Z8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Smith
1860 Barnett Shoals Ste103 PMB485
Athens, GA 30605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Comesrunningbuck
 
Lander, WY 82520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Thiel
Your Street
Riverside, CA 92506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Mccrory
80 w concord bridge
Big Water, UT 84741



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Aguirre
1021 S. Franklin Ave.
Flint, MI 48503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Price
 
Las Vegas, NV 89129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Courtney England
2331 Triway Lane
Houston, TX 77043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
geraldine crapuche
22 Rue Andrï¿½ Chï¿½nier
voisins le bretonneux, WV 78960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bert Leysath
15 Butman Ave
Gloucester, MA 01930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jean Ogorzaly
10142  S. Talman Ave
chicago, IL 60655



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudio Rodriguez
your street
your city, ot 1648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C R
Your Street
Lewiston, NY 14092



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christophe Polycarpe
 
jacob-bellecombette,  73000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irena  C. Hansen
your street
Frederiksberg,  2000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Grier
3125 Masonic Drive
Greensboro, NC 27403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Makenna Mangini
 
, OR 97303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tonia Howe
11861 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle, IL 61068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Barker
53 Cherry Tree Green
Hertford, ot SG14 2HR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stavroula Voutsiotis
115 Boise des Chenes
Pincourt, QC J7w9p7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phyllis Miller
 
Boston, MA 2115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Godwin
 
Noewich,  NR1 3HS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Makenna Mangini
 
, OR 97303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Barozzi
Via Firenze 14
Sassuolo, ot 41049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Gonzalez
Cto. 1
Lomas
DF, ot 01480



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pauline Layton
1360 Monsey Ave.
Scranton, PA 18509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Firsching
Im Suecklein 1
Bamberg, ot 96049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvonne Barker
 1546 S 71st Sttreet
West Allis, WI 53214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franziska Gerhardt
Talstr. 3
Treuen, ot 8233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deb Lincoln
7800 Iltis Drive #C35
Osage, IA 50461



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kicab Castaneda-Mendez
Your Street
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Martin
-.-
Leutenbach, ot 71397



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Brainerd
Your Street
Garden Ciry, MI 48111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Phillips
P. O. Box 282
Colfax, NC 27235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franziska Gerhardt
Talstr. 3
Treuen, ot 8233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bettina Lorenz
Am Sielsee 5
Rhede, ot 26899



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffery Dorer
5818 Fayette St
Apt. #1
Los Angeles, CA 90042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Blanca Rodriguez
Brickel Av 32
Mexico, FL 11



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wayne Kelly
258 A St.,
Ashland, OR 97520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Estela Moreno
 
Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francesca di Poppa
201 HOMESTEAD AVE
LUBBOCK, VA 79416



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mathieu Saurin
Your Street
I don't want to you know, IN 33000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Delilah Kingston grant
Brunswick Road
Brighton,  Bndg123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cesare Lancioni
Piazzale Vittorio Poggi 2
Rome, ot 164



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Thompson
Your Street
Audubon, PA 19403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Estela Moreno
 
Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann-Mari Solli
 
Helgeroa,  3295



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Broderick
12 Gale Road
Andover, NH 03216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Cody
1220 W Chase Ave
Chicago, IL 60626



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer MacDonald
Hammond Street
Goodyear, AZ 85338



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chiara Cozzi
Kingdale
Newmarket, ON l3y4w1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ostarra langridge
Brookview
coldwaltham
Pulborough, ot RH20 1LU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to ALL destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Barron
55 Quail Dr
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Kitaen
15420 Old Hwy. 80, spc. 83
El Cajon, CA 92021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph  Valentino
your street
Kent, WA 98042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Hunter
P. O. Box 8548
Mesa, AZ 85214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Esteban Ramirez
4924 W 11TH
WICHITA, KS 67212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gisela Forster
Quellenstr. 8
Gersthofen, DE 86368



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ricardo Hernandez
P. O. Box 1430
P. O. Box 1430
Bilbao, ot 48080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Madeleine Town
your street
Bristol,  BS313AH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candy Ockert
1442 Broken Hitch Rd
Oceanside, CA 92056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gitte Santini
Strandgaardsvej 40
Jaegerspris, AE 3630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Furno
2503 irene st
Statesboro, FL 33549



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Bressler
5309 US HWY. 75 North
Sioux City, IA 51108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Biviano
5013 peninsula wayt
Waleska, GA 30183



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aaron Meier
 
Nashville, TN 37209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Fried
Pobox 1235
Braithewaite, LA 70040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rowena  L.
Your Street
Pattensen, DE 30982



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Perry
Your Street
New Braunfels, TX 78132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
COTE mj.
 
VALENCIA,  46009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Esta Maltz
8344 E. Dianna Dr                  
Scottsdale, AZ 85257



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Johanna Goldbach
Charlottenburg
Berlin, MO 10629



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pragati Harde
Pratapnagar
Nagpur, ot 440022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemarie Smith
your street
Delanco, NJ 8075



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frances Bell
8/25 Canns Rd
Bedfordale, ot 6112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Quinn
38250 9th St. E.
Palmdale, CA 93550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Craven
2116 Holland Corner Rd
Suffolk, VA 23437



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Cadury
6, rue de Luemschwiller
Obermorschwiller, ot 68130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liza Englander
Your Street
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Zeller
405 Crisfield Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Rideout
19431 N Ponderosa Circle
Sun City, AZ 85373



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Leigh Garland
3737 Seasons ct nw
Acworth, GA 30101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adriana  Guzmn
México
Mxico DF, ot 3810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Garry Summers
1396 SC Hwy
Gibsons, BC V0N1V2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
P. E. Scott
312 Bobby Dr.
Franklin, TN 37069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yoko Dennis
South Street
Greenwich,  SE10 8NT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Zeller
405 Crisfield Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Helander
Karlavagnsgatan 10
Vasteras, ot 72468



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jess Winstanley
your street
Fairfax, VA 22032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anja Noel
Your Street
Your City, BC V6G 5Z3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anja Noel
Your Street
Your City, BC V6G 5Z3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Zeller
405 Crisfield Drive
Abingdon, MD 21009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miriam Fristensky
971Somerville
Winnipeg, MB R3T1B4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mara Griebeler
51 Weltmore Road
Luton, ot LU3 2TN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Lehman
22550 La Rochelle Dr
Santa Clarita, CA 91350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Germain
Miller Blvd
Edmonton, AB T5Y3A4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anja Noel
Your Street
Your City, BC V6G 5Z3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Bechmann
Neugebaeudeplatz
St. Plten, ot 3100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Zaloa Azkona
 
Barakaldo, MI 48640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Manwani
23 Kingfisher Court
Lowestoft, ot NR33 8PJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brendan Foley
4736 Delaware Dr.
Larkspur, CO 80118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Korallus
your street
Lisle, IL 60532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gordana Barisic
Reed Ave Alp.c
Kufstein, CA 6330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Mollo
Your Street
Portand, OR 97232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Brown
Your Street
East Hampton, NY 11937



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Brown
Your Street
East Hampton, NY 11937



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Serena Stewart
3813 Epsom Drivr
Victoria, BC v8p3s8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ms. Keener Paeltz
Po Box 745
Matthews, NC 28106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurs French
your street
Bridgwater,  ta65ew



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Conroy
Your Street
Oak Park, IL 60304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Rohr
Beuthener Str. 6
Frankfurt, ot 60598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phillip Mixon
155 Stone Mill Drive
Martinez, GA 30907



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Jenkins
11 Melody Lane
West Milford, NJ 07480



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya  Wilson
1665 highland ave
Glendale , CA 91202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Handyy
965 Gold Nugget Circle        
Lincoln, CA 95648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Selto
your street
Boulder, CO 80303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Overmann
508 El Camino Real #4
Burlingame, CA 94010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris Wutzke
505 beach
Van, BC v6z 3e4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Addari
12162 Shagbark Dr.
Plainfield, IL 60585



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Douglas
Your Street
Setauket, NY 11733



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynette Belew
2724 W. Palomino Dr.
Chandler, AZ 85224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lourdes Gonzalez
2263 willow ridge
eagle pass, TX 78852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
marvin brickner
2 b truro drive
monroe twp, NJ 8831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeremy Peterson
Your Street
Kalkaska, MI 49646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Hartley
Your Street
Arlington, VA 22207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ELAINA OZEROFF
Your Street
BELLEVUE, NE 68147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angel Cabral
501 S Logan St
Denver, CO 80209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Bay
446 Beech Street
Saint Marys, OH 45885



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Griffin
1211 Seven Hills Dr
Mobile, AL 36695



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julene Freitas
 
Oakland, CA 94609



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
malorie deckel
31 Chippewa dr
Fairfax, VA 22030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
federica bracciotti
Loc Capanne
lucca, WY 55023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary-Margaret O'Connell
2841 Friendly Grove Road NE
Olympia, WA 98506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judi Weiner
17C Doherty Circle
Swampscott, MA 01907



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vivian Stockman
POBox 6753
Huntington, WV 25773



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Lopez
1 Claremont Court
26 North Farm Road
Tunbridge wells, ot TN2 3XN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Hill
909 East 640 North
Orem, UT 84097



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Allaire
P.O. Box 2402
Bridgeview, IL 60455



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Lahti
your street
Beaumont, CA 92223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phillip Schaffer
770 Gordon Dr.
Kingman, AZ 86409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Sidoti
9 Lipson Street
Northport
East Northport, NY 11731



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
john byron
25 beechdown prk
paignton, ot tq4 7pr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lo Hillarp
Långahus 10
Klostersågen 338
Sjöbo, ot 27594



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob Maggs
2009 E Marshall
Phoenix, AZ 85016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dick Hooghordel
 
Vierhouten,  8076PT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sidney Schultz
Your Street
Your City, CO 81620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Amato
Your Street
Mountain View, CA 94043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Outland
4405 Emerson Ave.
4405 Emerson Ave.
Dallas, TX 75205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Davidson Stanton
Your Street
Oak Park, IL 60302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlies Labude
Dessauerstr. 1
Hannover, ot 30161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia French
your street
Albuquerque, NM 87114
 
5053154754



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesse Craignou
Your Street
Noisy-Le-Grand, CA 93160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Goodwin
your street
Longview, WA 98632



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patty Dimech
140 Seabrook Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maura Riley
Your Street
Nashua, NH 3064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Thevenard
21 Schneider Ave
Kitchener, ON N2G1K7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Perrotta
 
Walpole, MA 02081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M Morton
Your Street
Your City, ot 3814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K. Holliday
489 Lakepark Trail
Oviedo, FL 32765



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesse Counterman
1801 33rd St
Sioux City, IA 51104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Robinson
Your Street
Kissimmee, FL 34746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Moorhead
486 Torrington Rd
Litchfield, CT 06759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Treacy
13 Wallace Ct
Petaluma, CA 94952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gunta Alexander
Your Street
Glen Ridge, NJ 07028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanne Friedman
215 West 90 St.
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Cohen
2604 Jessica Ln, Apt 505
Schaumburg, IL 60173



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Selena  Vazquez
your street
your city, CA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caylee Parker
1942 Ursinus ave
Ursinus ave
Lancaster, PA 17603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rick o'bryan
12607 Brooklake St
los angeles, CA 90066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Krause
7441 E. Montecito
Tucson, AZ 85710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark George
37 Loring St
Auburn, MA 01501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Pitts
your street
Glen Alpine, NC 28628



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Ornee
Your Street
Miami , FL 33181



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Courtney Dubois
 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Selena  Vazquez
your street
your city, CA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Meddings
1 Carnarvon Court
Derbyshire, ot DE15 0UA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Molly Elkin
6 Seaview Terrace Apt K
Santa Monica , CA 90401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Hinerman
Your Street
Enter your address line 2 here
Clearwater, FL 33764



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Porsch
116 Valencia Circle
St Petersburg, FL 33716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Wills
P O Box 389
Lemont, PA 16851



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jude Misurelli
435 Upper Snuff Mill Row
Hockessin, DE 19707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Hunnicutt
6005 Oakbridge Court
Citrus Heights, CA 95621



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jena reid
Your Street
temecula, CA 92592



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret  Lomax
 
Rio Vista , CA 94571



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olga Yakusheva
Your Street
Moscow, ot 127427



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonja Malmuth
3955 Indian Way
Santa Ynez, CA 93460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nina clausen
new avenue
new york, NY 13625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Anderson
30 Sycamore Street
Kingston, NY 12401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elise Geradts
Nieuwe Vlissingseweg 118
Middelburg, OH 43340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Britt
5078 Sandpiper Drive, Apt 545
Salt Lake City , UT 84117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Post
1108 NE Independence Ave.
Apt. #1015
Lee's Summit, MO 64086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Parker Stewart
your street
Houndsville, AL 36101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danny Chan
1575 Ducas
LaSalle, QC H8N 2T6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Bowen
403 Dakota St
81 Linden Ave
Lawrence, KS 66046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Lowe
466 Marzolf Road
Pittsbugh, PA 15209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Hesse
101 Belvedere StreetYour Street
San Francisco, CA 94117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Brinkley
Treasurer
2582 W 28th Ave
Eugene, OR 97405
 
4083071332



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Whitney Cloud
your street
Hawley, TX 79525



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mr. & mrs. bruce revesz
Your Street
cedar grove, NJ 07009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Devine
163 Camino Arroyo South
Palm Desert, CA 92260



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Larson
your street
Seattle, WA 98117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Darlington
your street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
katherine lindley
10399 Cedar Creek Dr
pensacola, FL 32506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ernie Martinez
5480 s 2300 w
roy, UT 84067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Helsel
671 S. Orchard #1943
Ukiah, CA 95482



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara  Morehouse
900 NE Minnehaha St
Apt B12
Vancouver , WA 98665



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edith Bauer
Your Street
Livermore, CA 94550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Inboden
your street
Canton, OH 44708



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheryl Schmatjen
9300 E. Center Ave
Denver, CO 80247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caitlin Boujikian
Your Street
Lomita, CA 90717



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Skelly
Your Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Smith
1652 Norris Circle
Milton, ON L9T6A3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Wenzel
2063 Meadowbrook Rd.
Prescott, AZ 86303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annamarie Gschwend
297 Indus Street
Waterkloof Ridge
Pretoria, ot 0181



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bronwen Evans
210-130e15thave
vancouver
Vancouver, BC V5t 4l3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MEREDITH BETTS
your street
MILFORD, CT 6460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
peggy hutchison
 
prophetstown, IL 61277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marna Herrington
Your Street
portland, OR 97210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miguel Ramos
Your Street
Bellingham, WA 98229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emma Ogilvy
7 Stoke Talmage
Thame, ot Ox97ey



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Line Ringgaard
Sinding Hovegade 21A
Herning, IN 47040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Neal Umphred
Your Street
Redmond, WA 98052



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Petrone
734 Main Street
Concord, MA 01742



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Edwards
1805 Fair St
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
B Kegelman
Wawset rd
West chester, PA 19382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Berard
4495 E. Clyde Rd.
Howell, MI 48855



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya Baccarat
Kent St.
Petaluma, CA 94952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Kelly
your street
Washington, DC 20016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Shadle
2449 West Ball Rd.
Apartment 1
Anaheim, CA 92804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lois White
1470A Redwood Circle
Grants Pass, OR 97527



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carla Weil-Martin
your street
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Merrick
996 Lincoln Ave
San Jose, CA 95126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
robin savin
 
shelton, WA 98584



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Saja
1335 Williamswood Drive
Raymond, MS 39154



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Lees
Your Street
Columbus, OH 43201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Lewis
your street
Largo, FL 33771



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Al Barnes
195 Pheasant Road
Salmon, ID 83467



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phyllis Chavez
2112 Ocean Park Blvd.,
Santa Monica, CA 90405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David White
1552 State Highway 102
MDI Imported Car Service, Inc.
Bar Harbor, ME 04609



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne-Marie Neckebroecck
Your Street
Wetteren, ot 9230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ramsay Kieffer
622 adams dr
Milford, DE 19963



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miro Krajnc
Brezno 71a
Podvelka, 0 2363



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Bensinger
Your Street
Dewey, AZ 86327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Ivey
514 West End Avenue 8C
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorri Francis
Your Street
Chicago, IL 60622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Wilson
5 Shafton Road
grange
Rotherham, ot S60 3JG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arnold Johnson
 
los angeles, CA 90017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edith Bauer
Your Street
Livermore, CA 94550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Wenzel
2063 Meadowbrook Rd.
Prescott, AZ 86303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annamarie Gschwend
297 Indus Street
Waterkloof Ridge
Pretoria, ot 0181



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tatiana Chernenko
9 Irrara stryour street
Croydon NSW, ot 2132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Inga Amirkhanian
brederostraat 32
The NL, AK 6901lp



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Moore
24 Adair st
Stanhope, NJ 07874



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jen S
45 Forest Rd
56 forest rd
Woodbridge, CT 06525



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Stone
689 Fort Washington Ave
New York, NY 10040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edith Bauer
Your Street
Livermore, CA 94550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Murtagh
 
,  Wicklow



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Veney
7128 Highway 17
Scotts Valley, CA 95066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
barbara stamp
Your Street
bloomington, MN 55438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Harlan
226 West Lisa Lane
Tempe, AZ 85226



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvonne Prete
112 Centre Street
Brookline, MA 2446



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Demeter
7601 Preserve Trail
Concord, OH 44077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Horst R. Brumm
Neuruppiner Str. 6
Neuruppiner Str 6
Stechlin , ot 16775



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Mazzola
1723 Followthru Drive
Tampa, FL 33612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Shaw
12453 W. Paseo del Sol
Casa Grande, AZ 85194



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Long
1135 Overlook Ave
Accokeek, MD 20607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Falvey
2576 Wightman St.
San Diego, CA 92104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Althiser
38920 Newberry St
Cherry Valley, CA 92223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tudor George
 
,  700132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Hanmer
130 Sunrise Dr.
Bristol, RI 02809



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melinda Themm
nw 52 ave
lauderdale lakes, FL 33319



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
roz goldstein
125 Corte Anita
greenbrae, CA 94904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kenneth clark
 
rochester, NY 14621



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Henderson
Your Street
Huntington Beach, CA 92649



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jodi Ashley
6850 Fm 429
Kaufman, TX 75142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norma Dalesandro
Your Street
Brescia, ot 25100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Daniel
130 Castle Rock Rd.
Sedona, AZ 86351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Lester
317 Phillips St
Johnstown, PA 15904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MARCEL LIBERGE
144 S. Cypress St.
MANCHESTER, NH 03103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Kaufmann
Your Street
Baltimore , MD 21212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victor Stamboulian
105 W 77th St
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maryann Simpson
10403 Chesterwood Drive
Spotsylvania, VA 22553



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
As a concerned American citizen and taxpayer I am glad that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood
deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr. Mha Atma S Khalsa
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
logan welde
36
ardmore, PA 19003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Grainne OCarroll
7746 Fountain Ave
West Hollywood, CA 90046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucinda Morris
University Ave.
Champaign, IL 61821



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Haleh Näther
 
Livingston,  EH54 7DX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marjolein Soederhuizen
 
amsterdam,  1018XW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Eastin
Your Street
Arvada, CO 80002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Beutel
234 S. Grant Ave.
Congers, NY 10920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Carr-Murrell
77 Cheapside
Waltham,
Grimsby., ot DN370HP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Atlas
731 South Street
Redding, CA 96001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juan Carlos Oliveros
Cr2 3-53
CajicÃ¡, ot 524



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mynka Draper
6041 Eucalyptus Ln
l.A., CA 90042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Hedwig Backman
31010 18th Ave S Apt 4
Federal Way, WA 98003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Evans
your street
TOORA Victoria,  3962



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorte Ballermann
Himmelbjervej 31
Silkeborg, ot 8600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doreen Tetreault
962 red parrot ln
wellington, FL 33414



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
P Scoville
Your Street
Hewitt, NJ 07421



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathy Merrill
510 8th St. S.
Brookings, SD 57006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Fear
95 Bourne road
Spalding, ot pe11 1jr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nuria Ferrer
Caçadors 15-17
Barcelona, ot 8789



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Robson
Your Street
Alexandria, VA 22302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
IF WE KEEP DESTROYING THE ENVIRONMENT THEN WE EVENTUALLY DESTROY
CIVILIZATION!  AND YOU KNOW IT'S TRUE!!
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Palla
Your Street
Waynesboro, PA 17268



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelyn Krueger
 
Forest park, IL 60130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike LeHew
your street
Port Saint Lucie, FL 37987



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcella Hudson
Brick Church Lane
Whites Creek , TN 37189



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Broecker
Juedenwg 3
Hoevelhof, ot 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Haddock
 
Houston, TX 77005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Core
 
, ot LE8 8DL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giselle Ruemke
Langford St
Victoria, BC V9A 3C8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tia Ja
14938 Camden
San jose, CA 95124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Spector
your street
Somerset, NJ 08873



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Van Oppen
 1640 Meadows Ave
East Peoria, IL 61611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny Moran
your street
Crewe,  Cw25sh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adam Lane
Your Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susie M
27 Win
Lv, NV 89123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Schumacher
your63-60 98th street
Rego Park, NYC
New York City, NY 11374



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Porter
775 Masden Hollow Road
Beech Creek, PA 16822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
s logan
1001 Brickell Bay Dr
miami, FL 33131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wayne Straight
961 Day Rd.
961 Day Rd.
Sykesville, MD 21784



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne Rosenfield
your street
aspen, CO 81611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Glenys Whye
 
Broken Hill,  2880



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Nez
 
Portland, OR 97203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margarita Solis
146 W Glendale Rd
Saint Louis, MO 63119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ilene Kazak
your street
Detroit, MI 48212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Weinberger
Your Street
San Francisco, CA 94121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Taylor
1340 Romulus Dr.
Glendale, CA 91205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard DeSantis
Your Street
Palm Desert, CA 92260



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Townsend
 
Orange, CA 92868



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Davenport
1906 Rory Lane Unit 1
Simi Valley, CA 93063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Gilbert
Your Street
New York, NY 10022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Albanese
156 Basswood Dr.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types lwould undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Tung
1850 SE 18th Ave
Ocala, FL 34471



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice  Gloe
3100 Guido Street
Oakland, CA 94602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Petrikowski
Friedlandstr. 2
Hoevelhof, ot 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Owens
3434 Edgewood Rd
Eureka, CA 95501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terrance Shoemaker
Your Street
Parker, CO 80134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Rotan
your street
Trondheim,  7092



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sean Denny
1956 Seaview Avenue
Del Mar, CA 92014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
T Roland
2785 Devonshire Ct
falls church, VA 22042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
GF Wade Jr
9209 Villagewood Drive
Harrison, TN 37341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jayne  Bearman
Your Street
Birmingham ,  b26 1lb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Cartwright
P.O. Box 3395
Costa Mesa, CA 92628



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tony Hicks
821 Royal Ann Lane
Concord, CA 94518



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Vickery-Howe
5/2
Old Beach Rd
Brighton, ot 5048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Sound
your street
Fort Worth, TX 76116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Helmer
23125 Dolorosa Street
Woodland Hills, CA 91367



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Beattie
Your Street
Sun City, AZ 85351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Bader
7938 S. Alva Rd.
Harshaw, WI 54529



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca O'Dell
375 Elm Grove St
Loudon, TN 37774



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lowell Feld
1338 N. Lynnbrook Dr.
Arlington, VA 22201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia  Santos
domingos Filigoi 657
valinhos , ot 13272027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Morrow
Your Street
Hattiesburg, MS 39402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Murray
 
Canvey Island,  SS87EW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenna Carlson
325 Glen Creek Dr
Bonita, CA 91902



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Vest
63 Fairview Avenue S.
Saint Paul, MN 55105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tineke Wouters
W.de Bruynstraat
Breda, ot 4827ET



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Blatt
Your Street
Alexandria, VA 22315



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Outback Al
your street
Alice Springs,  870



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rose Kerr
Old Pelham st
ETHELTON
Adelaide, DC 5015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan McAfee
Your Street
St. Louis, MO 63105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriele Lauscher-Dreess
Your Street
aachen, ot 52070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marco  Baracca
your street
Milano , VA 20142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Furman
PO Box 701
Ringoes, NJ 08551



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Y. Westra
Klaproos 44
Eelde, ot 9761lw



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Howard Young
46 Park Avenue
Norristhorpe
Liversedge, ot WF15 7EQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Sanford
15418 Gault Street
Van Nuys, CA 91406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe R
350 S Jackson St
Denver, CO 80209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bill Michel
131 Ortega Ave
Mountain View, CA 94040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne James
pembroke close
Bury St Edmunds, ot IP28 7LZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvio Fittipaldi
5018 N Convent Lane Unit I
Philadelphia , PA 19114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie DAnna
516 Russell Ave
Ridgefield, NJ 07657



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny Bramlette
your street
Wesley Chapel, FL 33545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Burkhard Broecker
Juedenwg 3
Hoevelhof, ot 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicholas Adamski
 
Morton Grove , IL 60053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Umans
50 West 97th St.-8S
New York, NY 10025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Beattie
Your Street
Sun City, AZ 85351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Rideout
628 Arc-En-Ciel St.
Ottawa, ON k4a3h9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Cartier
58 High Rock Terr.
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maki Murakami
Pheasant Ln
Monroe, NJ 08831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Block
5137 N. Lovers Lane
Milwaukee, WI 53225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Elepano
7619 Clarendon Bend Lane
Richmond, TX 77407



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helaine Meisler
39 Handy's Walk
PO Box 614
Shady, NY 12409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Chittenden
370 Old Rt. 212
Saugerties, NY 12477



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shaun Hoskins
Godney Close
Glastonbury, ot BA6 9GA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Sheen
92 Par Green
Par, ot PL24 2AG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wilder Kingsley
234 Warren St
Brooklyn, NY 80946



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Townill
24037 W Oak St
Plainfield, IL 60544



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah C Lagnado
1659 East 10thst
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Ashcliffe
Your Street
Henniker, NH 3242



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J Lasahn
808 Balra Drive
El Cerrito, CA 94530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carmen Balfour
3508 Jo Allen Lane
3508 Jo Allen lane
Lafayette, IN 47909



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Dominy
5552 Golden Eagle Circle
Palm beach gardens, FL 33418



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Sessford
Springfield
Wincanton, ot BA9 9DD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Flynn
88 Dillon Way
Washington Crossing, PA 18977



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nikki Mcbride
your street
Wallington, WI Sm68qz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Ward
Your Street
Bolton, ot BL1 7HE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Allison
3069 Bewleytown Road
Fountain Run, KY 42133



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Okerlund
 
Houston, TX 77082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Minier
691 Hwy 18
Jackson, TN 38301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jona Petrikowski
Friedlandstr. 2
Hoevelhof, ot 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mike penn
Mas Matou
perpignan, ot 66130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim O Connor
Your Street
Belfast, ot BT15 5DW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Snyder
woodhurst lane
yoder, IN 46798



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
B R
23 N Main St
Birchwood, WI 54817



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Dougherty
61 Bergen Blvd
Palisades Park, NJ 07650



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Dwyer
8 Victoria Close
Aigburth
Liverpool,  l17 0dy



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Dehn
Your Street
Topeka, KS 66604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacques Talbot
P.O. Box 18650
Oakland, CA 94619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maurice m Lagnado
 
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephan  Donovan
4851 N. Bernard St.
Chicago , IL 60625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Adamski
Your Street
Oxford, CT 6478



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Kozubowski
311 N. Main
Lindsborg, KS 67456



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Qureshi
16300 Golf Club Rd #606
Weston, FL 33326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Lionetti
your street
Austin, TX 78745



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Agnetha Broecker
Juedenwg 3
Hoevelhof, ot 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leonard Thomas
Cherimoya Ct
Antelope, CA 95843



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Russell
6726 SE 80th Ave.
Portland, OR 97206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Mitz
3213 Oyster Bay st.
NA
Las Vegas, NV 89117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M French
525 Mirage Ct
Oxford, MI 48371



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Reynaldo Reyna
501 E La Fragua Ave
Roma, TX 78584



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Timmins
Wapping Hall
commercial street
Settle, ot bd24 9hp



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie Struthers
386 University Downs Cresyour street
Waterloo, ON N2K 4B1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joy Lagnado
 
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Hale
Guardhill
Newbliss, ot EIRE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jackie Thompson
Your Street
Shingle Springs, CA 95682



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kyra Legaroff
5113 Panama Avenue
Richmond, CA 94804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Russo
Your Street
Glendora, CA 91741



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacy Barrows
McGraw Marathon Rd.
Marathon, NY 13803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Buss
 
Corrales, NM 87048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea MourÃ£o
Rua Eduardo Guinle 11 apt 1103
Botafogo
Rio De Janeiro, ot 22260



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mr. & mrs. bruce revesz
Your Street
cedar grove, NJ 07009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ros Gaul
Tewinga
Australia, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Agee
your street
San Diego, CA 92107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
claudia fisher
 
mesa, AZ 85203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norma Loftis
Your Street
Forestville, MD 20747



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tamara Hampikian
4298 Sunshine Canyon Dr
Boulder, CO 80302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Conroy
Your Street
Wellesley, MA 02481



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Forney
PO Box 2206
Stillwater, OK 74076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Lombardi
38A Oak Street
Franklin, MA 02038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Saliane Anderssen
4852 e desert thorn dr
Tucson, AZ 85756



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Ochoa-Rounkles
Your Street
Troy, OH 45373



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Lawless
1498 Old Sumneytown Pike
Harleysville, PA 19438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Lambert
852 Tunk Hill Road
Foster, RI 02825



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Petrikowski
Friedlandstr. 2
Hoevelhof, ot 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
aharon Lagnado
 
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Forsythe
490 Sandhamn Private
Ottawa, ON K1T 2Z5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Torosian
5 Aiken Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Rockwell
19737 Wildwood West Dr.
Penn Valley, CA 95946



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phoebe Shum
7 Ivy Place
Matua
Tauranga, ot 3110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Johnston
10 Carriage Lane
Scotts Valley, CA 95066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Sutton
77 La Salle Ave.
Piedmont, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bart Lauwaars
Oostmallestraat 33
Breda, ot 4826jn



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Anderson
125 B Humboldt Road
Burlingame, CA 94010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peggy Yeargain
your street
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mathilde Tjepkema
Nieuwmarkt
Bolsward,  8701KL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Coonen
w1574 Pearl St
Seymour, WI 54165



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mare Cromwell
6534 Rimrock Road
New Market, MD 21717



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Sull
6330 Mandalay Drivet
Parma Hts, OH 44130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Director Earl James
1 Puerto Way
...
Santa Fe, NM 87508
 
5054678872



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesse Moore
15044 W. Bilbo Lane
Terlton, KS 67067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Goldstein
your street
Danville, CA 94526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ira Webb
Your Street
Tlanta, GA 30239



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
linda breashears
188 scrudder lane
subiaco, AR 72865



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gretchen Dewhirst
Your Street
Bradford, ON L3Z 1S2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darren Clayton
Porthcawl Green
Tattenhoe
Milton Keynes, ot MK4 3AL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta Desalle
18 West 90th Street
new York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Hristodoulou
60 Amby Avenue
Plainview , NY 11803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dawn Lagnado
 
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Rowell
Your Street
Williston, FL 32696



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Wan
22350 Carbon Mesa Rd
Malibu, CA 90265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
shawn johnson
407 W Ave De Los Lobos Marinos
san clemente, CA 92672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Funk
514 Marquis Street
Staunton, VA 24401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stanley Jones-Umberger
37425 SE 39th Street
Washougal, WA 98671



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terri  Henderson
4715 Boonsboro Rd
Lynchburh, VA 24503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louis Salas
3201 w. argyle
Chicago, IL 60625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Ficca
your street
your city, NJ your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa French
1647 Strobridge Ave
Castro Valley, CA 94546



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marian Giffin
 
green bay, WI 54303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annabelle Herbert
Bilingual Career Counselor
1830 E Broadway
Tucson, AZ 85719



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Bruce
 
aberdeen,  ab165nx



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alicia Campbell
Your Street
Westerville, OH 43081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hanh Doan
6250 Holabird St
san Diego , CA 92120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Raccio
6400 Ranchview Ln N
Maple Grove, MN 55311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s [(i.e. NOAA's)] Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon.
 
No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment 16, as the
risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine
the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies, such as
vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective implementation on the
water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England[;] and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Grillo
3 Marsh Lane Apt. 21
Orono, ME 04473



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Inere
5609 Ponte Verde Road
Pensacola, FL 32507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracey Katsouros
1322 Harwich Dr.
Waldorf, MD 20601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Becky Breeding
PO Box 672569
Chugiak, AK 99567



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Boone
your street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Mair
31 Ball Hill Road
Berlin, MA 01503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Gemmill
101 Sandy Bottom Dr
Deltaville, VA 23043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Redston
120 Muirkirk Road
London, ot SE6 1BH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Schroeder
1599 Williams St. Apt 709
Denver, CO 80218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Phillips
Your Street
Jacksonville, FL 32210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elise Hanley
PO Box 1123
Boca Grande, FL 33921



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryn  Karaba
263 S. La Vista
Battle Creek, MI 49015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maurice Lapierre
Your Street
Arlington , VA 22207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laraine Lebron
6522 Stage Road
Utica, NY 13502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeremy Hance
1048 Avon St. North
St. Paul, MN 55103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlene Hindholm
Vestergade 36A
Store Heddinge, ot 4660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eddie Dunn
59 Oakshaw St West
Paisley, Scotland. UK., ot PA1 2DE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerstin Murr
Am Flötzbach
Immenreuth, ot 95505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harvey Metzger
11699  Briarwood
Boynton Beach, FL 33437



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Lagnado
 
, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry A Martin
134 County Road 259
Iuka, MS 38852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
charlie burns
your street
norwalk, CT 6850



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Jeffrey
 
Bournemouth,  BH10 4BW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorraine Grasso
Your Street
South Salem, NY 10590



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Raskey`
7347 Chelsey Way
Falcon, CO 80831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shannan Johnson
1157 Schooner Drive
Kissimmee, FL 34744



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
barb morrison
Your Street
largo, FL 33774



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Brophy
4514 Firewheel Dr
Garland, TX 75044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Paradise
13 Arbor Club Dr.
Ponte Vedra Beach
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
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 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juliette Cunico
123 Dartmouth Dr, SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jody Hansell
3400 Richmond Parkway Apt 724
Richmond, CA 94806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Alves
680 Queens Quay West
Toronto, ON M5V 2Y9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joyce Stoffers
14202 N Baywood Ct
Sun City, AZ 85351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat LeBaron
2368 Amaryllis
Medford, OR 97504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Raccio
6400 Ranchview Ln N
Maple Grove, MN 55311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Boone
your street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Micki Bailes
350 N Resler
EL PASO, TX 79912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Craig Geiger
2810 Galloway St SE
Olympia, WA 98501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Weber
1213 Hidden Ridge Rd.
Toledo, OH 43615



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rev. Maria Riter Wilson
Your Street
San Dimas, CA 91773



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rev. Maria Riter Wilson
Your Street
San Dimas, CA 91773



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Van Dorn
6419 Hidden Dale Ave.
Orlando, FL 32819



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
bella diamond
 
, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Vaught
Your Street
Antioch, TN 37013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
T Izeppi
60th Ave Sw
Seattle, WA 98116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gavin Bornholtz
9090 Creekwoood Lake Trail
Grand Blanc, MI 48439



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Merchant
 
London ,  N22 7RS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Della Oliver
3702 Drybrook Rd., Unit G
Charlotte, NC 28269



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristin Douglas
66-727 Haleiwa Rd.
Haleiwa, HI 96712



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meg Seltzer
Your Street
Studio City, CA 91604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Carroll
244 Old Courthouse Road NE
Vienna, VA 22180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Campbell
Old Hall
Cheshire, ot WA5 8TN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandy THIS IS A LACK OF RESPECT  Kucinski
3501 Anderson
Toledo, OH 43606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Boone
your street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Neary
58 Burling Rd
Rochester, NY 14616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt Brzezinski
Your Street
Scs, MI 48081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Bass
your street
Venice, CA 90291



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Donath
401 E 88th St
Nyc, NY 10128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy Reed
2222 Lariat Rd.
Sedona, AZ 86336



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
max magbee
Your Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Everything should be done to protect our coral ecosystems - they are some of the most
vital on the planet.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taffy Williams
191 Westchester Avenue
Tuckahoe, NY 10707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Burch
Osmond Gardens
Your City, AL sm6 8sx



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
elise Lagnado
 
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Simmons
Your Street
Cookeville, TN 38501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Casey ORourke
1429 South Carolina Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Stewart
10 woodridge ct
Madison, WI 53704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maggie Calkins
your street
your city, ot 98000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shaun Walters
8 Roydon Dr W
Merrick, NY 11567



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mozes Kainama
Paradera 117-F
Paradera, Aruba
Paradera, ot 0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andra Addis
6041 N. Talman
Chicago, IL 60659
 
3123884321



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tina Florell
Bergstigen 5
Stockholm, Sverige 10000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Stewart
Your Street
Your City,  EH4 3QB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francine Corgliano
your street
Williamstown, NJ 8094



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sean King
109 Boston Dr
Mt. Airy, MD 21771



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia  Bennett
1201 Wilder Ave
#1704
Honolulu, HI 96822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Sercombe
403 Charlotte
Royal Oak, MI 48073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Clark
7116 Lampases Ave.
Sacramento, CA 95815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Leff
149 Highview St
Mamaroneck, NY 10543



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ian Gallehawk
17 Oriole Way
Aylesford
Aylesford, ot ME20 6LN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Dyer
46 Northridge
Columbus, OH 43214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Lettieri
2500 Sw 15 St
Deerfield, FL 33442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia Flannery
363 40th St.
Oakland, CA 94609
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 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Hodges
8717 Saddlehorn Dr
Irving, TX 75063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Bianchi
3815 East Ridge Drive
Nashville, TN 37211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Kensinger
906 Briarbrook
Houston, TX 77042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacqueline Peipert
33425  Irish Lane
Brighton, IL 62012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francine Dolins
350 North Territorial Rd W
Ann Arbor, MI 48105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Saxon
your street
Salem, OR 97301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice D. Rosenfeld
492C Heritage Hilla
Somers, NY 10589



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
elise Lagnado
 
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Suchenicz
Your Street
Stafford , CT 6076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Boone
your street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
caryl pearson
p.o. box 7825
Santa cruz, CA 95061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ryan Ross
 
La Puebla, NM 87532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacqueline Pereira
124 Camino Manzano
Placitas, NM 87043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darcy Huybi
Caminho Do Panorama,367
caminho do panorama,367
Vinhedo, ot 13280000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Nolan
438 E. Shaw Ave.
#285
Fresno , CA 93710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christy Kurtz
841 Prairie Ave
Bartlett , IL 60103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iva Drganc
Kralja Zvonimira 43
Zagreb, ot 10000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverley Tkalcec
Dielmannstr. 32
Offenbach am Main, ot 63069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maureen Wheeler
Marvin Road
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Lester
534 New Hampshire Ave
norfolk, VA 23508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Damiria Machado
Your Street
Rio De Janeiro, ot 21050000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Weber
356 Nature Walk
Pasadena, MD 21122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Faso
34 Congressional Court
Las Vegas, NV 89113



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Borsey
44, Broad road
Willingdon
Eastbourne, ot BN20 9QU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ian Hackett
2567 Poppy Lane
Columbus, OH 43235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Welch
18780 White Fawn Drive
Monument, CO 80132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristen Howard
8066 Essex Rd.
Ellsworth, MI 49729



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Herls
21st Street
Nyc, NY 10010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iris Smith
3511 Cloverfield Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah C Lagnado
1659 East 10thst
brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
R. Waychoff
291 Corning Drive
Bratenahl, OH 44108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adam Roberts
Your Street
Shreveport, LA 71107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gill Turner
11 modyford walk
buckland Monachorum
Yelverton, ot PL20 7NQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Basil Abbott
223 Bella Vista Cir
Royse City, TX 75189



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bobbi Hill
351 Terrapin Road
Venice, FL 34293



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Morales
4002 Calendar Street
Houston , TX 77009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Mandelbaum
444 East 86th Street
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jens  Strohkirch
Kleiststr. 45
Braunschweig , ot 38134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lezlie Ely
17161 Alva Rd.
San Diego, CA 92127



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keith Blomstrom
1830 Knollwoos Dr
Fairmont, Mn, MN 56031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Macwhinnie
Your Street
Watermill, NY 11976



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K. Christensen
your street
Baldwin Park, CA 91706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keelan Smith
8818 Powderhorn Ln
Indianapolis, IN 46256



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Roberts
8825 Marti Lane
Fort Worth, TX 76182



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Williams
your street
pwllheli,  ll535lf



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Our oceans and the species that depend upon them are in great peril, from a variety of
threats ranging from acidification, overfishing, gear entanglement, to vessel strikes.
Although there are many threats that are difficult to combat, there is one that has an easy,
simple solution:  stop the barbaric practice of bottom trawling.  I urge the US to please lead
by example and designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth contour to the
edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to
all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include all gear capable of
contacting the sea floor.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renee Callahan
 
, MT 59715



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
brian pappas
4789 Open Greens
va. beach, VA 23462



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Swiatek
71 Georgian Lane #3
Buffalo, NY 14221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ROBERT NERGER
P.o. Box 17
NA'ALEHU, HI 96772



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Stiegler
Rossmanngasse 9
Graz, ot 8010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Pawley-Kean
10 Highway
Edgcumbe Park
Crowthorne, ot RG45 6QR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clare Jones
3 Mayfield Road
Dudley, ot DY1 4DU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Olson
115 Valencia Avenue
Aptos, CA 95003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Olson
115 Valencia Avenue
Aptos, CA 95003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dolores Cohenour
3023 Alcott Street
San Diego, CA 92106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maureen dobson
744 Helmsdale
helmsdale
romford, CA 76986



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maureen dobson
744 Helmsdale
helmsdale
romford, CA 76986



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maureen dobson
744 Helmsdale
helmsdale
romford, CA 76986



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
paul schneller
your street
Bloomington, IN 47408



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
 Barbara Estes
103-25 68 Ave.
Apt. 6G
Forest Hills, NY 11375



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Malgorzata Grzegorczyn
ul.Okolna1
Wielun, ot 98



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Clements
Your Street
Lynnwood, WA 98036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eunice Johnston
58 Trefoil Avenue
Glasgow, ot g41 3pe



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hollie Hallman
184 Brandtson Ave
Elyria, OH 44035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillian King
5 rue de la Presse
Sartrouville, ot 78500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Justice
707 Edgewater Drive Apt 101
707 Edgewater Drive
Salisbury, MD 21804
 
4438546469



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Brown
930 14th Street SW
Puyallup, WA 98371



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pavel Malek
your street
your city, ot 77200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Edson
Your Street
Richmond, VA 23227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christel Capps
574 Blairburry Way
San Jose, CA 95123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miranda Vorhees
Your Street
Gaston, IN 47342



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia Lawrence
1709  4th St. S.E.
Auburn, WA 98002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Howard Frankl
 
Atlanta, GA 30309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George-Terence Aitchison
4 La Butte
4 La Butte
Luchapt, AZ 86430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Grant Sorrell
66 Countess Road
Northampton, ot NN5 7DY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerald Karlovitz
2309 N Elaine Blvd
Apt A
Tucson, AZ 85716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Domenica Ott
Your Street
Riehen, ot 4125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pablo Berrettella
 
,  1661



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Matuchet
14 Rue De L'horloge
appartement 1033
Gex, ot 01170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Devine
24702 Broadmore Ave
Hayward, CA 94544



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarma Esenvalde
your street
Riga,  LV 1012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MÃ¡rcia Machado
Your Street
Porto, ot 4250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tamara Townsend
329 Mill Beach
Brookings, OR 97415



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Krispien
Valley Gate
milford, MI 48380



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Handley
30 Chapmans Rd
Bena, ot 3946



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Bivins
your street
Wilmington, NC 28405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Meyers
Your Street
Urbana, IL 61802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Runfors
Tunnlandsgatan 24
Ã¶rebro, ot 70346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Wilcox
1414 26th Street
Sacramento, CA 95816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcy Gustafson
Your Street
Chicago, IL 60646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Yokoyama
5568 Eastwood Avenue
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91737



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
amanda allen
Eagles Drive
melton mowbray, ot le13 0ba



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather DeLory
2074 Queen Street east, apt. 11
Toronto, ON M4E 1E1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
midge tuley
 418 West Main St #3
 Grayson, KY 41143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennise J
Your Street
Nidderau, IL 61130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Shaughnessy
2529 State Route 534
Geneva, OH 44041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
No ocean life=No life.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K. Chung
2318 Kipona Pl
Honolulu, HI 96816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Morris
181 E. Beechwold  Blvd.
Columbus, OH 43214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andy Thornton
Ardenlinne
Ganavan Rd
Oban, ot PA34 5TU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tami B.
your street
your city, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D Arslani
4003 west end rd.
D.g., IL 60515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D Arslani
4003 west end rd.
D.g., IL 60515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy  Hoddinott
45 Lisgar Street
1204
Toronto, ON M6J0B8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Rainwater
2007 E 13th Pl
Tulsa, OK 74104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Keir
6915 Vanalden Ave
Reseda, CA 91335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
W.D. Schols-Nanninga
Niers 4
Zwolle, ot 80320



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ashley Goodson
6601 Phillip St
Metairie, LA 70003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ayse Nur Sulus
Maltepe
No:3
Istanbul, ot 34413



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff Fisher
your street
Kirkland, WA 98033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff Fisher
your street
Kirkland, WA 98033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Delmar Aude
 
france,  30610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Hamilton
Keyes Ave
Gt Yarmouth, ot 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doreen Frega
Your Street
Saddle brook, NJ 07663



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Rideout
19431 N Ponderosa Circle
Sun City, AZ 85373



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
As a concerned citizen, I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea
coral ecosystems. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I strongly urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-
meter depth contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons
will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the
areas that they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those
detailed in Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries
or gear types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I strongly support
the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s
effective implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. I am asking
that you pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in
Amendment 16. The importance of these areas must be valued and protected.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Vinson
1540 South Turnersville Road
Buda, TX 78610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Compagno
780 La Salle Way
Napa, CA 94559



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Baronicenco
15 Th Line,   60
Saint Petersburg, ot 199000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
peter and suzanne Reeves
4 The Halt
staverton bridge
staverton totnes,  TQ9 6AH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Thurairatnam
132 Cypress Dr.
Rincon, GA 31326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jay Landman
High Street
Arlesey, ot SG15 6SN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Rohn
6654 Hampton Pk Ct
McLean, VA 22101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edgar Cabral
Your Street
Miami Beach, FL 33119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ana ram__rez
Andarax 1
mlaga, AK 29006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kaitlyn Bellino
4304 Oak Hollow Dr
High Point, NC 27265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenna Tinsley
270 Augusta Circle
Glasgow, KY 42141



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liana Stanton    
6861 SW 48th Terrace
Miami, FL 33155



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tamara Ashley
your street
Mishawaka, IN 46545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jude Fletcher
1218 Campbell Street
Oakland, CA 94607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Trickett
10 greenleaf
Malden, MA 02148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lillith moon
Laira Bridge Rd
prince rock
plymouth, ot pl4 9ln



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Brandt
1922 Penmar Ave.
Venice CA, CA 90291



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Cortez
154 Gene Torres Dr.
El Paso, TX 79936



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marli Garcia Cucharero
135 West Napa Street
Sonoma, CA 95476



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Puca
Your Street
Brooklyn, NY 11217



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas V. Connor
17 Dubois Street
Wallkill, NY 12589



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
monty foley
1041 big four road
warren, PA 16365



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Dillon
1701 5th St SW
Apt 302
Willmar, MN 56201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Maidens
11 Balmoral View
Blairgowrie, ot PH10 7BB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
PATRICIA CARLTON
500 Rodeo Rd.
#1121
SANTA FE, NM 87505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Chirpin
i8520 Vincennes St.
Northridge, CA 91324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James  Gladysz
 
Flagler beach, FL 32136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Biglione
thomas av n
mpls, MN 55411



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Christina Berenguer Cesar
Rua das Laranjeiras 136/408
Rio de Janeiro, ot 22240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Henretty
Elmacres, Church Westcote
Church Westcote
Chipping Norton, ot OX7 6SJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Frassl
Johann-Kaller-Gasse 29
Gerasdorf bei Wien, MA 02201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
carole pooler
Your Street
chicago, IL 60625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Britt Miller
4121 Via Marina
304
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Iovino
4669 Dunn Rd
Memphis, TN 38117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Parks de Uhart
1699 Military Ave.
Seaside, CA 93955



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Mcgorrin
Your Street
Enniscorthy,  0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda realini
 
,  p8n2y4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Arteaga
 
Houston, TX 77077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Randy Sailer
1018 Cherry Lane
Beulah, ND 58523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Berge
 
Martinez, CA 94553



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bette Stefli
2826 NE 61st Avenue
Portland, OR 97213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Randy Corbin
2020 Barcelona Ter
Margate, FL 33063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary mmutch@fspa.orgMutch
W2658 State Road 33
La Crosse, WI 54601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Cole
816 N 123 Plaza
Omaha, NE 68154



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miriem Muãoz
vatia Vlbd
Apt. 2
Mission, TX 78485



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elena Aliverti
 
, TN 21054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karlene Gunter
your street
Rochester, NY 14618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nadia Herpoel
vrijwillilgerslei
antwerpen, AK 2930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eric Huskey
701 Heron Drive
Delray Beach, FL 33444



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lena Kall
Ljungv 43
Vallentuna, ot 18634



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joshua heffron
 
nyc, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Lanzl
501 Sweet Pea Place
Encinitas, CA 92024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
peter fitzke
Bavnevej 19
gotha, DE 99867



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Keeton
657 Hood Ave
Metolius, OR 97741



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff Tatom
333 SE 8th St
Grants Pass, OR 97526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miriam Olipitz
 
,  4388



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mark hollinrake
T
new york, NY 10026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Saunders
8455 13th St. N.
Apt. D
St. Petersburg, FL 33702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marina Eelzak
Kolkgriend 185
Almere, ot 1356BP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bradley Kucera
228 Worthington Ranch Road
Dixon, MT 59831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Forster
Buzon 0902
Finestrat, ot 03509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Peck
Your Street Po Box 1468
Soldotna, AK 99669



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Koren
923
Windsor, CA 95492



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
beverly wall
 
kendallville, IN 46755



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jonathan Eden
494 Vincente Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am adding my name to this letter.  Knowing what we know there is no excuse for allowing
bottom trawl fishing to continue.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Brunvand
1744 S. 600 E.
Salt Lake City, UT 84015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Morgan
pO Box 16432
Tucson, AZ 85732



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ajay Welinkar
152, Devnagri Apts,
Koregoan Park
Pune, VA 20190



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nel Exelmans
Melkerijstraat 14
Averbode, AL 3271



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi Davee
5300 Peachtree Road
Chamblee, GA 30341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pepa sd
 
ds, FL 33510



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Ste Marie
4770 St Kevin apt 8
Montreal, QC H3W 1N9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Paden
665 Cressa Dr.
Loveland, CO 80537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Crayton
8 Copse Avenue
Farnham, ot GU9 9ED



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeremy Stead
1 Sharon Road
New Zealand
Auckland , ot 0630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meagan Gill
209 S 100 E
Wellsville, UT 84339



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Spencer
 
Arcadia Vale,  2283



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Crayton
8 Copse Avenue
Farnham, ot GU9 9ED



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Reeves
Winged foot dr
Ft myers, FL 33967



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Van Singel
Martouginlei 26
Brasschaat, ot 2930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
Camilla Wade
 
Camilla wade
Bodenhoffs plads 1,4,-223
kbh. K., ot 1430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Forester
9309 Oak Hills Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jaime M S Kedgley
30 St Michaels Mount Inglemire Avenue
Kingston Upon Hull, ot HU6 7TF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
The U. family
Bethwp
bethwp
East, PA 18020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
The U. family
Bethwp
bethwp
East, PA 18020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Romola Newport
Cardwell St
Greymouth, ot 7802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lily Kazantzi
A16
Piraeus, ot 18537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annette Berghammer
Poellatstr.1
Munich, ot 81539



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jana Harker
Po Box 660793
Arcadia, CA 91066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Deakin
11 Verney Road
Royton
Manchester, ot OL2 6AZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Perenich
215 Riverhill Dr.
Athens, GA 30606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry  Green
creek rd
Kennett Square , PA 19348



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toni Davies
3 Gelliwastad Grove
Pontypridd, ot CF37 2BS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
magaly leger
Rt De St Cezaire
callian, ID 83440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlene Cooper
Your Street
Poestenkill, NY 12140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jasinski Margot
La Louvière
La LouviÃ¨re ,  7110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Louis Mayer
150 West End Ave.  30P
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie ISAIA
239, avenue des Filagnes
SAINT LAURENT DU VAR, ot 6700



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelyn Ball
20 Ostermann Road
Lockport, MB R1A3L7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nadia Burguin
1 rue Jean Moulin
Longjumeau, AK 91160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danielle Tran
191 Edenwold Dr NW
Calgary,  T3A3S4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Apryl Voskamp
5613 jim hogg
Austin, TX 78756



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurence McNamara
422 N Lakeside Dr
Lake Worth, FL 33460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Feldman
137 Winchester Dr
Santa Rosa, CA 95401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemary Kopetzky
 
Chestrfield, MO 63017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Mills
Your Street
Your City, AZ 85202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elin Gunnarsson Runersjo
Skomakaregatan 13
Norrkoping, ot 60232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvonne Brown
9 Mayflower Ave
Hull
Hull, MA 2045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melinda Sanchez
1757 Marquette Ave
Brownsville, TX 78520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Seip
Your Street
Bensalem, PA 19020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Andrychowski
105 Clinic Dr
New Britain, CT 6051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
KEITH AUGUSTO
7135 Rebecca Road
Las Vegas, NV 89131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynda Haines
4 scargill close
Newthorpe
Newthorpe, ot NG16 2EA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Oliveira
Alenquer, 35
Lisbon, CA 91003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Radha Krendl
 
Santa Cruz , CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Perkins
2480 Loch way
El dorado hills, CA 95762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kendra bench
1367 York Ave
campbell, CA 95008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annette Huenke
Your S
P.t., WA 98368



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dea  Smith
Hyde Dr.
Loveland, CO 80538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roanne LeBrun
15-405 Puni Makai Loop S.
Pahoa, HI 96778



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Mesa
109 turtleback rd
Califon, NJ 07830



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristina Fukuda-Schmid
11250 Garfield Ave.
Culver City, CA 90230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Payne
fogwell
Leiston, CA IP16 4BB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karolina Krol
Parkes ave
Werrington , ot 2747



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Collins
2100 27th st
Sacramento, CA 95818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mariana Heymans
2 Saxenburgh Crescent
STRAND CAPE TOWN, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
amanda pearl
your street
houston, TX 77006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorraine  brabham
1313 Grand St
Hoboken , NJ 07030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Fox
105 Whispering Circle, Apt. 11
St. Augustine, FL 32084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
katrina child
Guerrero St
san francisco, CA 94110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Watson
921 Detroit St
Denver, CO 80206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Curtis
7 Robin Drive
Oakhurst, NJ 7755



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jutta Laurs
Mainstreet
Ortenberg, ot 77799



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Kitaen
15420 Old Hwy. 80, spc. 83
El Cajon, CA 92021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Solorzano
16807 Black Kettle Dr.
Leander, TX 78641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sophia Parenti
Kassou,7
Alimos, ot Athens



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanne Bradbury`
19 Boarshead Rd
Flemington, NJ 08822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Johnson
1215 Caravan Trail
duncanville, TX 75116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Beech
6 St. Gabrielle ct.
Tiburon, CA 94920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanette Holmgren
Your Street
Boden, ot 96167



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanna Hagglof
Foreningsgatan 9 A
Kristianstad, SC 29133



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gayle B. Rosenberry
703 Gorsuch Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Dineen
80490 28th St.
Lawton, MI 49065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Phillips
5380 Brittainywood Road
Kernersville, NC 27284



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Wagner
2505 Yonna St.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Norris
49 Clinton Ave
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brad Baier
210 W Union Ave
Fullerton, CA 92832



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia Silliman
Your Street
Santa Fe, NM 87501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ashleigh Soufas
301 Oak Ave
Harahan, LA 70123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Doolaege
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Moyse
15 Bramley Road
Walsall,  WS5 4LF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joel Kelly
111 Center Ave So
montrose, MN 55363



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Bechmann
Neugebaeudeplatz
St. Plten, ot 3100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Amon
1882 E. 104th Ave
#1535
Thornton, CO 80233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryle Shaughnessy
 
Marietta, GA 30062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bernadette Lato
711 Groveland St.
Creve Coeur, IL 61610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yuru Yuru
 
, IL 60610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yuru Yuru
 
, IL 60610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Elvi
Main St
alexander mills, NC 28043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Vineski
357 County Route 31
357 County Route 31
Madrid, NY 13660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margit Otterbach
Brockhusengasse 20
Wien, ot 1220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Fairweather
89 Chapel Field
ST AUSTELL, United Kingdom PL25 3EN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Isaac
Your Street
Guadalupe, CA 93434



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Montiel
La Piragua 26
LANZAROTE, ot 35508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Alexander
P O Box 797
Grass Lake, MI 49240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nina Thorendahl
Engly 86
Copenhagen, ot 2300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helene Vion
your street
Houston, TX 77006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
l Headley
121 SE  276th Street
Cross City, FL 32628



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Graziano
V. Casavecchia
torino, 0 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natasja Torfs
L Van Hullebuschstr
Schoten, ot 2900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa McTague
206 Foxcroft Village
Loch Sheldrake, NY 12759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dick Reiss
179 Brynteg Lane
Lexington, VA 24450



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie-Claire Tagnati
25, rue de Villepatour
25, rue de Villepatour
Courquetaine, ot 77390



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Collen Pryor
Your Street
Edgewater, FL 32132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ariana Martinez
Lima
Lima, ot 5115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Oleksa-Reiss
179 Brynteg Lane
Lexington, VA 24450



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franklin Kapustka
1539 SW 203rd Avenue
Aloha, OR 97003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
chad fuqua
3411 Springrock Ln
houston, TX 77080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Johnson
15 ACADEMY ST
ASHEVILLE, NC 28803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Pugliese
10946 Ruggles Road
Florence, AZ 85132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee Wolf
4548 Marple Street
Philadelphia, PA 19136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ma Luisa Islas
Cidonia 67
MÃ©xico D:F:, IA 4890



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mok Sho
Your Street
RnB, ot 56235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mok Sho
Your Street
RnB, ot 56235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Becky Anderson
2043 Ponderosa Ct
Bellingham, WA 98229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carly Steel
Your Street
Leander, TX 78641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susie Cook
your street
your city, OH 44709



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Madeco-Smith
Your Street
Little Falls, MN 56345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melvin Taylor
6585 Calvine Road
Sacramento, CA 95823



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norma McNeill
 
Atlanta, GA 30306



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bridget Palecek
1665 Clairville Road
Oshkosh, WI 54904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gente Consciente
Palmas 885
Mexico City, TX 77401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Hathaway
Your Street
Glos, ot GL54 4JA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne Copley
 
Cape Town,  7708



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr. J P
your street
morton, WA 98356



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S. H. Schluter
Das 1
De Wolden, ot 7958tp



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shari Grounds
1439 Auwaiku ST
Kailua, HI 96734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Justin  Carr
3308 Polo Place
Bronx, NY 10465



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cassandra Browning
2170 Raynor St
Salem, OR 97302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
annunziata musso
your street
TO, ot 10135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Kennedy
590 Barnes Rd
Montpelier, VT 05602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morgan Kanae
1505 n Irwin st
Hanford, CA 93230
 
5598179799



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Kolek
143 Main Street
Westford, MA 1886



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mitchel pilipovic
Your Street
minneapolis, MN 55419



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Kjono
Mulholland Dr.
Grand Forks, ND 58201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Devonte Henry
999 underwood dr
Arlington, TX 76015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raymond Roy Ziarno
Treasurer
1615 James St/
Lansing, MI 48906



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Keiser
your street
S. Miami, FL 33143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
debi kaufmann
8271 Pecos Way
denver, CO 80221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Britton
Your Street
Nipomo, CA 93444



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Vale
 
London,  Se28 0NA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
RITA FREITAS
RUA
SAO PAULO,  04348070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Mansell
Your Street
Loretto, TN 38469



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cem Ozkok
 
crownsville, MD 21032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lupina Vc
your street
Cuernavaca, IL 62230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Driscoll
Your Street
Lee's Summit, MO 64081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Rickett
3 Louis Court
Dartmouth, NS B3A 4X4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Blanchard
11303 Piney Point Circle
Houston, TX 77024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Wilks
8150 Wolf Creek Road South
Pell City, AL 35128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Harder
Your Street
Edmonton, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rev Marilyn Van Veersen
6966 E Calle denebola
Tucson, AZ 85710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Cogger
11 Woodman Court
Shaftesbury, ot sp78py



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Still
 
Bracknell,  RG12 9ED



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia DeRooy
210 Pomeroy Hollow
Eureka, CA 95503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annette Florence
13409-56st
Edmonton, AB t5a2g4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Buttles
P O Box 3055
Sedona, AZ 86340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Unthank
31 Park Road North
Manchester, ot M41 5AT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Ebers
P.O.Box 646
Greenwood Lkae, NY 10925



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Hill
30 Grovelands Close
London, ot SE5 8JN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Craig Martin
Hemlock Lane
New Stanton, PA 15672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Bremer
Your Street
Your City, WA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Fowler
Cordelia rd
Armadale,  6112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mathew Redfern
49 Whittingham Drive
Wroughton, ot SN40TE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Skantze
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tao Zrafi
St Laurent
Montreal, QC H2s3c3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dolores Foscherari
3003 Van Ness Street
Washington, DC 20008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rodolfo Sanchez
La Guayana
San Cristobal, 0 Tachira



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Fiore
your street
Westfield, NJ 07090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen and Jeff  Hay
Your Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sharon jones
Your Street
stanford le hope, ot ss17 0at



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
carol Cornish
Your Street
scottburgh,  4180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice Tobias
Your Street
Seatle, WA 98105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Howell
Your Street
Miami, FL 33255



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adam Schaffer
1807 NW Buckskin Ave.
Bentonville, AR 72712



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alisa Adobajor
Lenin st
12
Moskva, ot 107150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew Sharp
Your Street
Altoona, PA 16601
 
8149417746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alisa Adobajor
Lenin st
12
Moskva, ot 107150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claude Roulet
 
NYONS,  26110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny Feuchter
Espenmoosstrasse 11
St. Gallen,  9008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jose Avetikyan
Boytsovaya ulitsa
Moskva, AK 107150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
andrew kaplan
1640 Sunnybrook Ln Ne A208
palmbay, FL 32905



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Lavacca
34 Olive St
Bloomfield, NJ 07003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Pitman
1913 1/2 Magnolia Blvd.
Burbank, CA 91506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J.T. Smith
1000 Old Bethlehem Pike
Sellersville, PA 18960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Rosenberg
2109 Harriet Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adela Milla
Sao Paulo 123
Lima, AZ 511



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice West
PO Box 831
Twisp, WA 98856



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn LaBerta
Your Street
Harrison, ME 4040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn LaBerta
Your Street
Harrison, ME 4040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Madria Everson
29424 Fall River Rd
Southfield , MI 48076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Baley
4150 Pinecrest Circle East
Las Vegas, NV 89121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Britta Gratz
Elektrastr.18a
Munich, ot 81925



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Mitchell
206 Muscliffe Lane
Moordown
Bournemouth, ot BH9 3NN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jose Avetikyan
Boytsovaya ulitsa
Moskva, AK 107150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arlene Patoray
55 Azalea Street
Paramus, NJ 07652



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo Wiest
703C East Bay Dr.
#226
Largo, FL 33770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jose Avetikyan
Boytsovaya ulitsa
Moskva, AK 107150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
chris lewkowitz
your street
preston,  pr4 2jd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Wilson
Laroch
Rowan rd
Oban, ot Pa34 5ty



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alisa Adobajor
Lenin st
12
Moskva, ot 107150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Mcnulty
Your Street
Climax, NY 12042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Hill
Your Street49 french
Rochester, NY 14618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Schreiber
18254 Dejong Lane
LANSING, IL 60438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecelia Samp
4265 Emerson Ave
Schiller Park, IL 60176



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Dickinson-Adams
Your Street
Suffield, CT 06078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Shanske
475 Redwood St.,
San Diego, CA 92103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Woods
24 Cleveleys Ave
Thornton-Cleveleys, ot FY5 2AZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harvey Green
18 Rostrevor Close
Traralgon, ot 3844



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Tierney
Your Street
Saint Louis, MO 63108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Mack
347 Chippewa St
347 Chippewa St
Lester, PA 19029



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MARIA Alice SIMAO
sqn 108
Brasilia, OH 70744



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Clark
Glan Dwr, Minffordd Road
Caergeiliog
Holyhead, ot LL65 3LR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemarie Keenan
St Johns Road
St Johns Road, IA JE2 3WE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Pavlinos
12 Bouboulinas Str.
Athens, ot 14671



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Johnson
Your Street
Aylett, VA 23009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Becky Ramsden
Watford Road
Herts, ot wd7 8lu



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bernie Warbrick
Wisterwood way west
Sooke, BC V9z0g1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Oaks
132 Grayce Drive
Mesquite, NV 89027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew Evans
Your Street
Uxbridge, ot UB100JD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carla Babrick
1311 N. Third St.
Apt. B
St. Charles, MO 63301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clara Cracchiolo
29 lancelot Road
Manalapan, NJ 07726



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Nowack
201 State Route 299
31 Western Ave.
Highland, NY 12528



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Klspurr1a@gmail Spurr
3953 Lake Ashby Ct
Warrenton, VA 20187



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
christine mahan
28west vew
pegswood
morpeth, ot ne616rs



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pui Hang Miles
1 Eglington Drive
Wainscott
Rochester, ot ME3 8BF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Wilson
1917 E Eagle St.
Zachary, LA 70791



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Lisa Kowarski
 
,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Hart
24 William Kimber Crescent
Oxford, ot OX3 8LW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecily Colloby
2 Tregurno Bungalows
Probus
TRURO, ot tr24hx



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andre Talassi
Street: Luiz Bento Damiani n°357
Guarulhos SP, ot 7033030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anastasia Troukhina
 
Gentbrugge,  9050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dona Pereira
333 E 49th St
New York, NY 10017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Levin
3038 Arrowhead
plymouth meeting, PA 19462



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Gallagher
2313 W. 8th St.
Waterloo, IA 50702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Roche
7 Adams Rd
Edgewood, NM 87015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Freund
Your Street
Holly Springs, NC 27540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
simone leiss
your street
lloret, PA 17310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Mastri
Your Street
Bridgeport, CT 6606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Shepherd
your street
decatur, GA 30033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Bey
12212 17th Ave S
B
Burnsville, MN 55337



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edwin Skinner
238 Clifton Road
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
 
800-533-2042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Hughes
2101 Rays Branch Road
Charleston, WV 25314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giorgio Redigolo
Strada carrozzabile San Pietro 32
Sanremo, ot 18038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ned Rollins
2268 Westaire Court
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bill Francois
Your Street
Paris, TX 75116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
michele samela
4274 e darrow st
phoenix, AZ 85042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanine Greene
2660 W Catalina View Drive
tucson, AZ 85742



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Brazis
your street
Sf, CA 94110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynette MacLagan
 
Arkdale, WI 54613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylviane Muller
53, Rue de Boucheporn
Varsberg, ot 57880



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gervaise Soeurouge
 
New York City, NY 10009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Esther Juhl
Lüdenscheider Weg 5g
Berlin, ot 13599



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Petra Stang
Moorreye 25
Hamburg, DE 22415



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Katterson
P. O. Box 253
South Heights , PA 15081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Murdock
P. O. Box 38
Greenland, AR 72737



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolynn Groves
 
Manchester,  M15 5TG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Campbell
485 S. Tannahill St.
Vidor, TX 77662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie Devine
Your Street
Your City, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave I'm Smith
Gertrude street
Birkenhead, ot ch415eb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gill Turner
11 modyford walk
buckland Monachorum
Yelverton, ot PL20 7NQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gill Turner
11 modyford walk
buckland Monachorum
Yelverton, ot PL20 7NQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynda Hyde
176 Walker St.
Tiffin, OH 44883



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Budde
1171 Discovery Way
Concord, CA 94521



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Malcolm Elgut
359 Country Club Drive Apt 2
apt 2
Simi Valley, CA 93065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danny Jonckx
Kam 57
Wemmel, ot 1780



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Aquino
11001 Sw 10th Street
Pembroke pines, FL 33025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Lippnwe
3121SE Canby Rd.
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Benna
3039 Bristlecone Court
Coquitlam, BC V3E 2W7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
martina hainke
 
cleveland heights, OH 44118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
IcePrincess Joanne Marie
your street
Harleysville, PA 19438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cassandra Church
1853 County Rd
E. Montpelier, VT 05602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Muldaur
38 Miller Ave.
Mill Valley, CA 94941



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samara Hanson velloo
your street
Petaluma, CA 94954



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
carolyn watkinson
1760 Liberty St.
atwater, CA 95301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sergi Goldman-Hull
3923 Nevil Street
Oakland, CA 94601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maureen Mahoney
955 Massachusetts Avenue
#265
Cambridge, MA 2139



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leszek Wasielewski
Koniuchy
ToruD, ot 87-100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gisela Wykle
your street797 Coleman Cliff Rd.
Frankford, WV 24938



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marco  Baracca
your street
Milano , VA 20142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Akstull
9300 NE 99th Street
Vancouver, WA 98662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Misty Day
2313 E. Santa Fe Ave.
#2
Fullerton, CA 92831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Misty Day
2313 E. Santa Fe Ave.
#2
Fullerton, CA 92831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Holtrop
2771 Marquois Dr
Orange Park, FL 32073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Little
2316 Garland Dr
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie Beach
3 Eureka Terrace
Bovey Tracey
Newton Abbot,  TQ13 9HG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Mick
8014 Winsford
San Antonio, TX 78239



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
amy forgette
 
bay city , MI 48706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Green
Your Street
Devizes,  SN10 3GD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Birgitt Böhm
Frankenstraße 19
Forchheim, ot 91301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Bradley
1156 Highway 68
Crossville, TN 38555



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ayesha Mayhew
8 Harrington Villas
Brighton, ot BN1 6RG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Barrett
923 Short St
Loves Park, IL 61111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samantha Miller
Telford St
Cincinnati, OH 45220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
julie  port
stanhope road
slough
Berkshire, ot SL1 6JR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norwood McDaniel
26319 feathersound Dr
Punta Gorda, FL 33955



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Notario Calurano
C/ De La Font
Borrassa, ot 17770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
Destroying our  health and environment destroys our
economy.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Kansas
1203 Parkwood Ln
Garden City, NM 87532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynell Withers
2108 E 15th St
Russellville, AR 72802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Schechterle
14 Rice Drive
Wilbraham, MA 01095



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Riddle
Your Street
Austin, TX 78758



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia La Paglia
Your Street
GENOVA, ot 16138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liaudat Claudia
fruence 41
CHATEL-ST-DENIS, VA 1618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Rengers
391 John Joy Rd
Woodstock, NY 12498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
chantal beveren
Your Street
tervuren, ot 3080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Llorente
Your Street
MAdrid, ot 28035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Keeffe
808A Balmoral Court
Lakewood, NJ 08701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemary Halsey
12166 W. 7th Drive #7-104
Golden, CO 80401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Pawan
Your Street
Uk
Uk, ot Sa14lw



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Julia  Suarez
V.Regia 2
Cochabamba ,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kamran Niroo
 
honolulu, HI 96817



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elsy Shallman
17294 37th Place North
Loxahatchee , FL 33470



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Murphy
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Xiaoying Li
 
Greensboro, NC 27410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan Grattan
Kaipaa Port Medway
Station Rd
Cuxton, ot ME2 1AB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvia Cappi
Via Fontana, 1
Barzago, ot 23890



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.   THIS HAS BEEN HAPPENING FOR YEARS HERE IN
FLORIDA.  ONE WOULD THINK THEY WOULD HAVE A SUGGESTION AS HOW TO
IMPROVE THIS SITUATION BY NOW!!!!
 
April B. Denton
 
Coconut Creek, FL your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Caraco
your street
Camden, SC 29020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adele Meroni
Via Fontana, 1
Barzago, ot 23890



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liane Kirby
4704 Azeele street
Tampa, FL 33609



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Fifer
16077 Willow Creek Rd.
Lewew, DE 19958



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisa Francesca Lorenzetti
Georgenstr. 72
Muenchen, ot 80799



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Peterson
your street
Cloverdale, CA 95425



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francis Randall
Lillie Road
London, ot SW6 1UT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
simon barrett
24 Ballance Street
lansdown road
bath, TN 99999



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deirdre Bruce-Brand
Your Street
Uckfield,  TN22 5BW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alfonso Miranda
Your Street
TOLUCA, IA 50170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Penelope Whiting
your street
Pomezia, ot 00040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lin  Koester
your street
camp vetde, AZ 86322



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya Teneyuque
2390 Bastrop St.
Houston, TX 77004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
klaus simon
Liederbacherstr.22
Hattersheim, ot 65795



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marina Kazantseva
Podvodnika Kuzmina
St. Petersburg, ot 198215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
We have already killed off over 50% of the wildlife on the land, if we keep on destroying
sea life and birds we may very well fulfill Biblical prophesy of destroying one third 33% of
the life in the air, land, and sea. Is this really where we want to take this country and the
world? We should be fighting this crime against God not committing it.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Pierson
1322 Hitchin Lane
Channelview, TX 77530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sophie Langlais
158 Mcconachie crescent
Fort McMurray, AB T9K1K7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Qian Hui Loh
62
Singapore, ot 680613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Johnston
2531 Alva Ave
El Cerrito, CA 94530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Char Schumann
your street
palatine, IL 60067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jen Coffin
8215 62nd Ct E Apt.1806
Sarasota, FL 34243



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
erasmo joseph furiati
Urb. El Pñal. Nº 10
barquisimeto-lara, FL 33166



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Ellis
376 Pearson Dr.
Asheville, NC 28801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Allen
105 Viewcrest Road
Bellingham, WA 98229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Guy
4679 Independence St.
Wheat Ridge, CO 80003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob Fursich
Your Street
hartsdale, NY 10530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie  Galvin
Your Street
Belfast, ot BT4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debi Holt
Your Street
Holley, NY 14470



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Justine Collet
Rue Marguerite Yourcenar 11
Louvain-la-Neuve,  1348



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee Tysall
105 Banners Lane
Redditch, ot B97 5NA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sabine Muench
Babelsberger Str. 50
Berlin, ot 10715



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Bein
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Malcolm
 
, NH 03868



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Black
Your Street
Southampton, ot so18 5el



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Woltman
N8294 County Road QQ
Malone, WI 53049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kara Segal
your street
Cambridge, MA 2138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Smith
3044 N.w. 30th
Oklahoma City, OK 73112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
suzanne Schlise
 
, CO 80209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Schilte
Llaan
Your City, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rasila Queen
your street
Elmira, NY 14904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Kotzer
Your Street
Kirkland, WA 98034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giovanni Zanotti
Your Street
rivarolo canavese , ot 10086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Roig
21081 Woodspring Ave
Boca Raton, FL 33428



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S Birch
 
,  GL60JW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olivia Schlosser
9 Atwoodville Lane
Mansfield Center, CT 06250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Sullivan
N International Blvd
Weslaco, TX 78599



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan McKay
55 Pepperwood Crescent
Kitchener, ON N2A 2R4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jed pendragon
 
,  ex81af



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Divoff
Av. Reforma 9-00 Zone 9
guatemala, ot 1009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Powers
4422 Claremont Ave
Sarasota , FL 34231



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rod Berryman
your street
Woori Yallock, AL 3139



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linette Schreiber
75 Ardmore Ave.
Ardmore, PA 19003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Katzenmeyer
324 Marquette
Fairlawn, OH 44333



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gene Ulmer
Your Street
Salt Lake City, UT 84121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erik Fredrickson
205 Dartmouth Dr.
Albuquerque, NM 87106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giovanni Crisanti
Strada nuova per Opicina 37
Trieste, ot 34151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
glenda Deaton
2771 Fallon Cr
Simi Valley, CA 93065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renee Te
S Dragspelsg.
Gothenburg, ot 42144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Horton
156 S. Spruce Ave., Ste. 213
South San Francisco, CA 94080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Celia Flores
6935 Laguna de Palmas
6935 laguna de palmas
Brownsville, TX 78526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Hillander
Your Street
Latham, NY 12110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
__ _
Your Street
san diego, CA 92196



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Quinn
1305 Oak Park Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew Miller
ashdown Road
Bexhill-on-Sea, ot TN40 1SE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maribel Villar Carbonell
Partida El Aljibe Seco, diseminado 974
Ll_ria  (Valencia), IN 46160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Thornsbury
6 Ave SW
Federal Way, WA 98023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Schmittauer
P.O. Box 193 Sand Ridge
Chauncey, OH 45719



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franklin Percival
 
Shrewsbury,  99999



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Mills
1105 Enclave Circle
Nashville, TN 37013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
steve stevens
Beesfield Lane
farningham, ot Da4 0la



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauren Murdock
Your Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Martinez
11517 Anamoree Lane
Jacksonville, FL 32223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Viviane VÃtor
 
Contagem,  32371350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Urias
 
Seattle, WA 98125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elzbieta Beck
112 Eyrescroft
Peterborough, ot PE38EU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Malc Moore
564 E Quincy Ave
Portola, CA 96122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
darynne jessler
Your Street
valley village, CA 91607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
N. Huijzer
-
-
-, ot 96870



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phil Fitzgerald
1117 W. Cedar
Olathe, KS 66061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Blanca Staton
 
Vigo(Spain),  36212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jameson McDonnell
Your Street
phila, PA 19148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jimmy Orevich
3 Cajeput Court
Gold Coast, ot 4227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ina Cantrell
6161 Baltimore Drive
La Mesa, CA 91942



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
the ignorance of men is the enemy of mama nature,
why is it that the most educated commit the worst crimes against nature and humanity?
men has turn earth into a painful place, this means you...
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nando A.
16625 Kent Des Moines Rd
Your City, WA 98198



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Cannell
2206 Apache Dr NW
Huntsville , AL 35810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Leahy
Your Street
Brentwood, MO 63144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Inga Jaeger
1019 2nd Ave
Iowa City, IA 52240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sharon byers
13042 Stanbridge Ave
dowey, CA 90242



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Salome Waters
110-4450 Viewmont Ave
Victoria,  V8Z 5L1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Sheffield
41 Goldfinch Drive
HAMILTON, NJ 08690



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicky Williamson
Your Street
Blyth, ot ne241sa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ioana Datcu
2949 Victoria Drive
Springfield, IL 62704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Edwards
 
,  3818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee Vaughan
13 Ashgrove Close
Sebastopol
Pontypool, ot NP4 5DA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Nemiroff
17 Churchills Road
Portugal Cove, NF A1M 2P5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne McCabe
19 St.Regis Street
East Hartford, CT 06108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johannes Stratmann
125 Trent House rd
Irmo, SC 29063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lawrence Bojarski
9 Valerie Drive
Vernon, CT 6066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Dickovitch
your street
Chapel Hill, TN 37034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Priscilla Moore
 
ipswich,  ip41af



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Priscilla Moore
 
ipswich,  ip41af



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ginger Anderson
 
Overland Park, KS 66212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mathieu Avard
13 Karoola Rd.
Lambton, ot 2299



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne W.
Your Street
Norfolk, VA 23510



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Nielsen
Harris Road
Barkers Vale, ot 2474



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Miesel
3723-A E.15TH St.
Vancouver, WA 98661



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Miesel
3723-A E.15TH St.
Vancouver, WA 98661



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marina Comand
La Chapelle 25
Vaulruz, ot 1627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liese Doyen
2041 Sierra Road
3
Concord, CA 94518



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlen Hdz.
Coahuiltecos
Mexico City , NY 14438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Glen Benjamin
your street
Portsmouth, NH 03801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gaylen Stirton
4200 Suter Street
Oakland, CA 94619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Treseder
 
,  pl22 0aw



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tamara Cain
9416 Bravo Way
Sacramento, CA 95826



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Gearhart
your street
Baltimore, MD 21211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rick Lanham
124 Windsor Road
Springfield, IL 62702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
benjamin carpenter
 
oakland, CA 94607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I really appreciate that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth contour to
the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons as off-
limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-water trawl
gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons
will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the
areas that they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those
detailed in Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries
or gear types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use
of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s
effective implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo Yount
 
Port Townsend, WA 98368



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriela Baldaia
Rua 9 Abril
Porto, ot 42003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Constance  Rodd
4531 Cartier st.
Salt lake city, UT 84117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Rider
 
Spring, TX 77380



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jon Van de Grift
3326 Loyola Ct
Boulder, CO 80305



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nancy zebracki
1220 East Long Lake
troy, MI 48085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Walker
445 W El Norte Pkwy
Apt 04
Escondido, CA 92026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Len  Rogoff
78249 Yucca Blossom Dr.
Palm Desert, CA 92211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Boyd
142 Helen Ct
Boone, NC 28607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edna Rossenas
Your Street
MUIR BEACH, CA 94965



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terrie Phenicie
W15738 Limberg Lane
Athelstane, WI 54104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Coleman
3096 hazzard st
Placerville, CA 95667



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra  Shaw
 
, TX 78641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Phenicie
W15738 Limberg Lane
Athelstane, WI 54104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Phenicie
W15738 Limberg Lane
Athelstane, WI 54104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Wilcox
1414 26th Street
Sacramento, CA 95816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Kniffin
your street
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Enright
18 Upcrest Rd
Boston, MA 02135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachelle Parks
240 Day Valley Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alla Vitsienko
Bodenstedtstraße 35
Munich, ot 81241



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Creswell
2557 S Dover St
#88
Lakewood, CO 80227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Fleming
802 SW Terwilliger Place
Portland, OR 97239



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Clark-Kahn
26 H Milford Ln
suffern, NY 10901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Russell
Calypso Drive
Papamoa Beach
Tauranga, ot 3118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melinda McBride
8801 Eton Ave
Canoga Park, CA 91304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nathan Sullenberger
185 Winfield Circle
Greensburg, PA 15601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Stevenson
PO Box 394
709 midland valley rd
Panama, OK 74951



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Regina
3704 Ladera Drive NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ROBERT WARREN
 
, GA 30066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Paleias
3300 Ne 36 Street
Ft.lauderdale, FL 33308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pattie Meade
your street
San Clemente, CA 92672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Hughes
5181 chelsea brook lane
Glen Allen, VA 23060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erica Munn
43 Stratford Way
Halifax, NS B3S 1E5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christy Fawcett
3211 W Wapato Dr Unit 51
Moses Lake, WA 98837



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Flynn
 
, SC 29526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sonja rosius
dorpsstraat
Heppen
leopoldsburg, ot 3971



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christiane Pistyor
520 E 72 Styour street
16B
New York, NY 10021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber Guthrie
your street
Gwynn Oak, MD 21207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maya Clausen
730 cristaldi way
Longwood, FL 32779



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aubrey Jennings
Your Street
Your City, WA 98405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration. Please save the coral.
 
malissa anne hundley
Your Street
Vail, AZ 85641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Doyle
7938 Birchdale
Elmwood Pk, IL 60707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Cote-Demilia
136 Jacob Rd
Southbury, CT 06488



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jordan Van Itallie
 
Mahwah, NJ 7430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorrie Edmonson
1107 Fair Oaks Ave. #392
South Pasadena, CA 91030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gregory Dudley
 
ormond beach, FL 32174



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chenoa Elizabeth
5815 McCommas Blvd
APT E
Dallas, TX 75206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Klinka
36 neillian st.
Bedford, MA 01730



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Svetlana Vutsova
Your Street
Rousse,  7000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Johannsen
 
Minneapolis, MN 55411



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Pitcher
Post Office Box 322
Orland, CA 95963



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Uharriet
211 E 5th Ave
Slc, UT 84103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Amlashi
1 Green Valley Drive
Chelmsford, MA 01824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta Freeman
3120 Jarlath
Chicago, IL 60645



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rose Hutchins
110 W. Washington
Norwalk, OH 44857



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonita Staas
Your Street
Orangeville, IL 61060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Simmons
2150 Preakness Ct
Charlotte, NC 28273



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kathleen mcnally
3112 S. Woods Ave.
mchenry, IL 60051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clayton St John
10290 Ute Pass Ave
Green Mountain Falls, CO 80819



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Ebbing
59 Mansion BLVD apartment R
Delmar, NY 12054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clara Halfin
 
Parsons, WV 26287



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriela Baldaia
Rua 9 Abril
Porto, ot 42003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Vallejos
 
aurora, CO 80010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalia Arboleda
8917 B Lasalle
Montreal, QC h8p1z8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mandy Kalin
Your Street
Cherryfield, ME 04622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Conaway
684 Gardenview SW
Byron Center, MI 49315



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
JAN PAYNE
312 Max St
JACKSON, MI 49203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charesa  Harper
4399 warm springs rd
Glen ellen, CA 95442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
JACOB PW
01
ENGLAND, ot TA6 7PS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charity Showalter
Your Street
Your City, CO 80922



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristin Campbell
your street
Waconia, MN 55387



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Misha George
your street
Norfolk, VA 23513



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Cox
 
Slocomb, AL 36375



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jonathan Boyne
2013 Kakela Dr.
Honolulu, HI 96822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katie Sirk
16181 Frederick rd
Woodbine, MD 21797



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Severance
2535 Barren Oak Court
DeLand, FL 32720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sjakyra Friedt
Your Street
Your City, ot 3032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Camille  Cress
4719 Westwood
Little rock, AR 72204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kiley Brown
Your Street
Louisville, KY 40208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Hockman
2384 Cherry lane
Suffolk, VA 23434



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexa Chriso
16600 92nd Ave N
Apt 110
Maple Grove, MN 14561



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
irene walker
38a
gillinggate
kendal, ot la9 4je



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Zenk
4132 SW Kenyon St
4132 SW Kenyon St
Seattle, WA 98136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Brighton
141 Pickpocket Rd
Brentwood, NH 3833



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Serra
2747 Via Capri
Clearwater, FL 33764



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olimpia Szubka
 
Middleton,  M244WL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Manges
99 Neely St.
Berea, KY 40403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sofia Santos
 
,  1150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sofia Santos
 
,  1150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Kirkby
9 Albany Ave.
Toronto, ON M5R3C2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Farndon
your street
London,  IG8 7QR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Rossee
Your Street
Olympia, WA 98507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Rosenkotter
201 Crest Drive
Deer Harbor, WA 98243



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
johnny smith
Your Street
SLOCOMB, AL 36375



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Moses
 
, TN 37403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
h masih
 
ithaca, NY 14850



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melinda Shaw
205 M ovulation Court
Cloverdale, CA 95425



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Glenn Ross
 
Eureka, CA 95502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amie Corrado-Babe
1103 Montgomery Rd
Wilmington, DE 19805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antoinette Ambrosio
Your Street
Long Beach, CA 90802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Rohrbaugh
15900 Ridgeview Rd
Willits, CA 95490



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jaime Bernthaler
 
Bridgeville, PA 15017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Bennett
201-w Park Row #207
St. Peter, MN 56082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Carnes
 
Barstow, CA 92311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth George
7262 Strawberry Road
Summerfield,, NC 27358



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Chase
your street
Stockton, CA 95210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tasha Van Hemme
1250 Huntington Circle
Peterborough , ON K9k 2b2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Heisler
6521 Clay St. #4
Denver, CO 80221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Lynn Brooks
Your Street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Lynn Brooks
Your Street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Lynn Brooks
Your Street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Brown
your street
Gloucester, MA 01930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sun Cho
1207 Estates Lanes
Bayside, NY 11360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie  Green
9727 Sweetwater Ln
Ventura, CA 93004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Lankin
9 County Road 29
Cottam/ont., ON n0r1b0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hector Glez
marquzado
oaxaca, ot 68030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Desantis
 
panama city, FL 32408



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morrigan Black
811 Masonic Oak Drive
Brazoria, TX 77422



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Le Marquand
4300 - 2nd Street
Laval, QC H7W 4P4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
linda winchester
 Markley Street
norristown, PA 19401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alwen Bauer
1300 Granvia Altamira
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keita Colton
360 Ryegate Rd.
Wells River, VT 05081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Grishman
Your Street
Hyde Park, NY 12538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cary Semit
Your Street
Herkimer, NY 13350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Buckley
6818 51st Street
San Diego, CA 92120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Elliott
2614 Woodmont Dr
Suite/Apt #
Durham, NC 27705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Ford
790 S 5th W
Mountain Home, ID 83647



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Elliott
2614 Woodmont Dr
Suite/Apt #
Durham, NC 27705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Rappaport
Your Street
Henderson, NV 89052



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Shanks
10521 Michael Drive
Alexandria, KY 41001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Prairie Moser
800 W. 10th St.
Bandon, OR 97411



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keyshia Custalow
your street
Baltimore, MD 21213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Jerome
5027 Strain
El Paso , TX 79924



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Mckinnon
your street
St James, MO 65559



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carmen Druke
746 E 19th St
Houston, TX 77008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Blonsky
your street
Blairsville, GA 30512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Rechetnick
2303 6th St
Everett, WA 98201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Pitt
5726 N.E. Detroit
Kansas City, MO 64119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Barnes
your street
Melbourne, VI 3125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerald Mcdaid
Your Street
Sheffield,  S12 4HQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pablo Moran
Your Street
Montclair, CA 91763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi Handsaker
918 Avenue C
Billings, MT 59102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nadine Chatel
12 Rue J-B Clément
Gentilly, 0 94250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Callahan
1409 Fox Street
Bozeman, MT 59715



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Bainbridge
hazelhurst dr
Houston, TX 77043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Kilday
1142 Pilgrim Parkway
Elm Grove, WI 53122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Vincent
105 Village Drive
Kerrville, TX 78028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edmund Dornheim
215 Harrison Avenue
Glenside, PA 19038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Dahlgren
96 Silver Lane Apt. C2
East Hartford, CT 06118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miss Novella  Adoue
34 Griswold Rd.
Rye, NY 10580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Messina
518 Cadiz Dr.
Davenport, FL 33837



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marguerite Weiner
3 Miscoe Hill Rd
Upton, MA 01568



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marguerite Weiner
3 Miscoe Hill Rd
Upton, MA 01568



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Toler
1954 South street
Toms River, NJ 8753



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Wisch
23709 Del Monte Drive
Valencia, CA 91355



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Schuchard
1666 Allendale Drive
Nolensville, TN 37135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alain Bos
your street
Utrecht, CA 91204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Weber
605 Hale st.
Johnson City, TN 37601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alain Bos
your street
Utrecht, CA 91204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Tucker
PO Box 18362
Pensacola, FL 32523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Parsons
415 Chateau Woods Pkwy Dr
Conroe, TX 77385



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Israel Valdez
Sn Jose
Coacalco, GA 30314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Israel Valdez
Sn Jose
Coacalco, GA 30314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Cauvi
Le Puy
Archigny, ot 86210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration. Remember life is not a joke.
 
Maximilian Kiefer
Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bertha Civeira
Punta Molas
Cancun, ot 77



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Glaze
4213 Clemson Drive
Garland, TX 75042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alicia Zody
Your Street
Marshall, IL 62441



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Norris
14 Huntington
Pensacola, FL 32506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Pauls
2464 Smizer Mill Est Dr
Fenton, MO 63026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Foster
Your Street
Madison, WI 53704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Gold
1550 S. Blue Island Ave.
505
Chicago, IL 60608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Mc Nally
Your Street
Mareeba, ot 4880



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rocío Salgado R.
Paseo de Echegaray 30
Naucalpan edo. de MÃ©xico, ot 53160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Goff
 
Vero beach, FL 32962



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Rattner
91 Schwarz Boulevard
Jefferson Township
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Smith
Your Street
Waltham, MA 02451



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lonnie Stanton
3702 State Route 756
Felicity, OH 45120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Tutt
7613 Cornell dr
Rowlett , TX 75088



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abby Spitzer
119 Penfield Ave, Croton, N.y.
croton, NY 10520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eleanor Smithwick
1759 Dyson Drive NE
Atlanta, GA 30307



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lanelle Lovelace
P.O. Box 342
295 Fresno Lane
Crestone, CO 81131
 
7199377758



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Hanna
56 2nd St Apt
Albany, NY 12210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marvin  Durbin
1629 Calvin Circle
Kissimmee, FL 34746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rand Guthrie
7102 77th Ave Se
Snohomish, WA 98290



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Holt
6744 Hollis Ave
Dallas, TX 75227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norma Campbell
37 Decorah lane
Campbell, CA 95008
 
408-559-7379



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Morrison
Your Street
Ottawa, ON K1S 1M9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Albert Fecko
8400 Warren Boulevard
Center Line, MI 48015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorelei Stielren
2144 Irosnide Drive
Plano, TX 75075



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Napolitano
290 Manhattan Ave
Hawthorne, NY 10532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvana Berardo
64-36 Madison St
Ridgewood, NY 11385



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
V Evn
1335 W Rosedale
Chicago, IL 60660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maureen McCoy
Your Street
Slo, CA 93465



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Clark
1089
Miss, ON l5e2p6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pedro Ridolfo
Calle 4 N° 115 Dto. 3
La Plata, ot 1900Argent



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Odette Bardina
Your Street
North Bergen, NJ 07047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Taylor
2330 kearney
Denver, CO 80207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cherie Tindale
your street
Bundanoon,  2578



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keli Myers
5386 Hwy 5
Catawba, SC 29704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zoltan Buday
322-581 Cardero St.
Vancouver, BC V6G 3L3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Fast
10808 Dickinson Rd
Ozawkie, KS 66070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacqueline Wolfe
 
Calumet, MI 49913



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Bassett
5205 Quayle Ln
Sebastopol, CA 95472



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Iffland
2417 W Gladys Ave
Chicago, IL 60612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jonathan Nash
500 East 83rd Street, #10B
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larissa G.
Your Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15228



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Myers
5906 Greenhill Ave
Baltimore, MD 21206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne Gordon-Watson
your street
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Reynolds
1015 Ventana drive
Windsor, CA 95492



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Ridolfo
Charcas 3421 Piso 12 Dto. A
Buenos Aires, ot 1425Argent



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa McCool
your street
your city, WA 98942



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ryan  Yanchar
your street
Mentor, OH 44060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erin Moore
2225 Eastern Parkway
Apt 2
Niskayuna, NY 12309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juanita Davis
W Russell Rd
las vegas, NV 89148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catharine McEachern
687 Lincoln Ave
St Paul, MN 55105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veronica Manthei
3705 Toscanella Ave
Henderson, NV 89052



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark McClune
1610 Knights Dr
South Park, PA 15129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
paula madden
18montaguestreet
edinburgh, UT eh8 9qx



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erin Lindquist
2588 el Camino real
Carlsbad, CA 92008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Enrico Pelausa
Your Street
Manassas Park, VA 20111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Carpenter
Your Street
Woodhaven, MI 48183



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica May
Your Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucy Sparks
 
,  BS231UT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darryl Sawyer
 
, NC 28083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Pohley
Your Street
FRANKLIN, IN 46131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Hicks
921 Ell Way
Sarasota, FL 34243



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer K
4648
Boulder, CO 80301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Foley
225 munger hill road
Westfield, MA 01085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline  Sévilla
4 allée Marc chagall
Champs-sur-marne , ot 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Taggart
1705 Valparaiso Ave
Menlo Park, CA 94025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adrian Shiva
18 Olympia Avenue, Millennium Park
Trincity, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nyack Clancy
30 E 30th St
manhattan, NY 10016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea  Hall
Your Street
Oak Ridge, NJ 07438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosina Clarke
Tweed Road
Lithgow, Australia, ot 2790



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea  Hall
Your Street
Oak Ridge, NJ 07438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Cooper
Po 159
Kuranda, ot 4881



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Byrd-Mackbee
Your Street
Snellville, GA 30078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ms Suzanne a'Becket
Your Street
Your City, CA 95014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vera Holguin
Your Street
los Angeles, CA 90035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
B E Baldwin
 
Long Beach, CA 90814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
daniel honorio
156 swan ave
ludlow, MA 01056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Moissant
2965 Ross Lane
Central Point, OR 97502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Raebeck
Your Street
Kapaa, HI 96746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Anderson
2735 Benvenue Avenue
#1
Berkeley, CA 94705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathy Maggard
108 Valley
Berea, KY 40403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara  Peterlin
9156 S. Winchester
Chicago , IL 60643



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joshua Bewig
Your Street
Sausalito, CA 94965



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Freeman
P.O. Box 141344
Columbus, OH 43214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J. Moreira
Box 343
Barrington, RI 02806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Olson
9100 Chanute Dr.
Bethesda, MD 20814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Selena  Vazquez
your street
your city, CA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Davis
P. O. Box 170
Crystal Beach, FL 34681



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Funchess
18914 Angeline Ave NE
Suquamish, WA 98392



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Hopkins
250 Schoolside Lane
Guildord, CT 06437



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zohal Khan
1542 Geraldine St
Apt D
Bethlehem, PA 18017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Harris
580 Jarvis Street
Cheshire, CT 6410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rene Besette
205-10140-120 Street
Edmonton, AB T5K 1Z8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Buzzeo
Your Street
Greenwich, CT 06831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irene Schmidt
1820 E. Blue Mounds
Mt Horeb, WI 53572



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theodore Wuerslin
Your Street
Waukesha, WI 53186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lopamudra Mohanty
1542 River Birch Dr
St.Peters, MO 63376



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adriana Saldana
Ote 83 num 4424
Df, NJ 07890



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelika Braxton
9703 Spruce Ridge
Converse, TX 78109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Wolf
6612 Crescent Ave.
Buena Park, CA 90620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Shaw
165 Esmeyer Drive
San Rafael, CA 94903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Sullivan
your street2229 N. Brighton Pl.
Arlington Heights, IL 60004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
karen white
6250 conneticut st
zephyrhills, FL 33542



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Burmester
 
Raleigh, NC 27612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Mccamon
10495 W. Briar Oaks Dr. D
Stanton, CA 90680



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Robbins
Your Street
Waltham, MA 2452



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vera Limongi
rua vanderlei, 129
Sao Paulo, ot 5011000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Friend of the Species Taylor
1016 e D st
Moscow, ID 83843



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
virginia mendez
NE 173 street
Miami, FL 33160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franklin Kapustka
1539 SW 203rd Avenue
Aloha, OR 97003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elise Ray Mohallil
862 Meginnis
Tallahassee , FL 32312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Gaulin
5725 Forest St.
Burnaby, BC V5G 1X4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Reynolds
Your Street
St Helier, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shreshtha Jain
3113 Squall Way
Bloomington, IL 61704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
christine donati
 
hooksett, NH 3106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ilona Braune
Gartenfelder Str. 1
Berlin, NY 13599



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
virginia mendez
NE 173 street
Miami, FL 33160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Smith
824 Thornwood Blvd.
Elyria, OH 44035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Creech
1701 Salem Rd Apt C-15
None
Burlington, NJ 8016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Yll
513 NW 36 Avenue
513 NW 36 Avenue
Deerfield  Beach, FL 33442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Landreth
Your Street
Lakewood, CO 80232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Jones
1007 Poplar St.
Wayne, NE 68787



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
B Keane
16 Ash Drive
Gales ferry, CT 06335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D.A. ROY
Po Box 3533
HOUSTON, TX 77253



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen  Wroblewski
3404 Tuttle Ave.
Erie, PA 16504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
The Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is rightly looking to protect deep-sea coral
ecosystems. Let's limit bottom trawling as much as possible. We have more-efficient ways
of growing food. Fishing should never be allowed to cause longterm environmental
damage.  Please implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you!
 
Matt Wold
Your Street
Alamo, CA 94507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Clemens
730 Mexico Road
p.o.box 276
Milton, PA 17847



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roland Burns
8 harmony drive
standish, ME 04084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheryl Faulconer
P. O. Box 379, 1Pelto Road
Sioux Lookout, ON P8T 1A5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Acquino
1615 Morningside DriveYour Street
Mount Dora, FL 32757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Justine King
Your Street
New York, NY 10021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Carr
41 Carnegie St
Brisbane, ot 4074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janell Jenkins
1913 Ridgecrest
Garland, TX 75042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Young
 
Bradenton , FL 34208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Mair
Damaschkestr
Salzgitter, TN 38229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Normoyle
4105 Longmoor Dr.Unit 74
Burlington Ontario, ON L7l6C3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Morin
634 N. High St.
Carlinville, IL 62626



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Seema Nathoo
your street
your city, CO your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pattie Roke
848 N 25th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Hartgraves
Your Street
Your City, CA 94568



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Johnson
1814 Reinelt Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
gael tryles
 
holly, MI 48442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
virginia mendez
NE 173 street
Miami, FL 33160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
deirdre downey
5100 Fairchild
Fairbanks, AK 99709



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sisse Jensen Sisse Jensen
Masnedogade 5
copenhagen, IA 21000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Herbener
1229 Dewey Ave
Evanston, IL 60202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antonia Salaz
 
Grand Junction, CO 81502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Ordorika
Cantil 175
M)xico DF, ot 1900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristin Adcock
1453 S Dudley
LAKEWOOD, CO 80232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
This is insane. I am not saying that dramatically. It is insanity to destroy our environment
and uncaringly kill tens of thousands of living creatures just to make more money.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Victor
201 Main Street
Margaretville, NY 12455



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol  polak
Your Street
forest park , IL 60130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelina Dominici
 
, ot 41464



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Sandrone
your street
Milwaukee, WI 53218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keith D'Alessandro
Your Street
Canton, MI 48187



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
claudia rodrigues
 
,  39804216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franklin Platizky
3117 Cedar Hill
Denton, TX 76209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Tornatore
1068 Calle del Cerro
San Clemente, CA 92672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Tran
213 W. Columbine Ave.
Santa Ana , CA 92707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacy Patyk
 
Aptos, CA 95003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joshua Shum
Your Street
Murwillumbah, YT 2484



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Fricke
Your Street
Los Amgeles, CA 90065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Linam
801 Oxford Way
Benicia, CA 94510



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Cooper
your street
 naalehu, HI 96772



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ekaterini tina caroussos
 
Laval,  H7W 3L1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Joyce
275 Randill
Chateauguay, QC J6J 2P4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Niendorf
508 Kelsando
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sakura Vesely
4432 Actriz Place
Martinez, CA 94553



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sylvia r
Your Street
lauderhill, FL 33319



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Les Rout
 
East Lansing, MI 48823



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Eastwood
 
banora point,  2486



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda  Cooper
Your Street
North Chesterfield, VA 23237



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Jakubauskas
2010 Cleaver Ave.
Burlington , ON L7m4c1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Bellomo
Your Street
Rochester, NY 14609



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margarita Doychinova
Your Street
Sofia, ot 1618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mee leng Chan
40 n Irwin st
Indianapolis, IN 46219



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mirian Rivera-Shapiro
Your Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Davis
4536 Treebrook Rd.
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MaryAnna Foskett
101 Brantwood Road
Arlington, MA 02476



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aleksei Ivanov
 
Cheboksary,  428022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Kosec
Your Street
Austintown, OH 44515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dogan ozkan
Abbasagamahallesi Yildiz Caddesi No 39/1
yenisehir mahallesi
besiktas istanbul turkey, AK 99701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Johnson
5801 Woodcock Rd
Sequim, WA 98382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
james hatchett
Your Street
reseda, CA 91335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cornelia Teed
6258 Argyle St
Ferndale, WA 98248



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Thomas
639 15h St
 
San Francisco, CA 94801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry S.c.
 
Santa Maria, CA 93455



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Baerbel Wichmann
Hermannstr. 45
Muenster, ot 48151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
natasha salgado
5 maynard ave
5 maynard ave
toronto, MO 21122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammora Kalis
644 reno street
Mankato, MN 56001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jelica Roland
Sv. Martin 96
Buzet, ot 52420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosie Truscott
 
San Diego, CA 92126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Glover
your street
Tucson, AZ 85710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shan Albert
1881 Washington Ave.,
#15f
Hallandale, FL 33008
 
305 491-8010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Boehm
Longpond
Rochester, NY 14612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Skiba
 
, MI 49707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Hayes
Your Street
Modesto, CA 95350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Nikolasevic
357 Hoffman St.
Kitchener, ON N2M 3N5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Flavia Lacerda
 
,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Williamson
458 Lloyd Ave
San Leandro, CA 94578



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber Gilchrist
13845 Halleluiah Trl
Elbert, CO 80106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Dick
6860 Farnham rd
Courtenay, BC V9j1n6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Nilson
798 Sw 85Th Avenue
34 Paul Gulch Rd Whitehall MT
Okeechobee, FL 34974



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Gould
971 larmier
Oak view , CA 93022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Wiseman
2453 Griffith Park Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Jones
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christian Reyes
12361 Falcon Ln.
Moreno Valley, CA 92555



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Rosa
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeta Peneva-Aiguzina
Orion
Sofia,  1335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Purviance
8247 Lone Pine Place
Granite Bay, CA 95746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Millar
Your Street
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
luiz fernando ache garcez
AV CARLOS BARBOSA 354
TORRES, AK 95300000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carmencita Fuentes
 
Makati City,  1235



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Filiz Selman
Your Street
st, NY 10804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Georgie  Waite
118 Vauxhall road
North shore city, ot 0624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Imlay
Biologist
2321 Woodberry Drive
Bryans Road, MD 20616
 
3012830808



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Sazonov-Robinson
900 Meridian East,
Milton, WA 98354



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Stankiewicz
4700 Central
Detroit, MI 48210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Schueler
1041 N. 475 E.
Chesterton, IN 46304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ilya Turov
26416 field st
Moreno Valley, CA 92555



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eric Lambart
7122 N. Oatman Ave.
Portland, OR 97217



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candace Lewandowski
2124 Kennen Drive
Valrico, FL 33594



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Bernot
Your Street
Mentor, OH 44060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Minette Plaza
Your Street
Sacramento, CA 95822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Peterson
735 York Ct
Northbrook, IL 60062
 
8474120549



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Peterson
735 York Ct
Northbrook, IL 60062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Squires
3825 Orange Way
Oceanside, CA 92057



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Camilla Torsander
Hertig Johans gata 5
Skovde, ot 54130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Platou
Furusundsgatan 14
Stockholm, ot 11537



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Lorenz
your street
Edmonds, WA 98026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chantal Lamy
9 Chelsea Village
1st street, northwold
Gauteng, AK 21889



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
s a  healy
220 Ryans Ct
Sharpsburg, GA 30277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mark swenor
21 Brookside Dr
Hampden, MA 1036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marijana BabiÄ
Karasova 2
Rijeka,  51000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Middleton
137 Diamond
Pine Hill, NJ 8021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Dollard
11255 Cottingham Cir., NW
Uniontown, OH 44685



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frankie Seymour
17 Alice Street
Queanbeyan, ot 2620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
gregory kendall
your street
lakeville, MN 55044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Collette Novak
428 W. 1st St.
Mesa, AZ 85201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alejandro Negron
Enrique Estrada 13
Naucalpan, ot 53840



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Friedman
Your Street
Orlando, FL 32819



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Slawomir Marecik
2316 Clover LN
Northfield, IL 60093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
L R
637 Westbourne
los angeles, CA 90069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martine Dadaglio
 
fort lauderdale, FL 33327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melina Paris
645 Pacific Ave
Long Beach, CA 90802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Errol Dillon
Po Box 57
PO Box 57
Flora, MS 39071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Kuczynski
Your Street
Lake Forest, CA 92630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Devine
5869 Southwind Drive
San Jose, CA 95138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Muller
7056a Porpoise Dr
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carrie Lisa
627 N Gardener St
Los Angeles, CA 90036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Lawson
Your Street
6 Prince Arthur Mews
London, ot NW3 1RD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucie Gagne
Albertus
Toronto, ON m4r1j6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
roth woods
Your Street
ann arbor, MI 48103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Fogan
Pob 55552
Santa Clarita, CA 91385



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie Harris
 
Broomfield, CO 80020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Carr
1201 Sidonia St.
CA,  MD Encinitas



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Ann  Platt
 
Brisbane,  4078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Fazzari
5414 Ne Halsey St.
Portland, OR 97213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniella Macor
Allée Bois de Bassin 23
Havelange, MD 5370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Nash
Bridgewater Drive
Perth, ot 6025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cvetka Bregant
Pivolska 25
Hoce, ot 2311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Willaby
12-280 Mapuana
pahoa, HI 96778



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margriet Kool
Midddelweg 38
Moordrecht, NC 28410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria KatajamÃ¤ki
 
Turku, MD 20720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Staelens
Antwerp
Antwerp, ot 2000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Vanderwal
Your Street
Durban,  4320



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chanda Scelsi
P.O. Box 53
Trabuco Oaks, CA 92678
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Blanche Douglass
Lyall Street
`Cowra,  2794



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
cindy batovsky
 
milwaukee, WI 53220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Hays
Your Street
mountain view, CA 94041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Lockett
1435 22nd ave
SEATTLE, WA 98122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dee Bennion
Old Mill Way
Durban North, ot 4051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jayne Wicks
15 crosby hill drive
camberley
, ot Gu153tz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marye Lasko
301 E Cedar St
#37
Ontario, CA 91761



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Knouff
gingercake circle.
rock hill, SC 29732



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Brice
51 Whiting Crescent
Faversham, ot ME13 7 WA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donye Sacco
Via Grosseto 32
rome, CA 00176



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Colleen Hamilton
Your Street
Orange, CA 92869



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Mamoyac
2988 NW Angelica Dr.
Corvallis, OR 97330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eileen Mahood-Jose
11 Nicholas Street
Little Ferry, NJ 7643



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracey Stinson
9242 Ashworth Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frederick Schnure
 
, MA 02739



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emilia Arnerius
354 J Street
Lincoln, CA 95648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dominick Falzone
745 S. Normandie Ave. Apt. 108
Los Angeles, CA 90005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mads Schjerbech
Your Street
Odense, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katja Wybo
Rue Du Jardin 2
Amougies, ot B7750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Stavis
Your Street
Ny, NY 10128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Berger
4412 Ocean View Blvd Apt NUMBER
Montrose, CA 91020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beau Ragsdale
229 Hubbard St.
Allegan, MI 49010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candice Barnett
635 Marine St
Santa Monica, CA 90405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katja Vozel
 
Domzale,  1230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Blaire Hill
 
Durban,  4126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philippe Saint-Germain
1314 ancien chemin de Colomars
ASPREMONT , ot 06790



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gear. This restriction should include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding waters from
this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment
16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would
undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies,
such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective implementation on
the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for consideration my comments.
 
Anne Tuddenham
1220 King Drive
El Cerrito, CA 94530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Derek Salisbury
6/23 Marine Derek Casares
Casares
Malaga, SC 29690



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
christine chochois
4 Place Carnot
outreau, FL 62230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karl Stolk
Ormuddsvägen 2
Stockholm, ot 197 91



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Stott
6 Albatross Drive
Fourways
Johannesburg, ot 2191



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karl Stolk
Ormuddsvägen 2
Stockholm, ot 197 91



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andre Fresch
Grubenstr.
Cologne, ot 50829



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Margolis
411 E. 53d st., 10K
Nyc, NY 10022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Simon
12 E. 14 Street, 3E
NYC, NY 10003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Simon
12 E. 14 Street, 3E
NYC, NY 10003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pollyana Harmon
1956 W. 230th Street
Torrance, CA 90501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Herbruck
Your Street
San Diego , CA 92110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vivien Smith
11 Amethyst Close
St Albans  VIC, ot 3021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gina Beitveit
Bynesveien 9
Trondheim,  7018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucia Drexlerova
Your Street
Stara Tura, ot 91601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Kohn
your street
Kln, DE 50858



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Bahr
Your Street
Oudemirdum, AZ 85670



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yolanda Clay
74-5602 Alapa St., PMB 986
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olga Pastuhova
Kapitanskaya
St.peterburg, ot 19397



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Ellen Knapp Baker
Your Street
Round Rock, TX 78664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fiona Hoey
7-5851 Cowichan Street
Chilliwack, BC V2R 0J7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael & Diane McGrath
 
Granada Hills, CA 91344



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Naomi Gilmore
4390 47th avenue apt 108
Sacramento, CA 95824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larry Bailey
 
Bakersfield , CA 93309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Siang Mui Chia
Yishun Ave 3
Singapore, ot 760774



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Heimberger
Kapellenweg
40/6/3
1220, ot 1220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Bosenius
Your Street
Frechen, ot 50226



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joyce Sortland
Your Street
Grass Valley, CA 95945



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Michael
your street
Morgantown, WV 26501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Zaremba-Pike
The Yat
Glascwm
Llandrindod Wells, ot 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Hunt
 
Dublin, GA 31021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olga Troyan
Tole bi 9-b
Taraz, ot 080048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Perrin
14 Cottage Street
Claremont, NH 03743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Lawrence
117 Victoria Street
Hawera, ot 4610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alana Bisarello
Via Treviso, 25-Creazzo(VI)
Creazzo (VI), ot 36051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antje Enke
Doelitzer Strasse 20
Leipzig, ot 4277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Penelope White
westview road,Your Street
bordon, ot gu35 8js



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauren Goldman
PO Box 420121
San Francisco, CA 94142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nola O'Neill
26 Scarborough Grove
Bradford, BC Bd183dr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julija Merljak
Your Street
Fairplay, CO 80440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin van Willigenburg
Vurenlaan
Tiel, ID 4006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Dalli
Your Street
M'Xlokk, PA 121153333



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irene Radke
4648 sw 38 ter
Dania Beach, FL 33312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rem zkan
123/3 sokak no:1 daire:16 Deniz apartman1 Karaba lar
zmir, ot 35350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Bolz
Your Street
Inningen, ot 86199



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Seary
64 South Strand
Fleetwood, ot FY78RL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ute D.  ErgÃ¼l
Borggata 4
Oslo, AK 650



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Rehorek
Your Street
St Peters,  5069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Mackowiak
Your Street
South Melbourne,  3205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
anu dutt
Nariman Point
mumbai, MA 40021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Davidson
your street77 Durango Turn
Aubin  Grove, ot 6164



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Harris
your street
Lee's Summit, MO 64081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antoine Azzopardi
10 Triq Nazju Ellul
Grira, ot GZR1622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anastasiya Pravilova
 
Saint-Petersburg,  198516



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Willem Wachtmeester
ZHB Hoven 17
Den Haag, ot 2513PS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Hess
Str. Cimenasco 49/5
Castagneto Po TO, ot 10090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Floyd
your street
Boring, OR 97009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Alden
your street
Fryeburg, ME 04037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dogan ozkan
Abbasagamahallesi Yildiz Caddesi No 39/1
yenisehir mahallesi
besiktas istanbul turkey, AK 99701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Saskia Santos
Your Street
Columbia, SC 29205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hilde D'Heldt
 
Duffel,  2570



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Davidse
Your Street
Hardinxveld-, AK 3371XB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
THEODORE SPACHIDAKIS
Ii Merarchias 2
PIRAEUS, ot 18535



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
adrienne jones
usher ave.
goldcoast, ot 4215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Petra Breshamer-Wever
 
Maarssen,  3607 CL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
david thomas
Old Dilton Road
old diton road
nr wesbury wiltshire uk, ot BA13 4DB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julija Merljak
Your Street
Fairplay, CO 80440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Carpenter
Main Street
Fish Creek, WI 54212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Anna Costantino
Viale Michelangelo, 206
Lucera, ot 71036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
catherine avignon-royal
14 rue de kerguelen
plouhinec, ot 29770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriela Walach
Kopydlo 24a
Wisla, OH 43460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisa Galgut
Main
Cape Town, ot 07701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt White
Barnes close
Barnes Close
Blandford Forum, ot DT11 7NQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Passerini
Via Statilio Ottato 9
Rome, ot 175



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Blakebrough
Your Street
|huttoft,  LN12 2RX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MarÃa del Carmen Lopez AbadÃa
Paseo de los Tilos nº 5
Guadarrama Madrid,  28440 Guad



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
shirley mills
Factory Rd
sandwell, ot dy4 9au



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexander Hutcheon
22 Albion Terrace, Broom
Alcester, ot B50 4HG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Blakebrough
Your Street
|huttoft,  LN12 2RX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvia Granold
Hagener Straße 539
Dortmund, ot 44227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Marton
Heath ave
Oakleigh
Oakleigh, ot 3166



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Allen  Stringer
Flat 5 Cobbs Well House, Place Rd
Fowey, ot PL23 1DR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andreas Meißner
 
Adelsdorf , ot 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicky Shelat
your street
Cypress, CA 90630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirely Dunsdon
4 Hancock Street
Toowoomba, ot 4350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Rogers
Your Street
Minersville, PA 17954



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol ---------- Bischoff
176 old hickory place
junction city, KS 66441



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Perrine FRINDEL
48E rue de Sélestat
OBERNAI, KS 67210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nellie Medlin
6709 Elmore Rd
Memphis, TN 38134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joana Luís
Your Street
Lisboa, ot 2580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lloyd Johnson - Barker
43 Glenview Road
Wicklow, ot 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katja Relford
Hauptstr. 52
Gerbrunn, ot 97218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morten Thinggaard Andersen
Byvænget 8
Hinnerup, ot 8382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
H Kennedy
Balcairn
Dumfries,  DG2 0 JJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Costanza Olschki
Cp 66
Firenze, ot 50123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Wlosowicz
ul. Wysoka 12B/25
Sosnowiec, 0 41200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Maetz
Marktstr
Marbach, ot 71662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Euziere
your street
your city,  98000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandre Pereira
Your Street
Alentejo, OK 73004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vincent Jacobs
Aux Chanes
Emeringes, ot 39160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanna Hardeman
Main Street
Tallahassee, FL 33035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Harris
 
, NY 10706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Arbour
13 Grand Ave
hudson, NH 03051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica Bonualas
1202 G Street
Millville, NJ 08332



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Delabays
your street
Rolle,  1180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne-Marie Monarovic
Your Street
Melbourne, ot 3000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gloria Rosas
Vilabertran    44
L'escala,  Girona, ot 17130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liliane Boand
160, ch. des Marais
Genève, ot 1255



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francesca  Schultz
 
Devon ,  Ex4 6hy



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beata Tyszkiewicz
Krótka 2
gryÅºliny, AK 11034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana  Harris
323 Fairview Drive.
Hopkinsville, KY 42240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J.J Ueckermann
 
Hong Kong,  0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pam Wilbourn
Your Street
Roseville, MI 48066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Riccardo Polia
 
POGGIO BUSTONE, MA 02018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Shaub
566 Cleardale Avenue
Ewing, NJ 08618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Jenkins
hilltop drive
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alana Beesley
 
, FL 32216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trees Rosenbrand
 
Oosterhout,  4907xj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patty Parkin
16 Kauzal Crescent
Surf Beach
Surf Beach, ot 2536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Fischer
11605 NE 10 Ave
Miami, FL 33161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurian Knop
your street
Plettenberg Bay,  6600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Medeiros
33 Water Street
Attleboro , MA 02703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Graeme Walters
4 Seaton Court
Mt Waverley
Melbourne, ot 3149



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Rodriguez
Your Street
Cedar Creek, TX 78612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regina Flores
Your Street
Lake Elsinore, CA 92532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Rich
1015 Climax Street
Lansing, MI 48912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Savage
your street
Fenelon Falls,  K0M 1N0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth O'Pray
55 Federal Lane
Coram, NY 11727



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paola Marchisio
your street
your city, ot 10086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicola Ward
lochnagar cottage
2 the terrace
dunecht, ot ab32 7ax



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Hartl
Mozartring 11b
baldham, ot 85598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Flo Fender
377 Pine Valley Road
Pine Valley, NY 14872



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Ewald
2 Esther Anne Drive
Orilla, ON L3V 3G9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ivan Triov
Your Street
Samokov,  2000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelika Engels
Marbachweg 85
Frankfurt, ot 60435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
gabriele j
stotzheimer str. 127
euskirchen, ot 53881



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Stuebben
Your Street
Hillsborough, NJ 8844



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rucha Harde
Pratapnagar
Nagpur, ot 440022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Perry
11 Wimbourne Court
South Croydon,  cr2 7at



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arnold Ruiz
Your Street
Phoenix, AZ 85043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
eva zsuppan
Your Street
trollhattan, DC 46134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Smith
383 Olde House Lane
Media, PA 19063
 
610 565 0882



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stefanie Susemihl
Sachsenweg
Hamburg, ot 22455



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Bekkers
Veenmossingel 9
9
Deurne, ot 5754ek



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gregory Ricciardi
Your Street
staten Island, NY 10312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Goran Abrami
B.J.Jelaia 87
Valpovo, GA 31550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Christiansen
34-61 Lambertlodge Ave.
Toronto, ON M6G 3Z1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Verna Pheasant
8 Dupont St.t
Little Current, ON P0P 1K0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Apley
 
Atascadero, CA 93423



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Beech
Penbode, Gloucester Rd, Your Street
Castlmorton
Near Malvern, ot wr13 6jb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Seth Ebersole
61 Prospect Road
Ridgeway, ON L0s1n0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jules Kempinsky
1 Main St
London,  n1 4ad



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Holden
Your Street
Millbrook, MD 78654



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peggy Heisel
Your Street
Centerville, OH 45458



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob Thomson
20037 NE 116th St
REdmond, WA 98053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monique Parisius
Burgemeester Sweenslaan 30
Leidschendam, ot 2262BP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Clough
Shirley Way
Your City, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara McDonad
12845 SW Barberry Drive
Beaverton, OR 97008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sabine woitke
 
, GA 30451



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trish Dobereiner
Your Street
Cape Coral, FL 33909



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Thomas
37, Wingfields
Downham Market
Norfolk,  PE38 9AR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J Spits
Spaarndamseweg
236
Haarlem, ot 2021 KA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
CAROLLINA KORMANN
Oliveira, 65
BRASIL
BRASIL, NM 88056
 
4884014983



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
robin vogler
Your Street
bigfork, MT 59911



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Magdalena Taylor
Nowogrodzka 45/31
Warsaw, ot 00950



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
silvia van bommel
 
,  9310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynda West
Your Street
Falls Church, VA 22044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raffaela Amrane
51 avenue de Brivazac
Pessac, ot 33600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hendricka Samytowski
 
,  6062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
steve Walker
 
, FL 32619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regina  Flores
32016 Poppy Way
Lake Elsinore , CA 92532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rex Lee
77 Mutual St
Toronto, ON M5B 2A9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorota Esz
 
, GA 30-114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Manuela Kraft
Breakers Avenue
Breakers Avenua
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carmen Zehm
Duedinghausen
Steyerberg, ot 31595



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silapa Hunjaroen
Your Street
Bangkok, NY 10160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Rushton Algar
 
,  38440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Rozmus
Mimosa Ave
Oakleigh, ot 3167



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irene Karaitou
Agn.stratiotou 35
Thessaloniki, ot 56533



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Broadrick
945 Tindolph Avenue South
Thief River Falls, MN 56701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katja Sibakov
Paalik.1c 30
Oulu, ot 90520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Niki San
Your Street
Chalkida, AK 34100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lena Meigard
Von Troils vag 6
Malmo, ot 21373



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Grendel Guinn
Manor Dr
Palmyra, MI 49268



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Birgit Schaufler
johann Sebastian Bach Str.8
91074 Herzogenaurach, DE 91074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Kalousi
142 Huntlee Dr
New Orleans, LA 70131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Rivera
2122 Chanticleer Avenue
Live Oak
Newcastle Upon Tyne, CA 95062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Derifield
your street
Columbus, OH 43207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Culbert
12 Cowleaze
Chinnor, SK Ox394td



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nady corvers
Puydt
Bever, PA 15047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Storm
Your Street
Sarasota, FL 34239



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mchiel van Hoorik
Amaryllislaan 10-6
Bennebroek, MN 55441



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ciara Quinn
905 Lake Lily Drive
Maitland , FL 32751



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cam Branson
49 Park Road
London, MI 48104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Greco
1715 Hendrickson Street
Brooklyn, NY 11234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jill kotch
Your Street
Wakefield, RI 2879



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
janet blake
your street
howard beach, NY 11414



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emilia Harmath
Maratonvägen 32A
Halmstad, IA 30268



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Miou
Your Street
kerkira,  12334



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pia Mustonen
Your Street
Tampere,  33200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ULLA PADE
Your Street
hestehavevej 8
fuglebjerg, WV  denmark



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hamilton Regen
44 Remsen Street Apt 8
Apt 8
Brooklyn, NY 11201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rhonda lawford
50 Lake St
po box 220
South Wilmington, IL 60474



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl  Hughes
638 Pascoe vale road
Oak Park, ot 3046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sudhir Pandit
417 Prema, Gokul Sai Magan
Gokulam Main Road
Puttaparthi, ot 515134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Sandwell
1910 4th Ave E
Olympia, WA 98506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Menendez
6017 RED GATE DRIVE LONG
Long Beach, MS 39560



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lionel Burman
 
West Kirby,  CH48 0RS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lionel Burman
 
West Kirby,  CH48 0RS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monika Schnug
 
,  47169 duis



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edwin Turcios
Guatemala
Guatemala, ot 1018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Wasserman
 
Mt. Gilead, OH 43338



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristy Hawkins
58 Windsor Road
Springfield, IL 62702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Clark
Glan Dwr, Minffordd Road
Caergeiliog
Holyhead, ot LL65 3LR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marian Webster
Your Street
Huntsville, AL 35811



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eleonor Ballot
6 rue Louis Braille
Villeurbanne, ot 69100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Tripp
416 Withershinn Dr
Charlotte, NC 28262



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Lopes
Sesimbra
Sesimbra
Sesimbra, ot 02970



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harry Glover
1355 Virginia Acres
Florence, SC 29505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicola Nicolai
2400 Copper Creek Rd.
Chester Springs, PA 19425



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louisa Ulrich
Seesenerstraße 6
Your City, FL FK9 5AL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mari Dickson
37342 Delafield Road
Oconomowoc, WI 53066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonnie McLean
2319 north 15th ave.
Pensacola, FL 32503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Schulz
 
Bay Shore, NY 11706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Penrose
6205 Toro Creek Road
Atascadero, CA 93422



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Max Salt
Your Street
Woonsocket, RI 02895



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Fewtrell
11 Wallace Close
Dereham, ot NR19 2XR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taylor Jay
399 bath road
worc,  WR4 3AT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jean-paul gallart
44 Rue Ferdinand Theule
ste, ot 34200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristin Lewis
PO Box 238
PO Box 238
Stafford, TX 77497



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
willem kom
goeman borgesiusstraat 92
goeman borgesiusstraat 92
hoogezand, ot 9602vd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Calambro
1903 Barribee Lane
Henrico, VA 23229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Hoess
11183 Pottawatomie Trail
Walkerton, IN 46574



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nora Kittle
Your Street
Tuolumne, CA 95379



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Wanat
 
New Haven, CT 6513



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn mobilio
9324B Maryland St
Oscoda , MI 48750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Stapleton
118 N. Berteau Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
belinda britton
 
, MA 02210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryn Johanessen
150 Hope Street
Stamford, CT 6906



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veronica Biong
Your Street
Oslo, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edith Alston
Your Street
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shireen Bonegio
28 Acacia Street
Wendywood
Sandton, KS 30454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Birgitta Astr)n
Djupbäcksvägen 5
Dala-Jý_rna, ot 78051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erika Builder
PO box
Telluride, CO 81435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Swain
P.O. Box 21128
Sedona, AZ 86341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Southern
2 Front Cottages
Withybed Green
Birmingham, ot B48 7RJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Baisie
Flat 1,
39 Church Street
Kingsbridge,  TQ71ED



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valeria Cervellati
via De Carolis 45
Bologna, IA 40133



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Reisdorf
Your Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beate Ackroyd
3600 Harbor Blvd.
#149
Oxnard, CA 93035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerda Van Rijn
President Wilsonstraat 21
Oude Tonge, FL 32303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nicole schildcrout
Your Street
amesbury, MA 1913



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems
and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons
will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the
areas that they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those
detailed in Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries
or gear types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use
of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s
effective implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
Paul Tarrant
 
Paul Tarrant
38 Eskdale Road
Wakefield, ot WF2 9HF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Lauren
2560 S Ocean Blvd
Yaphank, NY 11980



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Dürrenberg
Hamburg
Hamburg, ot 22299



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Neil  Cooper
9, Chorley Rd, heath Charnock
Nr. Chorley
Preston, ot PR6 9LD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Crystal Howell
Your Street
Salt Lake City, UT 84104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Brighton
141 Pickpocket Rd
Brentwood, NH 3833



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Socarras
1301 Cedar St.
Iowa City, IA 52245



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annamåd Klara Hjortaas
Fagerheim allé 36
Trondheim, ot 7040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eileen Putman
your street
North Liberty, IN 46554



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemarie Overstreet
North Delaware
Indianapolis, IN 46220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Wertz
211 Harrison St
Glassport, PA 15045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Castiglia
6501 Airport Road
Waco, TX 76708



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Rios
3714 Crossbow Drive
Cocoa, FL 32926



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leena Hassan
Small Mountain Street
Riyadh, ot 123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mirella Bedin
Moacir guimaraes
SÃ£o Paulo, ot 04256390



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mamie Bondy
Your Street
Austin, TX 78735



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Lewis
1128 Summit North Dr. NE
Atlanta, GA 30324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie-Christine Golano
16, Place Ste-Claire
Grenoble, ot 38000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Wolff
277 Sheffield Street
Waterbury, CT 6704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David G. Laramie
11 Lake Avenue
Worcester, MA 01604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Wittenberg
10634 Road 181
Ellsworth, NE 69340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joos Branders
Schransstraat 2
Aarschot, ot 3200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hilda Micallef
Your Street
Valletta, ot vlt1115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andréa Branco
 
, ME 04110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Quievreux
 
Bruxelles,  B-1180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
V Soar
Batley Court
oldland
Oldland. S.Glos, ot BS30 8YZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelika Engels
Marbachweg 85
Frankfurt, ot 60435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Wolfe
 
Islamorada, FL 33036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andjei Muhin
Zarechnaya
Saratov, ot 41022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Hitchcock
35 Sherry Road
Cincinnati, OH 45215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renate Spors
Zeppelinstr. 4
Leimersheim, DE 76774



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nathalie Barbaroux
Rue du dr emile bergeron
Moret, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Moran
6109 N. Star Dr.
Panama City, FL 32404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Flores
Your Street
Weston, FL 33326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian & Judy Poole
1, Cae Pwll
Rhayader, ot LD6 5EU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Taylor
Your Street
Newton Abbot, ot tq12 1er



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Jane Robinson
Rua Elias Clapp 905
Sao Paulo, TX 76302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fatma Kamel
Bianky Agami
Alexandria, AL 23612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Henley
Your Street
Everett, WA 98203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Villarnovo
 
Miami, FL 33155



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Moran
6109 N. Star Dr.
Panama City, FL 32404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Federica Ciciriello
Via pignolo 112
Bergamo, ot 24121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samantha Mohammed
your street
NY, NY 11420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jordan hon
6 Harris St
auburn, ME 4210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phyl Kirkland
Windmill Hill
Shere Road
Surrey, ot KT24 6EJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Pleasant
8051 Darlington Circle
Lakeland, FL 33809



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emma Moreno
9 rue du general Clergerie
Paris, TX 75016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johanna Schwarzer
Blumenstr.16
Alfeld, ot 31061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
H. Guh
10440 High Hollows Dr.,
Dallas, TX 75230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Koo
Your Street
Lincroft, NJ 07738



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
CRAIG CARL
486 MT. RD.
BOILING SPRINGS, PA 17007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Glasgow
6896 S Flamingo Way
West Jordan, UT 84084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelly Wallace
Your Street
Thornton, CO 80233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Stradtman
700 Elkins Avenue
Apt. B-3
Elkins Park, PA 19027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cndida S Dantas
your streetRua Luis Woodhouse
Porto, 0  Portugal



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Bianco
1265 Rachel Est *306
Montreal, QC h2j2j9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Gallagher
your street
Bel Air, MD 21015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucie Marsalkova
your street
DÄÄÃn, ot 40711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Morano
9901 Hwy 45 N
Columbus, MS 39705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian & Judy Poole
1, Cae Pwll
Rhayader, ot LD6 5EU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Afonso
EL Macero Dr
El Macero, CA 95619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Ottavi
2000 University Avenue
Dubuque, IA 52001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Dlugosz
409 Compass Ave
Beachwood, NJ 8722
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 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandy & Jim Kastner-Oi
P.O. Box 501
Kurtistown, HI 96760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcelo Albuquerque
Rua Guilherme Neto, 366
Sao Paulo, ot 4646001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Walker Everette
13 Cornelison Ave
Nyack, NY 10960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nidia Calderon
Your Street
Miami, FL 33186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ricardo Lopez Gonzalez
Infiernillo 118
Tijuana, ot 22205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Reka Vincze
Tarogato
Budapest, ot 1021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Routhier
 
Ransomville, NY 14131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Heller
PO Box 113
Boylston, MA 1505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hana Kashaf
Ridgewood av. Cote Des Naiges
Montreal, ot H3E1L3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrice Martin
16 Bd Misset
Clamecy, ot 58500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clarence Krygsheld
your street
bolingbrook, IL 60440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clarence Krygsheld
your street
bolingbrook, IL 60440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clarence Krygsheld
your street
bolingbrook, IL 60440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
alice phass
 
Milford, CT 6460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Fears
your street
Irvine, CA 92604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
susan ponchot
Your Street
sunrise, FL 33351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arlo Armstrong
78 Fairmount Ave., Apt. 203
Oakland, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
 MARGARET                        HASHMI
3704 Tree Farm Lane
BELLINGHAM, WA 98226



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dusty Stepanski
PO bx 97
Richwood, NJ 8074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Bosworth
36 Haig Rd
Blackpool, ot FY1 6BZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ck Noonan
2317 Freetown Ct
reston, VA 20191



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Smith
your street
Aspen, CO 81612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Therese Fromaigeat
Viaduc 34
Moutier, ot 2740



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dameta Robinson
1910 Oak St
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taylor Barton
 
toledo, OH 43613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy Gibbons
stevensville rd
stevensville, ON L0S 1S0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Marie Inks
 
Sacramento, CA 95821



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Marie Inks
 
Sacramento, CA 95821



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janny van de Boer
Zandhuizerweg 32
Zandhuizen, ot 8389 TC



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristyn MacPhail
9236 W Euclid Ave
Littleton, CO 80123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Hull
5533 S 1200 W
Riverdale, UT 84405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Llewelyn LaVista
The Summit
Wallasey, ot CH44 5TF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ava Peattie
Your Street
Cape Town, NJ 79005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Young
Your Street
Lachute, QC j8h4n4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandy & Jim Kastner-Oi
P.O. Box 501
Kurtistown, HI 96760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zorina Weber
111 So. Fullerton Ave.
Montclair, NJ 07042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marguerite Cambria
16 Pebble Avenue
19
Winthrop, MA 2152



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy DeLong
 
Sherwood Park,  T8A 4T6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susanne Baum
Dientzenhoferstr.15
Brannenburg, CA 83098



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ettore  Pilato
via Monreale
roma, IN 100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber Davidson
1203 Dothan Rd
Columbia, SC 29210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Duquette
Your Street
Bend, OR 97702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gaby Micallef- Trigona
Guisrigona,12
Castelnuovo Berardenga, ot 53019



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica Schmidt
2525 Welsh Rd
Phila, PA 19114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lura Lee Widman
23 Netherlands Road
Brookline, MA 2445



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Osborn
11 Brook Street
Apt/Suite
Winsted, CT 06098



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iris Mueller
Beethovenallee 17
Nidderau, IL 61130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kurt Joksch
Your Street
Klosterneuburg, ot 8463



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne West
Chapel Lane
Southampton,  SO32 2BB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roselyne Jorge
10, rue de l'Alma
Grenoble, ot 38000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Crosby
1503 E Centre Ave Apt 247
Portage, MI 49002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi Pigott
1026 Mariners Cove Blvd
Slidell, LA 70458



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte Sahnow
2756 Chad Dr.
Eugene, OR 97408



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pamela rogers
10015 Alondra Blvd Apt 15
bellflower, CA 90706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pamela rogers
10015 Alondra Blvd Apt 15
bellflower, CA 90706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pamela rogers
10015 Alondra Blvd Apt 15
bellflower, CA 90706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Dillon
1701 5th St SW
Apt 302
Willmar, MN 56201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Carter
PO Box 184
Carmel Valley, CA 93924



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Bryan
your street
Carmel, NY 10512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bunton
337 Palo Duro
337 Palo Duro
Alamogordo, NM 88310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Fay
4000 24th St. N.
 Lot 1108
St. Petersburg, FL 33714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Gorges
Your Street
Montpelier, VT 5602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phoebe Wilson
your street
Buffalo, NY 14213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
annette bryant
6956 Nw Gower Ave
kansas city, MO 64151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gina Pantier
37632 26th Dr S
Federal way, WA 98003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ludo Stassijns
Mandekensstraat 6
Lebbeke, ot 9280



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Bradley
Voelklip Hermanus
Cape Town, GU 72000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Whicker
333 J Street #1107
Sacramento, CA 95814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marissa Ferraro
841 n. West blvd
Massapequa, NY 11758



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Berkeley
2003 Pleasant Hill Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Jane Robinson
Rua Elias Clapp 905
Sao Paulo, TX 76302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillian Van Wyk
10 Wytham Harvey Rd
Amanzimtoti, ot 41265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Molloy
34 Butler Place
Brooklyn, NY 11238



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lura Lee Widman
23 Netherlands Road
Brookline, MA 2445



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Murray
9723 105 St
Edmonton, AB T5K1A1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jose Alberto Roig Marques
joan XXIII, 17
Sta. Coloma de Cervello, ot 8690



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
celia elena fraigola
via r bonfadini 98
milano, VA 20138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Mainiero
Your Street
Weymouth, MA 2189



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alessia Melpignano
 
Edinburgh,  eh11 1nr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mariana Bedesco Zampieri
Altair da Silva Bonfim
Barretos,  14784347



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Agenor Zampieri
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucia Bedesco Zampieri
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Minerva
 
bellmore, NY 11710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ludo Stassijns
Mandekensstraat 6
Lebbeke, ot 9280



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juliet Johns Pearson
18734 Bambi Court
grass valley, CA 95949



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Mcfadzen
Your Street
Smithtown, NY 11787



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paulette Begon
rue des Déportés 68
Verviers Belgium, ot 4800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Dale
Your Street
Godalming, ot GU73SD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paulette Begon
rue des Déportés 68
Verviers Belgium, ot 4800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurel Hughes
8814 236th St SW
Edmonds, WA 98026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Mansfield
 
Mark Mansfield
37 Madison
Geneva, NY 14456



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothea Ericsson
32 Fletcher Road
London, ot W4 5AS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helena Kschischan
Görlitzer Weg 29
Herne, DE 44625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margith Maughan
Your Street
Salt Lake City, UT 84103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Messina
36 rachel
 
Chester, NY 10918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Messina
36 rachel
 
Chester, NY 10918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Messina
36 rachel
 
Chester, NY 10918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Landeo
Your Street
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
barbara mcgrath
271 School St
apt 3
waltham, MA 2451



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Thompson
56, Rosebank
Epsom, ot KT18 7RT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Geoffrey Harold
1525 NE Mason ST LOWR LOWR
Portland, OR 97211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Lopez
8125 Chatham Manor Blvd
Orlando, TN 37932
 
706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Cekada
1305 Loretta ave
Mays landing, NJ 08330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Miklos
your street
Pittsburgh, PA 15206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
gerrit woudstra
your street
lemmer, CA 91126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
vance arquilla
4131 mildred
los angeles, CA 90066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Jonas
M. Font 47
Esporles, ot 07190



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francisco Trejo
puerta oro bajio 103
celaya, ot 38000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
amy stiles
your street
crown point, IN 46307



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvonne Hyatt
Your Street
Your City, CA 94117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kiki Stachtidou
papagou 55
giannitsa, KS 58100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Rosa Nogueras Mata
Av. Mistral 30
Barcelona, ot 8015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Rademacher
Stock Field Close
HighWycombe, ot HP157LA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francine Traniello
3808 Pheasant Lane
Middleboro, MA 02346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David  Worrall
Your Street
Nottingham ,  NG2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan & Peter Risser
1822 wold Rd
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frances C Ibarley
your street
your city, WI 53824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stefan Wells
Your Street
Southampton, ot SO19 8AA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maxann Kasdan
1238 E Cambridge Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda McEachron-Taylor
2521 W Vereda de Las Flores
Tucson, AZ 85746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Holly
your street
Amo, IN 46103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
katy gen
Your Street
hamel, ot 59151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mandi t
xxx
Los Altos, CA 94041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi  Krosukup
3744 w anderson dr
Glendale , AZ 85308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Bishop
37 Platt St
Padfield, ot TQ9 6HB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yasen Penchev
Peachwood Circle
Varna, GA 30345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Camerman
20 Holland Avenue
Colonie, NY 12205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Everhart
2012 Roosevelt Dr.
Sellersburg, IN 47172



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Williams
333 Stewart Street
Welch, WV 24801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gloria  Cameron
109 Crestwood Dr.
New Castle, PA 16101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Roche
7 Adams Rd
Edgewood, NM 87015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cori McGraw
Your Street
Tucson , AZ 85718



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vivian Han
 
Auckland,  626



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deepa Cavalli-Sforza
Vallirana,21
barcelona, ot o8oo6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taylor Jones
1840 Vine St.
Denver, CO 80206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Escarlata Sanchez-Marcos
Guisando 56
Madrid, NC 28035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margery Race
6008 Club Terrace
Austin, TX 78741



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michela Rebuli
109 Manitoulin Drive
London, ON N5W 1M5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Neeson
28 Lakelands
Craigavon, ot BT64 1AW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Dojcinovic
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98198



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aysenur ÃÃ¶mlekci
Your Street
3234
Manisa, FL TÃ¼rkiye



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Madeleine Taylor
65 Lighthouse Road,
West Quaco
St Martins, NB E5R 1M8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Donley
906 Amelia Ave
Glen Burnie, MD 21060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris Beers
8 Hope cres
Brighton, ON k8v 3a2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alejandra  Anderson
2 Do. Ret. De Loma Del Recuerdo77 Lomas De Vista Hermosa
cuajimalpa Mexico d.f
Cuajimalpa .Mexico , ME 5100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Russell
Calypso Drive
Papamoa Beach
Tauranga, ot 3118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Russell
Calypso Drive
Papamoa Beach
Tauranga, ot 3118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ekaterina Kornilova
Sorokskaya
Petrozavodsk, WI 185001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie Spritzer
1 Horseshoe Ln
roslyn hts, NY 11577



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Heinrich
 773 Lee Ln
Fincastle, VA 24090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norman Traum
1478 N Franklin Ct
Louisville, CO 80027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doyle Worley
your street
Dover, DE 19901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Schlessinger
1074 SW Cornelia Avenue
Port St. Lucie, FL 34953



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rebecca Anderick
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Vincent
509 Third Avenue
Harvey, LA 70058



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bethany Berry
2420 Branch Street
Apt 1
Duluth, MN 55812



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucinda jane Burdett
C/Claveles 3
Sanlucar de barrameda, ot 11540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tibor Gacs
Toth Jozsef u. 59.
Budapest HU, ot 1222



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danielle Karunadasa
Your Street
Staten Island, NY 10301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Vidler
 
Berkhamsted,  HP4 2DP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Gibb
Your Street
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
tote reli
 
rosu, TX 77042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aimee Williams
1401 El Porvenir Circle SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Kokesch-Valdez
757 1st Ave
Gibbon, MN 55335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Duffy
6955 N US Highway 23
Oscoda, MI 48750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dusty Vinson
 
Washington, MO 63090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
leslie Danielle Brown
Your Street
salt Lake City, UT 84111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aleksandra Novakovic
14 Grge Jankesa st.
Belgrade, ot 11160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Watson
2976 E Windsor St
Tucson, AZ 85716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Martinez
Bd Lord Duveen
Marseille, ot 13008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemarie Shishkin
your street
San Francisco, CA 94121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Bellofatto
 
Chattanooga, OK 73528



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Windham
Your Street
New Brockton, AL 36351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mari gomez
Luis Punyes 2
zaragoza, ot 50008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christa Fellenberg
Egebjergvang 87
Ballerup, AK 2750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nadine Watterson
44 connetquot rd
Bayport, NY 11705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Attuil
Your Street
Vandoeuvre, ot 54500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Ferguson
1660 Kokomo rd apt.A
Kihei, HI 96753



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
April Roby
414 Sweetgrass Ct
Great Falls, MT 59405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Odalgard
 
vÃ¤nersborg, IN 46260



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Crystal Hejl
5423 S Springfiled
Chicago, IL 60632



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helena Mendonca
Your Street
Lisbon,  1350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Agnes Zsiga
2 Kempelen
Miskolc, ot 3534



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Dickstein
Your Street
Clermont, FL 34711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Mulcare
1110 Benjamin St
Clarkston, WA 99403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
paul burke
your street
virginia beach, VA 23455



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karla O'Laughlin
Canal rd
Unit B
Mount Sinai , NY 11766



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Roberts
 
Boise, ID 83703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Whittaker
Your Street
Fairport, NY 14450



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Jenks
195 Indiana Rd.
Landisburg, PA 17040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Branca
Cedarwood rd
Mendocino, CA 95460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bill Addeo
911 Havenhurst dr
Los Angeles, CA 90046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacqueline Brum
15 Walter dr.
apt. 2Q
No. Kingstown, RI 02852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vaughn Gapion
your street
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 8234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber Thompson
Your Street
Groveton, NH 03582



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
roland d'amour
3897 richmond rd
Ottawa, ON k2h6t7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judi Epstein
Your Street
Deltona, FL 32738
 
4074163622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Noreen Weeden
493 Vermont St
San Francisco, CA 94107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Gazzard
Your Street
Sydney, ot 2142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Grainger
Your 1008 N Wheeler Street
Plant City, FL 33563



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tiffany Fotos
Your Street
Mesa, AZ 85202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Koehl
22 Twin River Drive
Ormond Beach, FL 32174



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adele Pozzali
via Garian 46
Milano, ot 20100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard E Cooley
10343 Oso Grande Rd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87192



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eric Polczynski
Your Street
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva H.
Doubs
Montbéliard, ot 25400



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Ross
your street
Minneapolis, MN 55409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesse  Bartlett
Your Street
Mossman , ot 4873



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Barrass
Holderness Road
Hull, ot HU88JX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darlene F Bialeck
1397 11Th Court
Friendship, WI 53934



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruzan Tsjobanjan
Hoofdstraat
Amsterdam, ot 10000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Justin Emery
 
Allentown , PA 18102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louise Perini
5201 Bradwood Street
Springfield, VA 22151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Reynolds
Your Street
Durham, NC 27703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Pearson
 
nottingham, WV NG5 5DY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Piku
PO box 1156 ft belvoir
Sprgfld, VA 22060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Barnes
2676 Bullock
Brown City, MI 48416



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Pearson
 
nottingham, WV NG5 5DY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacalyn Strouble
541 Meadow Branch Rd
Pittsboro, NC 27312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Mehl
Calle Malintzi 206
Col. Covadonga
Apizaco, CA 90407



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elly van Went
 
!eiden,  2316dj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
julie kramer
1288 Church
san francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carrie Brummette
Your Street
Park City, UT 84098



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Iles
455 Sandy Street
Apt.606
Chatham, ON n7l 4h2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gertrude Crowley
60 ODonnell AVe
East Falmouth, MA 2536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gertrude Crowley
60 ODonnell AVe
East Falmouth, MA 2536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gertrude Crowley
60 ODonnell AVe
East Falmouth, MA 2536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Camile Gurian
12233 Marquez ave
los angeles, CA 90272



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tina Michael-Dahlmann
142 Tickle Rd.
Westport, MA 02790



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Kennefy
 
Telluride, CO 81435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Monica Padovan
Via Aquila 30
Torino, ot 10144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lyndsay Alexander
39 White Swan trailer CRT
Brandon, MB R7C 0A2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Russell Dam
1003 George St.
New Haven, MO 63068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Purnima Barve
427 Dorothy Drive
King of Prussia, PA 19406
 
6107249398



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
tamara eis
weidnerstraße
weiden, DE 96929
 
658546548



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffery Hendricks
 
Topeka, KS 66614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
donna vetter
Your Street
espyville, PA 16424



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Swenson-Zakula
Your Street
Excelsior MN 55331, MN 55331



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald DeGroot, Ph.D.
 
, CO 80215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amir Niknam
9332 Zelzah Ave
Northridge, CA 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amir Niknam
9332 Zelzah Ave
Northridge, CA 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Katz
6880 W 91st court
Westminster, CO 80021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gina Felicetta
4442 Bakman Ave.
Studio City, CA 91602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lawrence Greywolf
751 36th Ave., # 203
San Francisco, CA 94121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol  Speicher
rt 4. bx 17
bridgeport, WV 26330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anka Azman
Your Street
Domzale,  1230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ella McRae
18406 Hancock Bluff Rd
Dade City, FL 33523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brittany Roberts
286 Frost Ct
Apt 224
Riverside, CA 92507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hillary Demetropoulos
1597 Bedford Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Fox
 
bournemouth,  BH8 8PZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
shannon horn
7934 Myers Rd
Middletown, OH 45042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Ruiz
280 Idaho Hill Rd.
Marion, MT 59925



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvia Vsbras
Arraial, 176
sÃ£o paulo, ot 04122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rae Finan Schumacher
your street
Fairless Hills, PA 19030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toby Stover
81 Clove Valley Road
High Falls, NY 12440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marion Scott
37 Rhonda Street
Melbourne, ot 3034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Lenz
430 Vaughn Circle
Aurora, IL 60502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cory Chamberlain
8 Dove Place
Novato, CA 94949



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margot Lowe
4834 Northerly Street
Oceanside, CA 92056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dewey Presses
520 E Sanson Ave
Spokane, WA 99207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pam Naylor
1449 Bordner Ave SW
Canton, OH 44710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Hool
Calle 18 21
Mxico, ME 3800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Astrid Giese-Zimmer
El Camino Real
Berkeley, CA 94705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Smyth
54 Somers Road
Enfield, CT 06082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jordan McCaffrey
1570 Lee Hill Dr.,
Boulder, CT 80304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirley Smith
P.O. Box 9383
Longview, TX 75608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dan Shooter
9 Faraday Road
Wimbledon, ot SW19 8PE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebeca Steinberg
Your Street
Mex, ot 11000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Selph
757 Iris ln
Media, PA 19063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Greene
your street
Evanston, IL 60201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Peters
 
, MD 21770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorene Randall
5348 Abington
Troy, MI 48085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Clowers
 
Irvine, KY 40336



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Cramer
2630 Avonhurst Drive
Troy, MI 48084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hugh Havlik
Your Street
Port Charlotte, FL 33952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronda Lamagna
168 Bullion Hill Drive
Valley Springs , CA 95376



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Smith
your street
melvindale, MI 48122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Matheson
5368 Kawhia road
Kawhia, ot 3843



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A S
8888
Chicago, IL 60659



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Morem
4620 Vinewood
Plymouth, MN 55442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Depue
31 S.Buttonwood street
Macungie, PA 18062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer DiRenzo
4997 Watson Road
Elk Creek, MO 65464



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Ouellette
14078 MacTaggart Ave
Bow, WA 98232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Noon
 
San Pedro, CA 90731



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
teresa gingras
Your Street
lansing, MI 48906



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Frank
2006 pheasant Dr
Lewisville, TX 75077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nim Depaz
Your Street
Huntington Beach, CA 92646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Lenhart
2122 New Hackensack Rd
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Razzano
 
Latham, NY 12110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Ostop
1761 Horatio Avenue
Merrick, NY 11566



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Conroy
Your Street
Oak Park, IL 60304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Combs
Your Street
Decatur, GA 30033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abby Reeves
 
melbourne,  3078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Lyle
Po box 94
Gig harbor, WA 98335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katrina Smith
106 N. Sunset Drive
Shrewsbury, PA 17361



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monika Kozlowska
 
Cairns,  4879



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mark kapec
Your Street
willowick, OH 44095



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary and Karen Holm
5135 Ross Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerri Kowing
Your Street
Sun Prairie, WI 53590



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marta Fernandez
Jersey Avenue
Jersey City, NJ 07302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kayla Cormack
108 Dolly Street
San Marcos, TX 78666



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Wheeler
222 East 93rd Street #20C
20C
New York City, NY 10128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cat Shaw
worsley
Manchester, AL bb52pa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Rigoli
10709 S. Artesian
Chicago, IL 60655



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry willner-Tainow
 
, FL 33070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Resendes
205 Spruce Road
Penticton, BC V1T 6X1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Sullivan
10930 Vivaracho Way
San Diego, CA 92124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brett Tanselle
1920 Dakota Dr N
Fargo, ND 58102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Smith
381 Shawnee Drive
Easton, PA 18042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Laney
607 Maple St
Pulaski, VA 24301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Talbot
220 Mesa Vista Rd.
Anthony, NM 88021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Wakefield
501 Cheever Ave.
Geneva, IL 60134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tania Panfilo
your street
Oakden, ot 5086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Widdas
4669 N.W. Springtree ct.
Silverdale, WA 98383



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Kramer
955 Hassett
Brookings, OR 97415



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clint Lenard
601 Squaw Creek Ct
Arlington, TX 76018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Repp
2347 Vintage Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Smith
your street
Sydney, ot 2233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Yap
10 Simei Rise
Singapore, ot 528804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Hutchins
2391 Romar Rd
Salem, VA 24153



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Schwartz
P.O. Box 1127
Cannon Beach, OR 97110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta Shaftel
 
Napa, CA 94558



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Mazowiecki
1065 Woodland Avenue
Ojai, CA 93023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Nolen
704 Cheek Circle Rd
Whittier, NC  28789



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
tenille williss
Your Street
perth,  6112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gregg Johnson
790 Lenzen Ave
Apt 344
San Jose, CA 95126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kara Graul
Your Street
Houston, TX 77005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Babst
728 N. Doheny Drive
W. Hollywood, CA 90069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Stewart
487 oregon st
weed, CA 96094



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frank Pieper
Ocean Road
Bagamoyo, ot 66740



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally sorensen
blank
Westerly, RI 02891



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Hiseley
 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Hiseley
 
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
teresa gingras
Your Street
lansing, MI 48906



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Blair
your street
Annandale, NJ 8801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanny Rosario
 
Rio Grande, PR 745



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hana Dzurecova
 
,  738 02



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eugenia Magill
Wintrena
Adelaide, ot 5038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara McKee
8824 Boulder Ave
Vancouver, WA 98664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Ague
your street
Menlo Park, CA 94025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Raber
403-2388, Kingsway
Vancouver, BC V5R5G9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Levin
Your Street
Nyc, NY 10003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Kehew
211Buckingham Dr.
Winterville, NC 28590



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Reverend Jane Eagle
Your Street
Your City, CA 95444



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Barrons
1205 Court c
Hanover Park, IL 60133



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mandy Hanton
 
Lowestoft,  NR32 3PD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adam Savett
31760 Woodsdale N
Solon, OH 44139



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria White
Your Street
Beaverton, OR 97007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelby Gillenwater
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Stevenson
10903 axis crossing
San antonio, TX 78245



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt Rosa
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leigh Ann DiCarlo
35078 Waimea Way
Winchester, CA 92596



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sol Camacci
12 De Octubre, 58
Ramos Mejia, ot  Buenos Ai



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Moriarty
Seven Mile Drive
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, FL 32082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ivy Lomax
your street
Rivsrside, CA 92508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa  Walker
 
, OH 43232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robyn Cleaves
2908 S 10th Street
Tacoma, WA 98405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nielspeter Jans
 
,  1817 HG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susannah Kegler
810 W. 27th St.
San Pedro, CA 90731



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Jordan
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryne Starzec
your street
Hainesville , IL 60030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Huber
4909 Walkingfern Dr.
Rockville, MD 20853



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robyn Little
9 Brown Street
Twenty Nine Palms, CA 92277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Jordan
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Uta Bohl
Wreechener Weg 2
Putbus, ot 18581



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angie Quach
1501 South Curtis Ave. 91803
Alhambra, CA 91803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suraj Patel
Block No-6,opp. To Rushikesh Soc.
t.b road,vijapur
Auckland, GU 382870



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melinda Collie
6637 Cameo Dr
Vernon, BC V1h 1n6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rho andrae-lawford
50 Lake St
po box 220
south wilmington, IL 60474



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Wood
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samuel Young
1819 S Lesley Av
Independence, MO 64055



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandi Covell
Your Street
San Francisco, CA 94112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trevor Van Wyk
First Avenue
Melville
Johannesburg, ot 2092



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adriana Equihua
Ave tata vasco
MÃ©xico, ot 58000000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pen Perry
2 Pantile Walk
Uxbridge, WY UB8 1LT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Magerstaedt
Kornwegerstr. 50
Munich, DE 81375



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kathleen salvas
867 tufts ct
woodland, CA 95695



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Errikka Jordan
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wyllow Larsen
85 Argon
Martinsburg, WV 25405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Cleary
Your Street
Surrey, ot GU18 5RW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
CHERIE REEVES-RUTLEDGE
934 Juanita Way
CENTRAL POINT, OR 97502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosanna Brost
#21-7400 Pleasant Valley Rd.
Vernon, BC V1B 3V2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michaela Rohr
Ziegelhï¿½ttenweg 56
56
Frankfurt am Main, AK 60598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Todd Fisk
10956 Caminito Cuesta
San Diego, CA 92131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
w van gils
 
,  2905 at



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James L. Holman
2220 Fountain Square Drive
Lombard, IL 60148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Rosa
7104 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Hejl
Your Street
Austin, TX 78757
 
5126895637



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Merril Richards
1 Creathorne Road
Bude,  EX23 8NT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Weaver
Your Street
Franktown, CO 80116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carmen Algarra
Chirivella
3
Alfaz del Pi, ot 03580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Bruni
Your Street
Croxley Green, ot WD3 3AS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Herremans
Ottergemstraat
Erpe-Mere, ot 9420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jordan Jackinsky
41935 Charlie Dr.
Homer, AK 99603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marta Falco Ainley
 
parkend,  GL2 7HN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbora GuliÅ¡ovÃ¡
Your Street
Bratislava, ot 84104
 
911673134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Bush
15 George Young Drive
Darvel, ot KA17 0LG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Turner
Gossops Drive
gossops green
Crawley, ot rh11 8lj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Call
102 Otis
Walla Walla, WA 99362



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anja Barblan
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dave edwards
45 Broad Gn
Wellingborough, KY nn82ua



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frances Freeman
Holcombe Rogus
Wellington, ot TA21 0NE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Coleman
3036 Redwood Rd
Lake Placid, FL 33852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
EE Ros
 
,  1701NG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louise Rudd
Your Street
Norwich,  NR1 3QX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Foley
103Greenhills Court,
el dorado hills, CA 95762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean-Michel Guerrier
5 route de La Chapoulie
Peyrignac, ot 24210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Walker
 
Stanton, CA 90680



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rosey lee
 
,  nr5 9bt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Didier Nicole
12 av Bourgain
Issy les Moulineaux, DC 92130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andreea Relea
Al Nahda First
Dubai, ot 0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jules Weiss
1223 Monterey
Berkeley, CA 94707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracey Bonner
Your Street
Arlington, TX 76014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Bentancor
Nancy 4337
Montevideo, ot 11400



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janelle Pollock
367 Rue des Marais
La Boisse, IA 1120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Collins
Chipstead
coulsdon
London,  CR5 3pg



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Terry
 
Rossleithen,  4575



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David  Markovich
your street
Perth, ot 6050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rene Dyrborg
Herslevvej 25
Fredericia, Denmark, ot DK-7000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
eva vass
 
,  v0r1z0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Oscar Andersson
Your Street
My Hometown, IL 60601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
minna petersen
sandbakken
naestved, ot 4700



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eric Windgassen
3 Wyngate Road
Altrincham, ot WA15 0LZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Simonetta Stevanato
Via G. Leopardi
Ghedi (BS) - Italy, ot 25016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol ---------- Bischoff
176 old hickory place
junction city, KS 66441



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Battat
1244 Canyon Way
Wellington, FL 33414



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Felicity Taylor
2 La Pannoniere
Dangy, 0 50750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nikki Thomson
121 Meadowbank Road
Kirknewton, ot EH27 8BH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew Weprin
330 East 39th Street
Apt. 21-G
New York, NY 10016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Kljuce
158 Northern Rd Heidelberg Heights
3058
elbourne, GA 30580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fran Vanier
High Street
Orleans, VT 05860



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anabel Nunez
your street
Puylausic, NY 32220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Murray
 
Dublin,  11



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Pedanova
Hintere Marktstraße
18
Bruck in der Oberpfalz, ot 92436



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marjorie Schwartz
1657 Hopper Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt McConway
Your Street
Newcastle upon Tyne, ot NE65XR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Priscilla Judd
 
Lumby, BC V0E 2G5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Krikourian
4100 Milano Ct
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Boykin
128 Clarence Potter Road
Kinston, NC 28504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Rangnow
your street
Campton, NH 03223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joani Kirchgessner
10432 W Monterosa St
Phoenix, AZ 85037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trevor  Hubbert
11 Sherbrook close
Stafford , ot St270tb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Koegl
26 Braemar
Toronto, ON M5P 2L2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff Bence
 
Wycombe, PA 18980



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kirsty mayfield
Church Lane
plumtree
nottingham, ot ng12 5ne



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hanna Poulsen
Your Street
Pt. de la Cruz, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Neil Giarrusso
42 Central 1
5103
Salisbury, MA 01952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Neil Giarrusso
42 Central 1
5103
Salisbury, MA 01952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jodie Paull
9 Gipps Crescent
Shellharbour,  2528



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
angelina coriandoli
8213 Page
Mtl, QC h8p3m3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Sutton
Your Street
North Lancing,  BN15 0EX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinne Bonnici
20 Triq l-Ghassies
Marsaskala, ot MSK 3728



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Lewis
10 Manor Drive
Waltham
Grimsby, ot DN370NU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandy Chaverra
 
Boynton Bch, FL 33435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
josephine puglisi
your street
mt. ephraim, NJ 8059



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sabrina Fiodorow
Elberfelder Street 18
Berlin, CT 06037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Selene Abuawad
azurduy 402
sucre, ot 333



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Simoes
Your Street
Coimbra, ot 1211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Berthe van Heiningen
Kuinderstraat 23-3
Amsterdam,  1079dh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Eddy
Tarasa Sevcenka 14
Presov, ot 08001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joerg Roterberg
 
Berlin, NY 12305



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Selene Abuawad
azurduy 402
sucre, ot 333



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelly Shivers
2849 Kingsbury Ave
Richland Hills, TX 76118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sofie ioannou
Kensal Rise
london, MA 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Noemie Domine
Your Street
NoumÃ©a,  98800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Sadler
Oakbury drive
Weymouth, ot DT3 6JB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Manu Moreno
Your Street
Your City, ot 48215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Neimark
6018 N. Oakley Ave
Chicago, IL 60659



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Pukhlimskaya
Gagarina, 10
Khanty-Mansyisk, ot 628012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gisele Holy
10 Ave Jules Crosnier
Geneva, ot 1206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Bogar
63 Knapp Rd
Elmira, ON N3b0a7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Jenkins
 
Sale,  M33 7RY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Filip Ildiko Carmen
Balea street, no6
Cluj-Napoca, ot 400687



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Orly Frydlender
Mordehai
Tivon, ot 36023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Kowalski
6538 W. 107th
Chicago ridge , IL 60415



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Keilman
496 Lake View Terrace
Webster, NY 14580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francesca Angrisani
Your Street
Napoli, ot 80135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sigrid Gehrke-Baynham
Your Street
Minden, DC 32423



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beatrice Bianchi
Via Gran Bretagna 145
Firenze, ot 50126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evangelia Dislaki
Your Street
Peabody, MA 01960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
les roberts
1134 East Lansing Way
fresno, CA 93704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larry Toman
208 Cedarvale Avenue
Toronto, ON m4c4k2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Webb
703 Royal Gardens Court
Madison Heights, VA 24572



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beatriz de la Torre Fernandez
Your Street
Madrid, ot 28005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joëlle Riche
13, place Camille Blanc
France
Arcueil FRANCE, ot 94110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lana and Richard Israel
Your Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sandy brown
2208 POINT OF ROCKS RD
Chester, VA 23836



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Kopp
820 Lynn Rd
Lexington, KY 40504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
April Dawn
36b Cosgrove Crescent
Red deer, AB T4p 2w4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrizia Arvati
Via Cappelli 9
via cappelli 9
Verona, TN 37131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norma Itule
5215 E. Alberta Dr.
Tucson, AZ 85711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Willis
Box 1202
Jeffreys Bay, AK 6330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Sweeney
PO Box 31734
Bellingham, WA 98228



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aylin Dagci
Goldmühlestr. 15
Sindelfingen, ot 71065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Martin
2308 Windy Drive
Garland, TX 75044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Martin
2308 Windy Drive
Garland, TX 75044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
CLAY Baumung
662-38th St
Brandon, MB R7B 2S7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Martin
2308 Windy Drive
Garland, TX 75044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Schwartz
1721 Burningbush
Mt prospect, IL 60056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Meyer
Dasberg 1
Wallmenroth, ot 57584



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J.c. Horsburgh
Your Street
Newton, MA 02459



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
melissa russo
17101 La Cantera Pkwy
san antonio, TX 78256



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Cathcart
3018 38 Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin R Musser Okholm
8238 Hwy 95A
Kimberley, BC Canada



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Wilson
Wedon Way
Bygrave
Baldock, ot SG7 5DX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Fernandez
Leon Felipe 3
Madrid, ot 28220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Scotto
166 Orchard St
4B
New York, NY 10002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Moniqa Hedberg
Your Street
Luleå, ot 97341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brandey Franklin
4594 w Piute ave
Glendale, AZ 85308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laraine Bowen
Scott Ave.
Oakville, ON L6L 2M2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gloria-Eloise Tudor
Your Street
Timisoara, ot 300448



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Luu
Your Street
South Bend, IN 46614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Elliott
5796 Crany Creek Drive
Gloucester, VA 23061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Tjessem
your street
Oneill, NE 68763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phyl Morello
Your Street
White Pine, TN 37890



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrone Jokubauskiene
Medeinos 3 - 16
Vilnius, ot LT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ramona Menish
25 Horseshoe Circle
Bellingham, WA 98229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Kern
Bowerhill
Legsheath lane
E. Grinstead , ot Rh 19 4jn



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela  Ellison
 
Kirkwood, NY 13795



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edwina Smith
258 Caselli Ave
San Francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Frondoso
Your Street
Ripoll, ot 17500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Kern
Bowerhill
Legsheath lane
E. Grinstead , ot Rh 19 4jn



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alina Bertol
c/Narciso 4
Fuengirola, ot 29640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie A. Carter
562 Maple Ave
Newark, OH 43055



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aerie Youn
Your Street
Lake Forest, CA 92630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Holler
Your Street
Lauda-K,  97922



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
karen villacreses
guayas
guayaquil
Guayaquil, ot EC090112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Baerbel Laverenz
Abbauernweg 3
Wedemark, ot 30900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Schmidt
Your Street
Farwell, MN 56327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sebastian Rerak
Your Street
Krakow, ot 30682



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard J DOWNING
327 NORTHFORK DRIVE  BOX 91
Ahsahka, ID 83520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Egger
Your Street
Memphis, TN 38111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Larner
19 Bateson Street
Stockport, ot SK1 2NG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Davies
329 Mcvey
Victor, MT 59875



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Miller
Your Street
Carefree, AZ 85377



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Izy Kleve-Strabley
 
Eagan, MN 55122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Izy Kleve-Strabley
 
Eagan, MN 55122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Astrid  Theo
Loehrbachsgraben 5
 Julius ,  Jonathan Keup



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole McAtee
your street
Toledo, OH 43612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
teseo staffilani
Your Street
tortoreto, MO 64018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
david reville
21 Blacksmiths Lane
Fakenham, 0 nr21 0qb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Cullen
Your Street
Arvada, CO 80003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natasha Saravanja
Cesar Chavez Street
San Francisco, CA 94131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marta Arevalo
Your Street
Reus, ot 43203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norman Bishop
4898 Itana Circle
Bozeman, MT 59715



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Maran
5A Windarra St
Woree,  4868



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Freddie Williams
P.o. Box 12334, Benoryn,
Benoni, ot 1504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shawn Alma
95338 Stock Slough Ln
Coos Bay, OR 97420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bogart
4 Coach Rd
Danbury, CT 06811



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isabelle Bateman
106 rue du Breuil
Samer, ot 62830



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Pinto
Your Street
Alexandria, VA 22310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katrin Heins
Fleren 2
Wedel, ot 22880



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Prchal
733 S. Kenyon Drive
Tucson, AZ 85710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lora Leland
Box 8156
Portland, ME 4104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Fox
67 Wodenethe Dr
Beacon, NY 12508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Delphine Gorget
57 Rue Benoit Malon
Gentilly, ot 94250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Raup-Kounovsky
37 High Street
Chatham, NY 12037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr. Alexander Henrich
Burgwedeltwiete 17
Hamburg, ot 22457



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Lopes
Rua Brilhante, 670
Figueira Branca
Campo Limpo Paulista, ot 13233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roy Dunster
20 Duncan Drive
Westville , ot 3630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Miller
1226 Trail Ct.
Mukwonago, WI 53149



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Miller
1226 Trail Ct.
Mukwonago, WI 53149



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Polk
3049 James M Wood Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francine Ungaro
639 Andrews Street
Southington, CT 06489



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Keithler
11322 E. Ida Ct.
Englewood, CO 80111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Moreno
Jacksons Road
Narre Warren, NM 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Prairie Moser
800 W. 10th St.
Bandon, OR 97411



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peyman Farzinpour
3 Ship St.
Providence, RI 02903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Delia Mihaela Papa
Via Roma
Udine, ot 33100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Chen
389 Boston Avenue
Medford, MA 02155



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Loretta Quarella
284 Witty Hill Rd.
Greene, NY 13778



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
judy pizarro
Your Street
maple shade, NJ 8052



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Gambino
38 Morris st
Staten Island, NY 10309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindra Sims
 
Clinton Township, MI 48038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nick Barcott
Your Street
Lynnwood, WA 98087



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susanne Klupp
Your Street
Regensburg, SC 93047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Teresa Monteiro
Praça Garrett
P_voa de Varzim, ot 4490



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Felisa Barbeito
montealto 25
Madrid, ot 28223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Joan Patterson
your street
Eureka Springs, AR 72632



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Oreel
 
Las Vegas, NV 89138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Santos
Vilar de Andorinho
Vila Nova de Gaia, ot 4430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nathalie Durel
Larroque
0
Ste CROIX, ot 81150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roos Bernsen
Your Street
Al Ain, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roos Bernsen
Your Street
Al Ain, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roos Bernsen
Your Street
Al Ain, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
danette paris
Your Street
moon township, PA 15108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bilal Ali
Your Street
London, ot ha8 6hh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Kritzman
5615 N Kostner Ave
Chicago, IL 60646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Celina Soto
Your Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48198



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roderick Nunn
35 Keable Road
Colchester, ot CO6 1XB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evan Guest
4118 N. Normandie St
Spokane, WA 99205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Klein
2658 Barnes Rd
Nanaimo, BC v9x 1n3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sofia Sousa
Your Street
Porto, PR 64355



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morgan Delhay
Gambetta
Compiegne, ot 60200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christi Dillon
175 Forest Ridge Rd.
Mooresville, NC 28117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Hooper
506 Stanton Place
Longwood , FL 32779



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tony Calvelage
905 Western Ohio Ave.
Lima, OH 45805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gwenny Ross
35 Silverknowes Grove
Edinburgh, AK EH4 5NH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
JoAnn Murphy
155 89th Apt C2
Brooklyn, NY 11209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
valeria arzani
Your Street
chantilly, VA 20151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dia Schumacher
Your Street
Clearwater, FL 33757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frances Goff
5311 Corteen Pl
Valley Village, CA 91607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marci Adams
 
Franklin, TN 37064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Forster
Cedar Lodge, Shrigley Road
Pott Shrigley
Manchester, ot SK10 5SG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Comiskey
Your Street
McKinleyville, CA 95519



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hector H Hernandez
Your Street
Portland , OR 97202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giovanna Serenelli
Your Street
Assisi, ot 6081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Palethorpe
28202 N. 58th Street
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paris Karali
Baarerstraasse
Zug, ot 6300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Stevens
your street
Charlotte, NC 28214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Parks
4616 Indian Ridge Dr.
Pasco, WA 99301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Lindmark
Your Street
Halmstad, ot 302 52



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Randall Parks
4616 Indian Ridge Dr.
Pasco, WA 99301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonnie Bross
 
Kansas City, MO 64127



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Therese Maher
 
, WI 53824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nilah M. MacDonald
25 Whortleberry Lane
Scituate, MA 02066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Deese
1915 Sandy Lake Rd.
Carrollton, TX 75006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Johnston
33 Westwood Circle
Dover, NH 03820



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Myra Ummer
325 Hanging Moss Circle
Lake Mary, FL 32746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kj Linarez
Your Street
Carmichael , CA 95608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael  Busby
 
McCall, ID 83638



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jana Kaczmarska
 
Mikulov na MoravÄ, CT 69201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Marshall
5834 Otis dr.
New Port Richey, FL 34652



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Stoudt
 
Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yoshihisa Miyamoto
320 Lee St
Oakland, CA 94610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erik Petersen
170 Stafford Ave
Staten Island, NY 10312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maelie Bugat
112 av. du general Ducournau
artiguelouve, NY 64230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Hurst Payne
La Partija 14
Rivas Vaciamadrid, ot 28523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Medina
5441 N. Swan Rd
Lenox, MA 01240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Medina
5441 N. Swan Rd
Lenox, MA 01240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Hurst Payne
La Partija 14
Rivas Vaciamadrid, ot 28523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlene Henley
5275 Country Oak Court
San Jose, CA 95136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
SHELIA Mulroy
4270 Fox Hills Dr
Louisville, TN 37777



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alana Willroth
1605 Birch Lake Ave
white bear lake, MN 55110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katarzyna Weiss
 
Wodzislaw Slaski, ot 44



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Parsons
2711 Box Elder Ct
Chula Vista, CA 91915



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
donna agro
your street
enfield, CT 6082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
donna agro
your street
enfield, CT 6082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doug Franklin
your street
Hayesville, NC 28904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Cummings
Your StreetPo box 32
South Woodstock, CT 06267



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Anderson
Your Street
Weymouth, MA 02191



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yashasvi List
Queens Court
Hertford,  SG13 8AX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Rena Childs
3411 Bridgeport Way West #ONE
University Place, WA 98466



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mercedes Delgado
your street
Mlaga, SC 29004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Mulligan
620 Spruce Street, Apartment N9
Royersford, PA 19468



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rafael Albarran
3450 S. Halsted
Bridgeview, IL 60608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daisy Chen
2649 2nd Ave Apt 5
Sacramento, CA 95818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon-Shay Walsh
Pacific way
Long Beach, WA 98631



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Prchal
733 S. Kenyon Drive
Tucson, AZ 85710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesus Cruz
1221-1265 Burnaby St Vancouver
Vancouver, BC BC V6E 2B8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanne Johnson
310 Valleywood Dr.
Woodland, CA 95695



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francine Traniello
3808 Pheasant Laneour Street
Middleboro, MA 02346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Dearstyne
48 Derby Street
Salem, MA 01970



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cedric Stroehnisch
19506 Roscoe Blvd
Northridge, CA 91324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Cain
36a Bridge Rd
crosby
Liverpool, ot L23 6SG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Murdock
P. O. Box 38
Greenland, AR 72737



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Schulz
Intrarea Sabinei, nr.3
nr.3
Timisoara, ot 30042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Cotten
17 S. Monterey Street
Mobile, AL 36604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sibylle Schwarz
P.O.Box: 6099
Eagle River, AK 99577



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Amy
11211 NE Weidler St.
Portland, OR 97402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica Ohlsson
Linnegatan5
Stockholm , ot 11447



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tyra  Tabor
19154 Strathern St.
Strathern
Reseda , CA 91335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Hanbury
 
Reno, NV 89506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Pemberton
Your Street
Cocoa, FL 32926



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stuart Oskamp
891 W. Bonita Ave.
Claremont, CA 91711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie McCarren
1250 Providence Drive
Lawrenceville, GA 30044
 
770 378 5088



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Wilson
37 Glendale Ct
Troutville, VA 24175



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Carnes
1704 Briar Run
Benbrook, TX 76126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ashley Head
Your Street
Fort Worth, TX 76111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Spevak
6556 Nashville Avenue
Saint Louis, MO 63139



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelica Mereu
Your Street
Milano, ot 20145



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sean Hodges
your street
Dorchester, MA 02121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
whitney watters
24 Ribeira St
st augustine, TN 32084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
whitney watters
24 Ribeira St
st augustine, TN 32084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Lockitski
532 First St.
DuBois, PA 15801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
wyman whipple
Your Street
Dahinda, IL 61428



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Smith
133 W Old Mill Way
Crestview, FL 32539



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
We feel so strongly about current factory fishing practices that this household doesn't eat
seafood that isn't caught within 200 miles of our home or that isn't caught with a hook.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meredith Barrioz
109 Wardlaw Lake Rd.
Central, SC 29630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jen Blair
Your Street
Palm Desert, CA 92211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Mcnamara
713 Kelly Way
rio vista
Rio Vista, CA 94571



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vance Lausmann
31475 San Ardo Ave
Cathedral Cty, CA 92234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Bodnar
388 Broadlake Road
Colchester, VT 05446



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arlene Gonzalez
Your Street
Maspeth, NY 11378



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robyn Reichert
6916 Stoney Creek Cir
Lake Worth, FL 33467



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryn Sherrard
 
Sevierville, TN 37862



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jodi Frediani
1015 Smith Grade
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Faith Shives
your street
Southfield, MI 48033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann-Katrin Mansson
Prästgårdsvägen 12
Skoghall, ot 66332



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Kostic
236 Philip Crt
Fergus, ON N1M3M9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Lytle
73 Poplar St.
Fords, NJ 8863



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronja Herttuainen
Vanha kukkilantie 23
Hollola, ot 15270 Kukk



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Abbott
3 Slates End
Newark, DE 19702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christie Lum
your street
Lorton, VA 22079



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Josee Nadeau
11 Cr. Horizon
St-Roch de l'Achigan, QC J0K3H0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pat Griffey
750 Hickory rd
750 Hickory rd
Secane, PA 19018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Kent
Your Street
Phoenix, AZ 85032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Stewart
8868 Dunham Rd.
Litchfield, OH 44253



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica Chanchi
Your Street
Cali, ot 760050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Hanselman
64 Victoria Street
Simcoe, ON N3Y 1L5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Grady
Your Street
Ayden, NC 28513



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bc Macdonald
Pob69
Albion, CA 95410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Armer
Your Street
Your City, BC V2T 0C7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne Jeffries
24792 Eaton Lane
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Peterson
183 Timberview Dr
Troy, MI 48084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tricia Merritt
350 Fieldstone Drive
State College, PA 16801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Gurtner
Händelstr. 11
Mnchengladbach, DE 41189



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S Jopling
7th
Peterborough, ON K9J 7K2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jerry Bolick
210 Timber Ridge Drive
Lenoir, NC 28645



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Fricano
1301 Franklin Ave
Grand Haven, MI 49417



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Patton
1611 Alderbrooke Road
Sutton, QC J0E 2K0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Lane
3919 North Constance
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chelsea Hirtzel
 
Seymour, IN 47274



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheri Delaine
1813 Chumas Drive
Eau Claire, WI 54701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Rhoades
751 Azalea Way
Vacaville, CA 95688



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cara Schmidt
 
Clarkston, GA 30021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ryan Danzinger
1536 N. Hickory Ave.
Arlington Heights, IL 60004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veronica Lozada
your street
Richmond, VA 23223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Sons
 
Homer Glen, IL 60491



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Silliman-French
Your Street
Denton, TX 76209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elsa Mery Soto
7979 skillman
Dallas, TX 75231



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Kratynski
83 Hill Park Lane
St.Catharines, ON L2N1C5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Batt
 
VASSE, WA 6280



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Drew Martin
Conservation Chair
720 Lucerne Ave
Lake Worth, FL 33460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erica Lann-Clark
 
soquel, CA 95073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Randgaard
8655 NW Parkey Drive
Terrebonne, OR 97760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Anderson
p.O. Box 170
P.O. Box 170
WA,  PhD Deer Park



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audra Soulias
299 Cardinal Drive
Bloomingdale, IL 60108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Fait
your street
Hailey1, CA 92345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edna Ratner
 
Peninsula, OH 44264



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Csilla Goldsmith
600 Marksbury Rd.
Pickering, ON L1W 2S8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelsey Kennedy
Kelsey
Kennedy
Metropolis, IL 62960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yonit Yogev
Your Street
Camano island, WA 98282



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keenan Percival
1022 4th AVE West
Kalispell, MT 59901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Garofalo
50 Twyford Ln.
Manchester, NJ 8759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Angotti
18631 Manor Church Rd
 Boonsboro, MD 21713



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Eklund
Seklund@localnet.com
true
Sainas, CA 93901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Sutton
309A Gascoigne Street
Raureka
HASTINGS,  4120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Langseth
 
Halifax,  B3M 3K6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Stevens
16605 6th Ave W N304
Lynnwood, WA 98037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
david taggart
14937 ashdale circle,woodbridge,virginiayour street
woodbridge, VA 22193



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Alonso
berutti 451 Argentina
Mendoza, IL 55700



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keth Luke
Minister, Etheric Surgeon,
5438 Tennessee Ave
New Port Richey, FL 34652



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alyson Shotz
248 Creamer St.#3
Brooklyn, NY 11231



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Williams
22 Raymond rd,Neutral Bay
22
Sydney, ot 2089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Williams
22 Raymond rd,Neutral Bay
Sydney, ot 2089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Fong
Norfolk
Hamilton, ON L8S3m2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Putman
 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Previtali
Luise Riegger Strasse 48
Karlsruhe, ot 76137



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maryann Pitman
179 US Hwy 158 Bus East
Gatesville, NC 27938



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dafni Lustig
110 belle view ave
Petaluma, CA 94952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Hirsch
Your Street
Palm Springs, CA 92264



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott MacKeon
your street
Hayward, CA 94545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Shores
Your Street
Tempe, AZ 85281



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Huang
319 N. Alhambra Ave
apt I
Monterey Park, CA 91755



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Leung
15109 Miller BLVD
Edmonton, AB T6C 2B1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
SALVATORE GRECO
Via Gorizia
SYRACUSE, ot 96100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
SALVATORE GRECO
Via Gorizia
SYRACUSE, ot 96100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan McMullen
6756 San Miguel Ave.
Lemon Grove, CA 91945



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Manda Hodson
70 Stansmore Road
STOKE ON TRENT, ot ST3 6LX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hiroe Watanabe
Your Street
Dallas, TX 75208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Haley Green
Red Shank Lane
Fort Wayne, IN 46825



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carla  Delucchi
Freiburgstr. 379
Bern , ot 3018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aresha Quaass
 
,  2088



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicholas Rulli
1353 W. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA 90026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriele Naumann
Bäumlstr. 109
Puchheim, ot 82178



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Simone Davie
Your Street
Woolston, WY 80236



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharyn Nash
P O Box  490
Brentford Sq, ot 3131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela VourosCallahan
11761 Adams Road
Granger, IN 46530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lilina T_th
your street
Balmazjvros,  4060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Balder
Your Street
 Freeland , MD 21053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinna Jost
Schweizer Str. 11
Wadgassen, ot 66787



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinna Jost
Schweizer Str. 11
Wadgassen, ot 66787



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinna Jost
Schweizer Str. 11
Wadgassen, ot 66787



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Whilst I am a UK resident, I do believe this is a subject that concerns not just the USA, so
am adding my name to this petition.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jackie Hendra
London Road
Calne, ot SN11 0AA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Lemke
 
Ukiah, CA 95482



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Milla Schmidt
Carrer Barcelona
Girona, ot 17002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecilie Davidson
1181 Corcan Rd
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 2R6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Simone Moraes
St Loy's Rd
London, ot N17 6UB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Woolf
Jasmine Cottage
Lyndhurst
Lyndhurst, NY 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Wignall
Ellesmere College
Ellesmere, ot SY12 9BE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trisha Anne Leigh
4 Downside
Epsom
London, ot KT19 5EU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thad D. solloway JD
2567 Elden Ave. # A
Costa Mesa,, CA 92627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
emilia boccagna
via francesco acri 95
95
catanzaro, ot 88100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pam gapper
 
,  BS34 8PH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo Kowal
your street
Arras, ot 62000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eddie Torres
39805 Via Castana
Murrieta, CA 92563



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jasmin König
Stockholm
Sweden, NY 11237



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maura Millanesio
Via Del Pino
Pinerolo, ot 10064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Stocchi
5 P. Gobetti
Apt. #3209
Budrio, ot 40054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Gollings
4 Elgin Road
Goring by Sea
West Sussex, ot BN12 4PJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katerina Karas
Uritskogo street
Kiev, ot 3035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stefanka Ilieva
Your Street
Woodmere, NY 11598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regina Muehlegg
Enzianweg 6
Olching, ot 82140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Parry
 
Hanwell,  W7 1HS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Weaver
Your Street
Your City, ot ts22 5hb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
susana perez
 
lerida,  25660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Lyttleton
5 Cumberbatch Avenue
fegg Hayes
Stoke on trent, ot st6 6te



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Smith
Your Street
MESA, AZ 85205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Nolan
Your Street
Oxford, ot OX28 6EF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tobias Woinke
your street
NiebÃ¼l, DE 25899



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol McGeehan
Your Street
Holland, MI 49423



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer McKeel
11005 Marian Lane
Riverview, FL 33578



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tchvete Dimitrova
Sh,Petjofi str.29
Sofia, ot 3061606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iliana Valatsou
Keas 6
Athens, ot 15234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tia Simon
85 Barstow Road
Gorham, ME 04038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katja Loeffler
Sandbergfeld 2
Rotenburg, ot 2738



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Durkin
Your Street
Wigan, ot WN3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Wiesbauer
PO Box 348
Okemah, OK 74859



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Kirby
Your Street
Lake Park , FL 33403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
manuela mantoiu
Nr 10
dubai, AL 73



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Stauffer
 
Cleona, PA 17042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Gabrielczyk
Stefanienstr.25
Plankstadt, ot 68723



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Claus-Noto
Koepenicker Strasse 163 A
Berlin, ot 12355



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sharron laplante MD
Po Box 886
tolland, CT 6084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norbert Habermann
Spiessstrasse
Offenbach, ot D-63071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Fifield
 
Barre, VT 05641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
LESLIE SHERIDAN
4246 Mullen
CLEARLAKE, CA 95422



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Bailey
McIntyre Dr.
Lawrencetown, NS   b2z 1p1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexander Thomas Creighton
38 Davys St
Carrickfergus, ot BT38 8BN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erin McDonald RVT
Your Street
Akron, OH 44302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lindsay Dofelmier
708 E. 47th St.
Austin, TX 78751



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Eckhardt
 
, VT your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Aubrey
your street
Bexley, OH 43209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veerle van de Velde
Ronsen Heerweg 66
66
Oudenaarde, ot 9700



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sheila Leadbetter
 
,  RH12 2LB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
krshna soneji
258 London Road
258 London
ny, NY 10031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Carbia
5704 S.W. 86th Drive
5704 S.W. 86th Drive
Gainesville, FL 32608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Frank
t3446 Cummings avereet
eau claire, WI 54701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sevda cakir
Your Street
groningen, NV 669



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Kirk
1344 West River Rd
Cambridge, ON N1R 5S5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Kirk
1344 West River Rd
Cambridge, ON N1R 5S5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rainer Jaeschke
Goethestr. 1
Bad Karlshafen, ot 34385



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
cara Ammon
Your Street
Chicago, IL 60640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice Serras
 
Chessington,  KT9 2BA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Anderson
3216 Eric lane
Edmond, OK 73034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
michelle dust
8148 5th streetyour street
highland, IN 46322



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
catrin norris
Broughton
Cowbridge, ot cf71 7qr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Prizito
8828 Cove Point Lane
Knoxville, TN 37922



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris Wibmer
Alfonsstr. 13
Augsburg, AZ 86157



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Jurancich
 
Sacramento, CA 95864



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Johansen
Your Street
Greenfield, MN 55357



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deanna Depue
P.O. Box 326
Seward, AK 99664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Gillespie
618 Oakley Place
Alexandria, VA 22302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Barry
---
L.A., CA 90223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurel Galvan
320 Mamie Cook Rd
Boone, NC 28607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenna Parodi
4 Rue Des Artistes
paris FRANCE, ot 75008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Wiesner
Your Street
Stamford, CT 06905



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Hersey
Your Street
Middle Sackville,  B4E2E7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Grace
5837 24th Ave S
Gulfport, FL 33707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Mower
42 Garrison Ave
Durham, NH 03824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A. Carrasco Herrera
Av. de la Constitución 39
Madrid, ot 28840



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Murray
24 St. Mary Magdalene St.
Brighton, ot BN2 3HU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tania Calabrese
Your Street
Trujillo,  10200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Manuela Schnitzspahn
Bluetenallee 10-a
Darmstadt, ot 64291



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Maurice
 
Akiachak, AK 99551



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
robert cobb
821 View Harbour Rd
knoxville, TN 37934



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
RICARDO PRIETO
Joliette 16
MEXICO, ot 54958



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Ross
 
, WA 98033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Chris
your street
San Francisco, CA 94112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Dantonio
711 Forest club Dr
#602
Wellington, FL 33414



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia Hergt
Kraanvogellaan 174
vlaardingen, ot 3136JE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isabelle Midy
Eskadervägen 26, lgh 1103
LidingÃ¶, 0 18354



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elenor Plumer
Your Street
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fadem Bouhiana
Your Street
bruxelles, AL 1000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Felicia Peters
9761 Treasure Cay ln
Bonita Springs, FL 34135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelika Burgard
Moselstr. 11
Saarbruecken, ot 66129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Hadley
 
,  55100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mallory Draper
1545 Westpark Ave
Victoria, TX 77905



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Pettis
28625 Winterdale Drive
Santa Clarita, CA 91387



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Holtzhausen
11 Svea Str.
Uvongo, KZN, ME 4270



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K. Redman
Your Street
Amsterdam, ot 1011HC



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marsha garrett
2203 university drive
Durham, NC 27707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nick Chlud
 
,  11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nick Chlud
 
,  11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
claudia pessoa
Av Prudente De Moraes, 59
BeLO HORIZONTE, ot 30380000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Cross
 
,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosine Page
Valmont
Montreal, QC H3M2V3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Desmond Power
5 The Fairstead
Holt
Norwich,UK, ot NR25 6JE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S. P. Almskaar
Your Street
Everson, WA 98247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pam Lynn
9 Longwood Lake Road
oak ridge, NJ 7438



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Boris Rappoport
Jabotinsky str . , 4 b / 9
Bnei Brak, IL 51265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chamara Boucher
20 A Potato Bass Street
Rustenburg, ot 299



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Boris Rappoport
Jabotinsky str . , 4 b / 9
Bnei Brak, IL 51265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth  Ryan
Your Street
Omaha , NE 68106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shannon Saldana
Your Street
Sandy, UT 84093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sofia Tsiamouri
7 Ploutonos Str
Athens, ot 175 62



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tessa Calderari
Casella Postale
Locarno, ot 66000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta Natoli
Via Nazario Sauro 4
Torbole Casaglia BS Italy, ot 25030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Ackerman
3118 S. Windsor Rd.
Spokane, WA 99224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Gene
1 Rue Du 8 Mai
Hamel, ot 59151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fabienne B.
Your Street
BREST, ot 29200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Marco
Camèlies, 32 2º2
Barcelona, ot 8024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Lund
Your Street
Your City, WV 26142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Geiger
365 oLIVIA sT.
McKees Rocks, PA 15136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Birgit Konrad
your street
saarbrÃ¼cken, DE 66128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annette DiBiase
21 Lisa Court
Shirley, NY 11967



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Hucker
your street
New York, NY 10128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rocio Muhs
your street
Missoula, MT 59803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leigh Sands
24659 Mill Creek Lane
Denton, MD 21629



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James  Birch
160 Newgate lane Mansfield
Nottingham , ot Ng182qa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yuriy Trubitsyn
11 Oneida Rd
Acton, MA 1720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie Middleton
your street
Franklin, TN 37064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Matulina
Your Street
St Augustine, FL 32080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
olga balado
Peñuelas
madrid, ot 28005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Oleg Varanitsa
84th
Redmond, WA 98052



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Loraine WRIGHT
1011 MORGAN ST
Lansing, MI 48912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Cutting
15 N Main
Charlton, MA 01507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hana Lukacovicova
Skolska
Vinosady, ot 90201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauren Haines
Scargill
Newthorpe, ot NG16 2EA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Carnero
905 East 28th Street
Paterson, NJ 07513



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Brooks-Fetty
501 South 6th Street
Leoti, KS 67861



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leen Van Melle
Rua Lameiro do rato
Covas, ot 3420-063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eric Steele
7636 Holmes Run Drive
Falls Church, VA 22042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisa Townshend
Your Street
Denver, CO 80206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria De Goff and family
1916 Los Angeles Ave
Berkeley, CA 94707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert De Goff and family
638 San Luis Road
Berkeley, CA 94707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Watkins
709 E. Michigan St.
Orlando, FL 32931



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George V.  Williams
13528 Woodside Dr.,
Hudson,, FL 34667



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Watkins
709 E. Michigan St.
Orlando, FL 32931



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raven Vergara
Wescott
Charlotte, NC 28078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Karpel
your street
St. Louis Park, MN 55426



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marijke  Santen
 
,  2105 RG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raven Vergara
Wescott
Charlotte, NC 28078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harriette Frank
3603 Westover Road
Durham, NC 27707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bridgette Vitilio
Your Street
Baltimore, MD 21211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Colin Jenkins
Your Street
Stowmarket, ot IP14 2EG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Ketz-Robinson
your street
Alexandria, VA 22308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dara  Gorelick
your street
VAN NUYS, CA 91406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rory Huber
1601 W.Lakes
W.DesMoines, IA 50266



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David A Brunetti
935 Sherman Farm Road
Harrisville, RI 02830
 
401-568-2559



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Val Hoff
723 Fallsgrove Drive
Rockville, MD 20850



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Brewster
11810 So Ridgewood Circle
Houston, TX 77071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
annette otoole
97 Pokukala St
Kapaa, HI 96746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Hopman
120 Martin Ridge Rd
State Road, NC 28676



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Magee Jordan
190 Chevy Ave.
Salisbury, NC 28146



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Duda-Blaj
Meisenweg 5
Urbach, ot D-56317



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Albury
6770 SW 50 Ter
Miami, FL 33155



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie Burke
Your Street
San Antonio, TX 78216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am very e n c o u r a g e d that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking p r
o a c t i v e steps to
p r o t e c t  vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to please designate a l l  waters from the proposed 200-
meter depth contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the
defined canyons, as  o f f - l i m i t s  to  a l l  destructive bottom fishing gears. This
restriction should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the
sea floor  Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the
canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while still allowing current fisheries
access to the areas that they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted
beyond those detailed in Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to
new fisheries or gear types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I
support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help  e n s u r
e  the plan’s effective implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations
by establishing a  s t r o n g  and  e n d u r i n g  plan that would serve as an  e x a m p l e
for similar protections in New England and around the country and the world, where
scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral
gardens.
 
We are only  b e g i n n i n g  to learn about these biological communities and their
importance to  o t h e r components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to
humans. Please  p a s s  and implement the
s t r o n g e s t   p o s s i b l e  management measures in Amendment 16.
 
You have my sincerest  t h a n k s for seriously considering my suggestions.
 
Bonnie Jean Brown
Your Street
Morgantown, WV 26505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Casey
Your Street
Lisle, IL 60532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandee Rawson
79 Kintail Cres.
London, ON N6E 1J4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tony Chen
 
Springfield, IL 62704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Balzano
3405 Pierce St
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Sheythe
your street
Albany, OR 97321



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monique Duphil
135 W.Lorain Rd.
Oberlin, OH 44074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelly R.
3173 Roundway Down Lane
3173 Roundway Down Lane
Lexington, KY 40509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Brunetti
your street
your city, RI 02859



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Leva
61 Falcon Rd
Livingston, NJ 07039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi Shol
917 Memorial Drive
Crookston, MN 56716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcos Roig
 
, ot 3500



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonsire Vale
San Jose
Clearwater, FL 33759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ron McGill
2666 Associated Rd
Irvine, CA 92602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
theresa hebron
Your Street
king george, VA 22485



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Berend
1 Wide Ford Pl
Toronto, ON m2m4h2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Sanecki
1104 Ottawa Avenue
Royal Oak, MI 48073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Morais Jr
451 Northlake Drive,
#39
San Jose, CA 95117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julian Bakker
506 NW 98 Av
Plantation, FL 33324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Moehl
8050 Niwot Rd
Longmont , CO 80503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tyler Burke
815 North Broadway
Saratoga Springs, NY 07030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Gottfried
619 Cricklewood
State College, PA 16803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Cusic
701 Poinsettia Ave.
Corona del Mar, CA 92625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonnie Smith
 
traverse city, MI 49684



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
melissa miller
80 W Hookston Rd Apt 221
pleasant hill, CA 94523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rob nobrega
3601 North Military Trail
boca raton, FL 33431



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Zuckerman
your street
Aventura, FL 33180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Romesburg
7326 N 21st Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Leonard
Your Street
Falmouth, ME 4105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ian Ockerman
49120 Denton Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbro Helling
Solrosg 7b
Gothenburg, ot 41651



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kathy Nummerdor
236 west VFW rd
Cheboygan, MI 49721



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Garcia
Your Street
Fresno , CA 93727



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Sennello
91A Rubicon Circle North
po box 862
Zephyr Cove, NV 89448



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacy lupori
10614 Newcombe dr
dallas, TX 75228



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary O Barnard
221 Silverwood Way
El Paso, TX 79922



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Caraian
 
Crow's Nest,  2065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hilda Williams
Your Street
Cooloongup, WA 6168



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mary rivas
633 Lippincott
riverton, NJ 8077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Dovey
Your Street
Mt Pritchard, ot 2170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Tubilleja
Your Street
Raleigh, NC 27603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Krystal Weilage
Your Street
Butte, MT 59701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Haaland
Your Street
Michigan City, IN 46360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Watson
 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne DeHart
4615 West 112 Court
Westminster, CO 80031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Pum
224 173rd St E
Spanaway, WA 98387



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stherrin Burke-Grabowski
PO Box 461
Key West, FL 33040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice Nguyen
16 Sabrina Grove
Sydney, ot 2761



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Stewart
15 Ivory Moon Place
The Woodlands, TX 77381



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christian Herrero
8260 NW 14th St
EPS# A-1758
Miami, FL 33126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauren Thompson
13229 Clairmont Way
Oregon City, OR 97045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brianda Puig
Calz. Los Reyes
LA, CA 62170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda C
58
WAshington, PA 15301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zygmunt Czykieta
Your Street
Chicago, IL 60639



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Klamerus
 
Tucson, AZ 85743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Almand
10 Clarendon Ave.Your Street
Avondale Est., GA 30002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Trevarthen
your street
Glenview, IL 60025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Tiago
Your Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Warren
194 Ada Ave
Mountain View, CA 94043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gayle Edelman-Tolchin
11571 Island Lakes Lane
Boca Raton, FL 33498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wil B
1326 W 41st St
Baltimore, MD 21211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Shawn
501 Broadwood Dr.
Rockville, MD 20851



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caryn Ackerman
6130 55th Ave. Cir. E.
Bradenton, FL 34203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
LBrad Lucas
128 w8th st
North vancouver, BC V7m3m1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mr. & Mrs. Natalie Gawdiak
5538 April Journey
Columbia, MD 21044
 
410 884-9025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Lippert
859 N. Marshfield Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheldon Muller
Your Street
Denver, CO 80247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marti Sayre
4527 McFarland Rd
South Euclid, OH 44121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Black
26 Gum Tree Pl.
Saint Charles, MD 63301
 
6367237796



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isabelle Zomer
Helder Camaraweg 12
Muntendam, ot 9649 AT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Carlton-McQueen
4027  Mackland Ave, NE
Abq, NM 87110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Files
47 East St
Stratford, CT 6615



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Duff
your street
Alexandria, VA 22309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christy Barnes
your street
Bates City, MO 64011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gina  Mondazze
3909 Taft st
Hollywood, FL 33021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frances Luevano
P.O. Box 8192
Woodland, CA 95776



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Begin
11020 99 Avenue NW
#314
Edmonton,  T5K2M2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roxanne Hewitt
2825 San Blas Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Canan Tzelil
-
Beverly Hills, CA 90210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Zaloa Azkona
 
Barakaldo, MI 48640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte Isaac
81
martin avenue
Irvine, ot KA12 9NX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Oroz
Your Street
Morgan hill, CA 95037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Veneri
via Negre, n. 60
Luzzara, ot 42045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Carpenter
your street
Charlotte, NC 28277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny du Plessis
23 de Villiers Street
Marlands
Witfield, ot 1459



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin  Lindberg
Seglaregatan 28
Gothenburg , NM 41457



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kara Wenrich
11662 Chandler Blvdq
North Hollywood, CA 91601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James H Jorgensen
4207 Westbrook Drive
Ames, IA 50014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Deasley
Your Street
Mt Nasura, WA 6112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jannemieke de Groot
Huzenblek 93
Weelde, ot 2381



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robyn Baker
 
,  4556



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monique Lallemang
46 Am Pesch
Bertrange, ot 80670



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessy Maes
Hoogstraat 9/201
Tisselt,  2830



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adelheid Hartmann
Zum Radeberg
Idar-Oberstein, ot 55743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Grossi
85 Enclave Blvd.
Lakewood, NJ 08701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MaryanneHill Hill
11 Avocado Court
Mullumbimby, ot 2482



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Dudman
 12 little Gilbert street
Adelaide, ot 5000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Lee
WISHANGER COTTAGE
FRENSHAM LANE
FARNHAM, ot GU102QQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mathias Klaus
August-Bebel-Str.
Osterburg, ot 39606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luz Dominguez
Torre
2B
La Coru1a, ot 15002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvia Pupkes
Heidstückenweg
Aurich, ot 26605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Mannolini
8782 Baywood Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
amaia garmendia
Eliz Kalea 24 - 2
azpeitia, ot 20730



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Joannou
Your Street
ehrenkirchen, ot 79238



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob Lozon
1506 Raspberry Ln.
Flint, MI 48507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Guillaume Laurencin
95 Rue Des Érables
Quetigny, ot 21800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ian Smith
21 Stawell St
Coburg, ot 3058



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valou PICHON-RUPP
Your Street
MUNICH, DE 81377



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elvira Ilievska
Your Street
Kumanovo, HI 1300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Haydn Crespan
20 Garden Grove Crescent Kirwan
Townsville, ot 4817



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Cormier
2601 Frankford Road
Apt 622
Dallas, TX 75287



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aurora Fuentes
carrero de les Carolines
Barcelona, ot 8012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lois nottingham
Your Street
queen creek, AZ 85142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Alabiso
26 Dillingham Way
Plymouth, MA 02360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MAGRIETHA CACHIA
 
,  1947



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shiloh Wolfe
1820 Rochester Rd
101
Madison Heights, MI 48073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brook Caillouette
Your Street
Wilmington, DE 19805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jason Feuer
 
, DE 19805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daisy Tam
1118 Waterloo Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daisy Tam
1118 Waterloo Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daisy Tam
1118 Waterloo Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Perrine Gallart
Your Street
Strasbourg,  67000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
José Dario Vargas Parra
Rua Afonso Vaz 567
São Paulo, ot 05580-001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mari Johanne Müller
Your Street
Oslo, ot 0557



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Schmitz
Your Street
Egestorf, ot 21272



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Petra Wimmer
Frazione Nidastore, 14
Arcevia, ot 60011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Frequin
via Pontida 6/B
Albizzate (VA), ot 21020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Schaut
Your Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah May Buchan
39 Woodcroft Avenue
Bridge Of Don
Aberdeen, ot AB22 8WY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Barron
your street
Chicago, IL 60616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Roth
6801 Louis Pasteur
Montreal, QC H4W 2X1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Max Mensing
california Street
Yachats, OR 97498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Max Mensing
california Street
Yachats, OR 97498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tonia Vassila
47, Kedrinou street
Athens, ot 11522



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
margaret beck
445 Moran
grosse pointe, MI 48236



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alvin King
Your Street
Your City, NV 89506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chiara Baccelli
Via Cavallotti
viareggio, ot 55049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karina Gutierrez
7710 Sw 99th Ct
Miami, FL 33173



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Korn
Clark County
Henderson, NV 89044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marian Scena
179 Highland Ave.
Somerville, MA 02143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy Chuplis
po box 167
Middleport, PA 17953



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liese O'Brien
Laglingarten
UK, NJ 8046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenna Dumsha
7657 locust grove road
Glen Burnie, MD 21060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joseph sisco
Your Street
pacific, MO 63069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Doherty
1843 Stonepath Crescent
Mississauga, ON L4X 1Y1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
OLGA KALFOPOULOU
Elefsinion 64
Athens, ot 14122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Bradford
9987 Oakton Terrace Rd
Oakton, VA 22124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Rodefer
3610 Shawnee Drive
Carson City, NV 89705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louisa-Jill  Fowler
19 Blackdown Way
Karrinyup, ot 6018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cris Vandyke
Your Street
Concord, MA 01742



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Dierig
610 Carrington Place 207
Loveland, OH 45140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jordan Fairhead
901 Sandpiper Court
Ottawa, ON k1e1z6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dena Bustamante
Your Street
Plantation, FL 33322



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Williams
20 Blenheim Road
Lincolnshire, WY LN4 4TX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Hestnes
2 Sudbury Road
Weston, MA 02493



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy McAlpine
10222 Holland Road
Riverview, FL 33578



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Haycook
 
Port Crane, NY 13833



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Hale
your street
Victoria, TX 77901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dominic Melita
your street
Newburgh, NY 12550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
E.m Ploeger
Rosa Spierstraat
40
Hoofddorp,  2135 TT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
E.m Ploeger
Rosa Spierstraat
40
Hoofddorp,  2135 TT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Cordeiro
Rua constituiï¿½ï¿½o, 2323  3 E
Porto, ot 4250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
G. Cruz
5568 Scotts Pond Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23188



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee Bonini-Koch
Your Street
Warwick, MD 21912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gaia Memmo Vincenzi
Via del Fagiano,65
Livorno, CA 57125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Rae
Third Avenue
Bearsden
Glasgow, ot G66 5EB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Godber
 
Llandeilo,  SA19 6LA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Franklin
145 E. Pecan Valley St.
Collierville, TN 38017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sam Heaton
Your Street
Mocksville, NC 27028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Boschen
Blendstatt
Reutlingen, AR 71667



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meredith Bailey
2515 194th Street SE Bothell
Bothell, WA 98012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lilly Kohler
Salinenestr
Reichenhall, ot 72664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luise Frech
Michaelstr
Heilbronn, OK 74076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bo Dhi
Your Street
Tuebingen, AR 73774



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Richter
Marktstr
Marbach, ot 71662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amala Kohler
Hauptstr
Ludwigsburg, ot 72443



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole Bennion
3032 4th Ave W
Seattle, WA 98119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Olson
2025 Sage Lily Dr
Sidney, MT 59270



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
The U. family
Bethwp
bethwp
East, PA 18020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Salgado
Your Street
Bogotá, ot 111311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mariana Pardal
 
Rio de Janeiro, VA 24340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Birgit Dashi
Paul-Keith-Str. 17
Forchheim, ot 91301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samantha Driscoll
 
Derry, NH 3038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Leaf
3255 Sacramento St 4
San FRancisco, CA 94115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
aleid. stoel-margadant
 
,  8024 xj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Maria Gutierrez
Boiro 54
Madrid (Spain), ot 28042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristina Harper
1818 E oakland park blvd
Oakland Park, FL 33306
 
33306



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ateve Smith
Your Street
Washingtonstevesmith@yahoo.com, DC 20559



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Anne Combs
1602 Airport Rd
Marion, NC 28752



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isobel Craig
82 Torrisdale st
Glasgow, Scotland, ot G42 8PH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susanne Korntner
Steinbruchstr.5
Vienna, ot 1140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
antonia maestre
Elma
caparra heights
san juan, PR 920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Miskelly
Your Street
Baltimore, MD 21212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Glenda Lilling
your street
Port Chester, NY 10573



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Wright
2760 5th avenue west
Owen Sound, ON n4k5x6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kara Country
 
Montpelier , VT 5602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirley Cupani
Your Street
Mesa, AZ 85207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caterina Pomini
Via San Martino alla palma, 98
Florence, Italy, ot 50018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francesca Niero
Your Street
Venezia, ot 30035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Welch
152 Gordon Drive
Chatsworth, GA 30705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marleen Neus
Your Street
Zele, AL 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
robert atkinson
Your Street
weston super mare, ot bs22 7yz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
robert atkinson
Your Street
weston super mare, ot bs22 7yz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Devine
5869 Southwind Drive
San Jose, CA 95138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonja  Nielsen
Magnoliavej
Glostrup, ot 2600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olga Vinogradova
 
,  152742



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angeles Sosa
3474 E. 1st. st.
Los Angeles, CA 90063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erika Squires
Dovercourt
Toronto, ON M6H 2X5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Lally
100 Broderick St, Apt 403
Apt 403
San Francisco, CA 94117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gwen Doddy Lowit
3504 Washington Drive
Falls Church, VA 22041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Bayer
11536 Alkaid Dr
San Diego, CA 92126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Franca Bontacchio
Via Andrea Del Sarto 30
Brescia, ot 25124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Dillon
1701 5th St SW
Apt 302
Willmar, MN 56201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cassandra Fazio
Po Box 7826
Cotati, CA 94931



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Florence Robin
Les Noels
VILDE GUINGALAN
DAVIS, CA 95616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
B Walker
Your Street
London, ot E70ph



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pattie gilmour
5 Milford Close
redditch, ot b97 5pz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Little
244 Gentry Circle
Vacaville, CA 95688



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irene Willey
6212 180th St SE
Snohomish , WA 98296



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
NK Acevedo
261 E. Cottage St
Boston, MA 02125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miranda Wimsatt
5749 w plum rd
Phoenix, AZ 85083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandra Gross
St Jean du Pérot
La Rochelle, ot 17000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alyse Vasil
 
Unit 2, NC 28469



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
R. David Jones
4168 24th St.
San Francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana-Paula Fernandes
Your Street
Redwood City, CA 94065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zara Verryt
11 Turnberry Way
Dinnington
Sheffield, ot S25 2TA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Baxter
PO Box 285
Mt Washington, KY 40047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evgenia Vyatchanin
501 Sw 75th Str.
Gainesville, FL 32607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Guerra
Your Street
Mariana, ot 35420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sabrina Valli
69
La Plata,  1900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear MAFMC council,
Hello! This letter was written by two young who have a great concern for the environment.
As a result, we have created a project intending to raise awareness about the overall
environmental crisis as well as about four American species that are threatened or
endangered. Please stop bottom sea trawling in the Atlantic Ocean (and any other body of
water, for a matter) to protect the wildlife and corals of the oceans. Too often in this world
do we hear about some other development project being announced to destroy more of
the vastly disappearing nature. The ocean, which may suffer most from the effects of
overfishing and climate change, has already lost an astounding 25% of its original coral
reefs. Bottom sea trawling will only worsen the problem. Please momentarily think of
trawling as running someone over with a steam roller. As well as completely flattening
anything in its path, bottom sea trawling catches anything that so happens to be in its way:
turtles, sharks, unwanted fish, etc. In one well-known photograph in which a fisherman
shows off six or seven shrimp, the viewer sees a large pile of bycatch in the background.
So much life wasted for so little success?! Such a problem is existent with bottom sea
trawling. Thus, please set off as much area as you can as a wildlife conservatory to ensure
that wildlife does not suffer from humans' greed.
Thank you for reading this short letter.
(If you would like to read about our cause, you can visit our website at
batsandbirdconservationefforts.weebly.com.)
 
Egret Plover
1750 W 64th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
paul Runion
170 Kipling Ave
ben lomond, CA 95005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jasmine  P
Your Street
Lane cove, AK 2066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Baracand Sophie
 
Montpellier,  34070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte Tindal
Your Street
Your City, NJ 08844



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erin Blanton
568 Valencia Place Cir
Orlando, FL 32825



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Masha Timofeeva
Olimpiyskay str
Khmelnitskiy, ot 29000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
CHARLOTTE COOK
3348 Dolomar Dr
CINCINNATI, OH 45239



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Pawley
 
,  dn1 1pw



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linzi Burgess
23 Massey Park
Wallasey,  CH45 4LJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wayne Reynolds
18 Yanderra Ave
Sydney, ot 2234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Bailey
Your Street
Princeton, NJ 8540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Colette byrne
 
,  l4a 1k2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rax Green
Mole Place
Fir Tree Road
Leatherhead, United Kingdom KT22 8RF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Priscilla Van Rooyen
Mingjhe Road no.33
Kaohsiung city, ot 817



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Priscilla Van Rooyen
Mingjhe Road no.33
Kaohsiung city, ot 817



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peggie Kirkpatrick
Your Street
Yorba Linda, CA 92886



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Camilla Jakobsen
Japanvej 1
København,  2300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Piedad Zulema  Villegas
650 Dubord crescent
Dorval, QC H9P1N6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jerily Robinson
2925 Tremont Street
B10
Colorado Springs, CO 80918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Kardell
332 Riverview 6 W
Great Falls, MT 59404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Magathan
2401 Holly Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlene Puglia
3 Autumn Glen
Plymouth, MA 2360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carmine DiLeo
 
Middlesex, NJ 8846



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wava Butler
970 E 90th Ave
Thornton, CO 80229/7714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer A Books
63 N. Maple Ave.
Apt. D21
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and Council Members:
 
Please designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth contour to the edge of the
U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all
destructive bottom fishing gears.
This restriction should include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to
contact the sea floor. Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone", 200 meters and
seaward, as well as the canyons will provide the highest conservation benefit while
allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.
No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment 16, as the
risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine
the document’s objectives.
Furthermore, the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, will help
ensure the plan’s effective implementation on the water.
 
Protections that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council are taking are allied with the
objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for
Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance
ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Please safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections around the country and the world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16.
 
Thank you.
 
Cynthia Piper
4601 Lester Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44127



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Lally
698 Coronado Circle
Vista, CA 92084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
marina cano
Guillem Galmes
palma, ot 7004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fred Hunt
 
, RI 02830



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mavis  Rivera
 
toms river, NJ 8753



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerald Holstein
Moo 1
Bergisch Gladbach, ot 50110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Wamser
6753 Plainview
Rockford, MI 49341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Hagens
Your Street
New York, NY 10166



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maurie Haas
 
San Antonio, TX 78230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Booth
26250 Dreschfield
Grosse Ile, MI 48138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Fournier
P.O. Box 298
Bruderheim, AB T0B 0S0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
V. N. Kopetz
 
CHARLOTTE, NC 28270



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Diaz
Your Street
Your City, CA 95124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Bancroft-Hanratty
 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55416



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marica Czirfusz
821 Dunrobin Drive
Kamloops, BC v1s 1v6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelley Cormack
1453 Ridge Ave
Evanston, IL 60201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renee Starnes
3407 NW 19 ST
Gainesville, FL 32605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Demanche
Your Street
Weare, NH 03281



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cate Nance
Your Street
Ny, NY 10036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Randy Palmer
Your Street
Hayden, ID 83835



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renee Clymo
11 Hare St
echuca, ot 3564



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luis Tirado
PO Box 2287
Apt. 1423
Cross City, FL 32628



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia  Fell
Your Street
Sharpsville , PA 16150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
REBECA PALACIOS
Your Street
QUITO, WV 953



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dan Perdios
775 N Plaza Amigo
775 N Plaza Amigo
Palm Springs, CA 92262



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Perez
445 Fleshman Drive
Destin, FL 32541



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber P
265 Ashtin ln
Milton, KY 40045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Mitsuda
your street
Fremont, CA 94555



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronda Greaves
Your Street
Charleston , SC 29407



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lacy Pierskalla
212 Aldrich st
Lahabra , CA 90631



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Grace Goggin
807 Union street
Marshfield, MA 02050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lilly Blase
1735 Euclid Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68502



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Gee
your street
La Crescenta, CA 91224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Cooper
Your Street
Sparta, WI 54656



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Bernot
Your Street
Mentor, OH 44060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ryan Park
3538 Torrance Blvd
Torrance, CA 90503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine May
2338 Cool Springs Lane
Sugar land, TX 77498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brother Bernardine
Bris
Brisbane, ot 4000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leigh-Anne Jones
your street
your city,  1642



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Canter
167 Blackfield Dr.
Tiburon, CA 94920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Coute
Terrace St
Oakland, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bron Wicks
8332 Mt Douglas Rd
Collinsville, ot 4804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa weeks
PO Box 318
Balllina, KY 2478



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Berditschevsky
1936 West Hill Road
Mount Shasta, CA 96067
 
(530) 926-3397



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Galraith
 
south africa,  5201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabrielle Marshall
7841 Canterbury Lane
Dublin, CA 94568



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Jamison
PO Box 2253
Gloucester, VA 23061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Ciempola
 
Spartanburg, SC 29301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerard Gayton
15 Bimbadeen Avenue
Sydney, AR 34543



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fhj Dsghj
Your Street
fdh, NV 41102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Arshinyuk
Your Street
Nizhniy Novgorod,  603106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Finally the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council began  proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.  These protections would
be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent
efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, the council must designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the US  Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears.  This restriction must include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.  Safeguarding waters
from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide the
highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they
most rely upon.  No new exemptions can be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives.  Furthermore, the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, will help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
Kindly safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by establishing
a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar protections in New
England and around the country and the world, where scientists are discovering extensive,
beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans.  Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration of my comments on this important matter.
 
David Addison
5700 11th St N
Apt 10
Arlington, VA 22205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leila Mole
Grand parade
Brighton , ot Bn29qa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Misty McIntyre
2043 Lincoln Ave Apt D
Alameda, CA 94501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Rivas
Your Street
Aztec, NM 87410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thatyana Burcl
 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonia Maia
Road
London, ot N22 5QB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Josep M Pons
Your Street
Granollers, ot 8402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny Parsons
3 Alvington Close
Carisbrooke
Newport, ot PO30 5AS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Nelson
1484 Willow lake Dr
Atlanta, GA 30329



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ian Keattch
4 Culver Close
Penarth, ot CF64 3QE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Konstantina Karadima
 
Athens,  15125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
veronica bettini
Your Street
pisa, AK 56040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanette Svanberg
 
Helsingborg,  25439



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Farrelly
your street
London,  SE12 8LH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Hess
Str. Cimenasco 49/5
Castagneto Po TO, ot 10090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elina Ganiatsou
Agrilia
Messolonghi, GA 30200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Elford
2 Damask Gardens
Waterlooville, ot po78qz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Weronica Widercrantz
Opalgatan 109
Goteborg, ot 42162



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley York
7 Masons Way
Somerset, ot ba114qd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chantal Ireland
112 Conifer Way
Fort Mcmurray, AB T9h5b4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline De Cock
Your Street
Brussels, ot 1150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francesca Meneghetti
Your Street
guidizzolo, ot 46040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stella Kargatzi
3,Savva Savidi
Athens, ot 14341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lotta Thambert
15 Parnell Road
Hamilton Hill,  6163



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie-K Jonsberg
Sandhamnsgatan 23
23
Stockholm, ot 11528



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bennie Scott
Your Street
Smithville, TX 78957



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Clarke
Your Street
Your City,  Bh14 0db



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacy  Andrade
your street
Bonita Springs, FL 34135



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members,
 
I was very pleased to read that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
These protections are desperately needed, and would be in line with the objectives of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management.
 
I particularly wanted to ask that the council designate all waters from the proposed 200-
meter depth contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the
defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should
include mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons
will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the
areas that they most rely upon.
 
No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment 16, as the
risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine
the document’s objectives.
 
I also support the use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help
ensure the plan’s effective implementation on the water.
 
Deep-sea corals are natural treasures, and I very much hope you will take steps to
safeguard them now and for future generations. This will serve as an example to all and
hopefully encourage others to do the same across the world to keep the seas a haven for
wildlife.
 
We are only just beginning to learn about these biological communities and their
importance to other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their value to humans.
 
Please pass and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment
16 for the good of the world at present, and the viability of the future.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.
 
Sophie Benger
73 Southfield Avenue
Watford,  WD24 7DX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Al McClain
229 Isle Verde Way
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lindsay Gunn-Ouellette
9070 River road west
Palgrave, ON l0n 1p0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Falls
12208 Brighton  CT
Knoxvillw, TN 37934



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rory Huber
1601 W.Lakes
W.DesMoines, IA 50266



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcelo Romano
Sunchales 329
Rosario, ot 2000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Kniesner
4214 Franklin St.
Bellaire, OH 43906



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralph Orlovick
 
St. Louis, MO 63132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
stoyan grenacher
Jardillets 6
hauterive, ot 2068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brigitte Coloos
Rue Salengro
Dunkerque, FL 59430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Henriette Just Nielsen
Konsul Beyers Alle 20,4
Holbaek,  4300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Zimmerman
Your Street
South Portland, ME 4106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nathalie dupont
Gentsestraat 108
mAsbourg, ot 6953



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
elizabeth harvey
4/1 153 Bell St
Glasgow, ot G1 1NL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frederick Sall
 
miami beach, FL 33140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elena Benetatou
Your Street
Athens,  31



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Farnolo
your street
staten island, NY 10308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Svetlana Balgaranova
139, Vitosha blvd.
Sofia, Bulgaria,  1418



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Hendricks
4370 Spring Dr
Carson City, NV 89701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elena Benetatou
Your Street
Athens,  31



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny Mertikas
12 Filellinon st.
Piraeus, AL 18536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frans Plu
Hoogstraten
molenstraat    11
Hoogstraten, ot 2320



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire McKay
1417 Dwyce Dr.
AUSTIN, TX 78757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Weix
your street
Reedsburg, WI 53959



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anette Klang
 
SÃ¶lvesborg, WY 29493



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Barlup
1027 Drexel Hills blvd
New Cumberland , PA 17070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Leone
your street
Southaven, MS 38671



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Kern
79 Peaceable Hill
Pine Bush, NY 12566



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sierra Dickens
400 S. Hulen Way
Ketchum, ID 83340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathy Staniunas
your street
Northborough, MA 508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Walturz
204 N 10th St
Easton, PA 18042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dominique Hosatte
27 Bd Marechal Foch
Villers-Les-Nancy, YT 54600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dominique Hosatte
27 Bd Marechal Foch
Villers-Les-Nancy, YT 54600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Johnston
3 Linden Crescent
Kent, ot ct195rp



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eric Brooker
319 Megans Bay Lane
Charleston, SC 29492



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Sodrel
1032 Cliffwood Drive
New Albany, IN 47150



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debie Thorn
your street
Kirkland, NJ 08034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy MacDonald
Your Street
Suisun City, CA 94585



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorna Washer
64  Leyland Road
Harrogate, United Kingdom HG1 4RU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emma  Lyons
Avon road
Chelmsford , ot Cm1 2jx



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Kuehler
your street
Denver, CO 80220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerry Beck
8 Oakwood Avenue
Mississauga, ON L5G3L7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Davidson
 
indianapolis, IN 46229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Hatley
your street
Snellville, GA 30078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Pilla
Your Street
Fano, IL 61032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Rush
319 South Pine Avenue
Arlingon Heights, IL 60005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laraine Winn
Your Street
Clearwater, FL 33762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert M. Deems
13 Lawnside Dr.
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirley Barry
10 A
Bwe, QC J0J1JO



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shane Nodurft
4025 North Pulaski Road
Apartment 108
Chicago, IL 60641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aaron Warren
Your Street
White Plains, NY 10607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Marie Teli
your street
Chesterfield, MI 48051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Schiavo
your street
New York, NY 10010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine B.
455 Argyle Road
Brooklyn, NY 11218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine B.
455 Argyle Road
Brooklyn, NY 11218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Rubin
PO Box 420
Kilauea, HI 96754



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peggy Moody
P.O. Box 261
Iron Mountain, MI 49801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Benardo
16612 Graham Place
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
Huntington Beach, CA 92649



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Eisenberg
Your Street
Bloomington, IN 47401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tennielle Hughes
Your Street
Orland, CA 95963



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Long
2 Holyrood Ave
Southampton, PR SO17 1SH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emma Shock
Your Street
Paoli, PA 19301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanette Hicks
 
southend on sea essex,  ss24bh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Attell
Your Street
Mission Viejo, CA 92692



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Your action towards protecting these ocean habitats is greatly appreciated. We simply
cannot afford to allow our oceans to be ruined from reckless, shortsighted, and greedy
exploitation.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Hampton
5515 Cartagena
, TX 77035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheilah Ball
Your Street
St. Augustine, FL 32086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura J Karel
14405 W Grange Avenue
New Berlin, WI 53151



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Arrojo
Your Street
Buenos Aires, ot 1704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Heck
822 Speed St
Santa Maria, CA 93454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerry Milliken
1441 Laree Ave
Clarkdale, AZ 86324



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zoe McKinnon
PO Box 309
Pyrmont
Devonport, ot 7301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alba Tomasula
326 W. Navarre St.
South Bend, IN 46616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe C
@^
Collegeville, PA 19426



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolina Garcia
 
Mexico City,  03300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louise Lanham
 
Pasadena, TX 77503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabrielle Gomez
905 s 25th st
Temple, TX 76504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mARCO pARRAVICINI
vIA LAURANA 5
hamilton, VA 20159



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aida King
2707 Blue Bell Drive
Redding, CA 96001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pilar Cárdenas
Doce
Df, DC 04870



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelley Smith
112 Berry St
Little Rock, AR 72225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelley Brown
2115 S. Victoria Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne Collins
Pleydell Avenue
London,  se19 2ln



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John West
your street
New York, NY 10025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Boone
your street
Arlington, TX 76013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jared Brenner
30 East 9th Street
New York, NY 10003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Bradfield
172D Odin Rd.
Les Augres Manor, Trinity
Perth, ot 6018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Jane Freeman
1265 Hawthorne Drive East
Wantagh, NY 11793



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Davies
P.o. Box 630
Philo, CA 95466



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Herwig
1808 Loch Shiel Road
Baltimore, MD 21234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Lessard
Box 172
Big Oak Flat, CA 95305



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Without meaningful protections, the ocean floor will be bulldozed into a wasteland by
bottom trawling.
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Fox
119 W Berger Street
Santa Fe, NM 87505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Kozel
207 River Brook Circle
Eagleville, PA 19403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo Lumsden
9948 N Sand Dollar Ct
Tucson, AZ 85743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Henry Smoke
 130HagueDrive
Columbus, NC 28722



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Worth
3980 Silvaner Drive
Columbus, OH 43230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Sumiyoshi
3373 Livia Ave
North Las Vegas, NV 89031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Harrison
4610 Glenn Davis Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gloria Gannaway
Your Street
Austin, TX 78704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
LOUIS PALAZZINI
930 Tucson Street
AURORA, CO 80011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Cho
6532 N Newgard
1N
Chicago, IL 60626



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl  Miller
10020 Johnson Circle
Bloolmington , MN 55437



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
BEATRICE SILVESTRE
Montagne Sainte Walburge
LIEGE, WY 4000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Bittremieux
Kleine Kerkweg 1
Herent, ot 3020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kryskiv Lidiya
78 Rue De Saint Quentin
Montigny Les Metz, ot 57950



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jon Nelson
201 E 28 Street
Apt 4N
New York, NY 10016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toni M
Bancroft
Berkeley, CA 94720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria-Francesca Fleming
128 East Oakland Ave
Columbus Ohio, OH 43201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dona Longacre
32 Dianthus
RSM, CA 92688
 
949-351-2143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hillary Haley
405 Heather View Drive
Jonesborough, TN 37659



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Whitehurst
601 N Stadium Way
Tacoma, WA 98403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tami Miller
300 Dunning Rd
Summerville, SC 29483



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolina Pereira Da Costa
Eigenheerdstraat 15
Ieper, ot 8900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
L Juskalian
Your Street
Cardiff, CA 92007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Hammond
100 Club Drive, Suite 17
Burnsville, NC 28714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larry Burback
3976-A 23rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aimee Miller
Harrahs Court
Las Vegas, NV 89119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Pope
Your Street
Tampa, FL 33629



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cornelia Fortier
5 Wale Robin
Westport, CT 06880



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Guel
10108 Osprey CT
Austin, TX 78750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ron Pollina
401 Devon Ave.
Park Ridge, IL 60068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolina Pereira Da Costa
Eigenheerdstraat 15
Ieper, ot 8900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Dailey
1322 Santa Rita Rd.
Pleasanton
Ca, CA 94566



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Werber
Your Street
Muenchen, ot 80637



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicole  Fountain
590 Merritt Ave
Oakland , CA 94610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nichole Vivion
57 E 97th St
New York, NY 10029



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C S
Saratoga
Sdiego, CA 92107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carlo Decanale
 
luserna san giovanni,  10062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hilary Malyon
Seminole Ave
07436, NJ 07436



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracey Roberts
West cottage
Moor road
Leyburn , ot DL85Dj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Greene
your street
Sandy Spring, MD 20860



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Ashley Black
2157 Adams Ave.
Huntington, WV 25704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Goodin
 
Donnelly, ID 83615



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francis Farrell
Your Street
Moreno Valley, CA 92555



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sophia McAskill
1391 E. Baronet, Palatine, IL
Palatine, IL 60074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosalyn Morrow
9500, Osuna Road Ne
#323
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ernest Hill
Your Street
Monroeville, PA 15146



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Timothy Dunn
24 Dundee Avenue
Babylon, NY 11702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Tangney
15614 SE Dream Weaver Dr
Happy Valley, OR 97086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Drake
3190 Maile Way
Room 101
Honolulu, HI 96822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Tucker
2249 Cordoba Way
Antioch, CA 94509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isabel M. Fuica
222 Grace Church - 302
Port Chester
PORT CHESTER, NY 10573



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gela Wilhelm
Your Street
Tilburg,  5038 WZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Schmitt
142 W. Mombasha Rd.
Monroe, NY 10950



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Wood
59 Jefferson Ave
Emerson, NJ 07630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kathryn robertson
2690 Pleasant Hill Road
Ireland, WV 26376



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kris Brinsky
121 Grand Ridge Rd
bethel park, PA 15102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinne Van Houten
5560 Jonesboro Way
Sacramento, CA 95835



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andree Cormier
10540 Parmelee ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ulrika Gustafsson
Skarstad Ingagarden 9
Vara, ot 53495



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raymond Nuesch
Your Street
Washington, DC 20009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robyn Youlten
your street
melbourne, ot 3129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rike Wesendahl
Dreikönigsstraße 5
Arnsberg, Deutschland 59821



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Hunter
Your Street
Phoenix, AZ 85018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Foti
 
Howell, NJ 7731



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Keiser
410 East 6 St., Apt. 17B
New York, NY 10009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bojana Popovic
Your Street
Your City,  35250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan McMichael
your street
Kirkwood, MO 63122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chereale Cormack
31 Inns Court Green
Bristol, CA 90211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronda Snider
13805 Easy Street Kp N
Gig Harbor, WA 98329



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherisse Hartley
6555 192A Street
Surrey, BC V4N0A2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jay Rozner
74 Ventnor D
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Montserrat Marti
Eton Square
Eton, CA sl46bx



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruben van der Meer
your street
Leimuiden,  2451CC



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mal Gaffney
Your Street
Lompoc, CA 93436



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Bescript
8882 E Maxwell Dr
Tucson, AZ 85747



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raymond Nuesch
Your Street
Washington, DC 20009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Schwartz
 
Coventry, RI 2816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tonya Howard
152-01 Rockaway Blvd
Southampton, NY 11434



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Meeks
399 Blackbird Dr.
Bailey, CO 80421



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Ferrari
4573 Westridge dr
Oceanside, CA 92056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Ward
4961 Hidden Branches Close
Dunwoody, GA 30338



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Carter
Wisconsin 11
Mexico, ot 3810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A. Wolf
Your Street
Your City, CA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Ann Wiesenthal-Gold
657 Hurst Road NE
Palm Bay, FL 32907



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Steele
1735 quaker street
eureka, CA 95501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Agnes Driessen
Your Street
Den haag, WV 25183



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
donatella chiurco
Sistiana,24-E
duino-aurisina, ot 34011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johnna Shelton
2943 Thousand Oaks dr.
Austin, TX 78746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Candace Jarrett
Your Street
Las Vegas , NV 89147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lilithe Magdalene
PO Box 1478
Middletown, CA 95461



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristin Walsh
Your Street
South Nyack, NY 10960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie McNulty
202 Edwards St
Elberton, GA 30635



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Macky Lovina
2171 Sacramento St.
san Francisco, CA 94109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julian Huffer
85 Thorncliffe Park Drive - Ste. 2401
Suite 2401
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, ON M4H 1L6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brendan O'Reilly
6 Clos Brenin
Brynsadler
Pontyclun, UK, ot CF72 9GA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Little
yMacLean Road
Grand Bay- Westfield, NB E5K 3K1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Quasha
Your Street
Barrytown, NY 12507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Brown
20 Oaks Ave
Worcester Park, ot kt48xd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Roumell
PO Box 1290
Corrales, NM 87048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Gurley
5617 Briercliff Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37918



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinne Jankowski
38914 N Pointe
Harridon Twp, MI 48045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Lee
1588 Magic View Dr
Kingsport, TN 37660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
susan Torres
26 Hillside Rd
Carmel, NY 10512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Birgit Smith
 
Hamburg, VA 22043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharen Gill
215 Ainsworth Rd
Radcliffe
Manchester, ot m26 4ee



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroyn Rentschler
Your Street
Reading, PA 19607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dmitriy Shternberg
1119 Shermer Road
Northbrook, IL 60062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veronique Ciesielski
rue du Buisson
Lille, ot 59000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
tina horowitz
Your Street
philadelphia, PA 19143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terri Cheema
 
Tucson, AZ 63841



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Peroddy
3275 Everett Dr
Reno, NV 89503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Rodrigues
Your Street
Londrina, ot 86061270



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jordan Hashemi-Briskin
2850 Middlefield Road, Apt. 116
Palo Alto, CA 94306



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerry Medlyn
your street
Plympton,  pl74at



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Della Brian
Your Street
Stockholm, NY 12246



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo Rogers
 
,  4877



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronald Narusevich
Geroev stalingrada street 34-30
Odessa, ot 65053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Matthews
81 Dalhousie Street
Toronto, ON m5b2n1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William OBrien
Your Street
Beaverton, OR 97005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Williams
10 New Street
Westerham, Kent UK, ot TN161RN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Eriksson
5508 Dowgate Court T 2
Rockville, MD 20851



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Adcock
417 Claircrest Drive
Antioch, TN 37013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phyllis Gutman
Your Street
Boca Raton, FL 33434



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Marshall
Your Street
Portland, OR 97213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Calise
29 Coral Road
Fairfield, CT 06824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tina Pirazzi
445 Los altos
Long Beach, CA 90814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mr James T Bell
23035 Forest Way
California, MD 20619
 
301-862-4623



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Bradford
910 Stagecoach Trail
San Marcos, TX 78666



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gustavo Tomas
Alameda Eduardo Prado 716 Apto 32
São Paulo, ot 01218010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Fehr
10924 SW 159 Terr
Miami, FL 33157



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Becky Kidd
6090 Shirley Ln
MANSFIELD, TX 76063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Green
12719 Country Club Pl
Burlington, WA 98233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert M/Carol G Reed
Your Street
Hardyville, VA 23070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yuka Persico
Your Street
Simi Valley, CA 93065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sam Dratch
610 Clematis
West Palm Beach, FL 33401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Brebner
254 highland Parkway
Rochester, NY 14620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abigail Ann Fanestil
363 W Prairie St
Sequim, WA 98382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Fox
20 Short Hill Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Burke
Your Street
Your City, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tonya Slywka
4306 53 Ave
Cold Lake, AB t9m2b4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Graham
 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Gifford
31257 Moss St
Mentone, CA 92359



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff McKelvey
8811-170A Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5Z 2Y7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Donovan
P. O. Box 784
Winter Park, FL 32790



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Greiss
198 1/2 York Rd.
 Carlisle, PA 17013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce DeNunzio
42 Wright Street
Stamford, CT 06854



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Chutich
1283 Sargent Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Wolf
your street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Bannister
5 Cold Spring Lane
East Falmouth, MA 02536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Feeney
515 Concord Ave
Boulder, CO 80304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne  Gilmore
your street
your city,  sn57ep



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harry van Veen
Brouwersgracht 226F
Amsterdam, ot 1013HE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tim Dressel
665 Edgewater Dr
San Marcos, CA 92078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Burket
Your Street
Your City, VA 20187



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
marguery lee zucker
Your Street
Eugene, OR 97403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
B Grech
Your Street
Parker, CO 80138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Corkey
575 27th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ernesto Santiago
Your Street
Utuado, PR 641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Hardesty
your street
Boulder, CO 80301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cary Anderson
3848 45th Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Calise
29 Coral Road
Fairfield, CT 06824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harriet Cohen
Your Street
New York, NY 10016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Pynn
1092 Palo Verde Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Mulcare
1110 Benjamin St
Clarkston, WA 99403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Lancman
Your Street
Bronx, NY 10464



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Tarallo
Your Street
DeMotte, IN 46310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
H Hollon
2816 Overlake
Orl, FL 32806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
SHERWOOD INDERLIED  JR
your street
CLAYTON, NJ 08312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Wilson
Pob 440
Deale, MD 20751



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Dalton
Your Street
Puyallup, WA 98374



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Dutschke
Your Street
Louisville, KY 40207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Naurlene Canterman
Your Street
Tucson, AZ 85750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr. Tony DeLia
Your Street
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Woodall
292 Hinchey AVe
Ottawa, ON K1Y 1M1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Smith
12620-3 Beach Blvd
#327
Jacksonville, FL 32246



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathy Cadwell
your street
Springfield, MA 1108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Bratton
2006 Windsor
Roanoke, VA 24015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nigel Parker
Your Street
Horsted Keynes, ot RH17 7EA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherlene Elliott
820 Magnolia Ave.
Beaumont, CA 92223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karrie  Vrabel
 
Minneapolis, MN 55407



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
HARRIET GROSE
45 Picatinny Road, Windy Hill
WINDY HILL
Morristown, NJ  NJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriela Duarte
Pça Roosevelt, 178
So Paulo , ot 1303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Poncia
P.O. Box 971
Lower Lake, CA 95457



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Marciano
5 Glover Street
Norwalk, CT 06851



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meredith West
your street
Chicago, IL 60622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Fish
5345 37th Ave So
Minneapolis, MN 55417



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean-Francois Menard
4466 Messier
Montreal, QC H2H 2H9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Waltzer
1509 Squire Lane
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tam Amico
 
pine bush, NY 12566



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Harris
Rafford Road
Forres, ot Iv362qt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Megan de Villiers
1260 Republican St.
Apt 303
Seattle, WA 98109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Pynn
1092 Palo Verde Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheree Slone
 
Tampa, FL 33606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan McKibbin
2 Leslie Street
Glen Osmond, ot 5064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Calise
29 Coral Road
Fairfield, CT 06824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pam Bonaventura
Via Otto Geleng
Taormina, ot 98039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Anderson
2160 James Canyon Drive
Boulder, CO 80302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Fuchs
 
orlando, FL 32804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Maista
Your Street
C, NJ 08108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Living in Fl all of my life, and am a certified scuba diver, I have seen the decline of our
coral reefs and it makes me so sad to have watched this.  Do whatever is necessary to
preserve these in issue.
 
Thank you for your consideration. Dianne Gleaton
 
 
 
 
Dianne Gleaton
3686 Cr 405d
Lake Panasoffkee, FL 33538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Pratt
Your Street
Oak View, CA 93022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Johnson
49 Daggett Street
Moosup, CT 06354



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
laurel watson
 
maricopa, AZ 85138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi  Ludwick
1009 s Madison
Papillion. , NE 68046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Ann Bayne
your street
your city, NY 11763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jaszmene Smith
67 Lee Avenue
Millville, NJ 8332



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan McKibbin
2 Leslie Street
Glen Osmond, ot 5064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keaven Van Lom
Your Street
Truckee, CA 96161



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Rogan
1905 Orleans St
Detroit, MI 48207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris Mundinger
 
Offenburg,  77654



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
anne veraldi
21 Lapidge
sf, CA 94110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Céline Excoffier
5 Les grandes Raisses
La Balme De Sillingy, ot 74330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terri Barreras
6124 W. Melrose St.
Chicago, IL 60634



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Walpole
Willis street
Sydney, ot 2032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Zhong
3539 Trafalgar St
Vancouver, BC V6L 2L9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Thomas
Carnacalla Cottage
Sennen
Penzance, ot TR19 7AD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chalmer Adams
 
CA,  Jnr TwentyNine



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina  Atkinson
1981 Catalina dr.
Santa Cruz , CA 95062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
tonya stiffler
your street
Shoreline, WA 98133



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Wimmer
 
Sugar Land, TX 77498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Rogers
North Longridge Place
Boise, ID 83616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bruce
31 Acores
Toronto, ON m6g 4b4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Sewick
4133 Saratoga
Downers Grove, IL 60515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sabine Anders
 
Hamburg, Deutschland 22085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheri Moore
your street
Venice, FL 34292



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Swyden
 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Lighterman
Acoyte  617
Caba, NY 10107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan Haggard
1828 Gateway Dr.
San Diego, CA 92105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Lewis
Your Street2822 holkt dr.
Columbia, SC 29205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Don Schwartz
26 Skylark Drive
Larkspur, CA 94939
 
415-924-2506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James French
your street
Seattle, WA 98103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Segura MacDonald
 Street z6
Madrid, ot 28012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Serge Munger
2820 Nw 29th Street
Oakland park, FL 33311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillian Bell
961 Honokahua Pl.
Honolulu, HI 96825



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hazel Jones
star Cottage
Soyland
Ripponden,  HX64LT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Sheffer
3786 Elizabeth rd
Ann Arbor, MI 48103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelyn Krueger
850 Desplaines
Forest Park, IL 60130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Taffany
475 Camino Don Emilio
Santa Fe, NM 87507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Céline Excoffier
5 Les grandes Raisses
La Balme De Sillingy, ot 74330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kara Hodges
68843 Calvin center rd
Cassopolis, MI 49031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marnee Reilly
974 Old Post Road
Kinderhook, NY 12106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ron Melin
your street
Torrance, CA 90503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Devin McCormick
2156 Chianti Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Deprelle
Hortensialaan 11
Overijse, ot B-3090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carlos Nunez
18009 Victory Blvd
Reseda, CA 91335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ashley Cadman
Your Street
Tampa, FL 33607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Bowman
7101 Westavia Dr
Knoxville, TN 37909



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rikard Arvidsson
Lilla Kullevagen 4
Falkenberg, ot 31134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
TARAS GALITSIN
597 Lincoln Avenue
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10306



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adele Pozzali
via Garian 46
Milano, ot 20100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie McFarlane
 
Vanscoy,  S0L 3J0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesuine Pandell
1611 S Highland Ave Apt. B
Fullerton, CA 92832



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sam Fargnoli
Your Street
L.a., CA 90034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regina Toledo
Your Street
Campinas, ot 13076625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doreen Tignanelli
29 Colburn Drive
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cayce McCarthy
2551 Palm Shores Blvd.
Shalimar, FL 32579



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frances Armstrong
264 Teachs Cove
Bath, NC 27808



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Rockhold
20 NW Mission Blvd apt J-5
Apt 103
Lawton, OK 73507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamie LeDent
Your Street
San Diego, CA 92107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leanne Yerby
1900 Main Street, 5th Floor
Irvine, CA 92614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Segura MacDonald
 Street z6
Madrid, ot 28012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhonda Fuller
8131 cooper dr.
Murfreesboro, TN 37129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerry Moore
your street
Toledo, WA 98591



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Chester
 
Dennis Port, MA 2639



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Kliche
3351 Ridge Pk Ct
Long Beach, CA 90804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joshua Ripley
12345 SE Fuller Rd, Apt 45
Portland, OR 97222



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mel Ruehman
 
Fallbrook, CA 92028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Stamm
11885 Twin Creeks Drive
Fort Pierce, FL 34945



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Rials
13068 Vernon Ave
Savage, MN 55378



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heidi Bloomer
 
Amery, WI 54001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Joshi
30 Riverdale Ave
Your City,  M4K 1C3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cayce McCarthy
2551 Palm Shores Blvd.
Shalimar, FL 32579



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Eng
3359 Roods Creek Rd.
Hancock, NY 13783



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorraine Heagy
6 Sussex Place
Lititz, PA 17543



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Bousquet
PO Box 101
Bryantville, MA 2327



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather  Buchanan
Your Street
Ogden , UT 84404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Dugdale
Charles road,the dale
Moston
Chester,  Ch24aq



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather  Buchanan
Your Street
Ogden , UT 84404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Weimer
Your Street
1
Austintown, OH 44515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Craig Owen
Your Street
PawPaw, MI 49079



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Chase
 
Shelton, CT 6484



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Hutchison
2479 Golden Ave.
Letts, IA 52754



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cayce McCarthy
2551 Palm Shores Blvd.
Shalimar, FL 32579



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leila Zaharopoulos
 
West Hills, CA 91304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Noland
 
Coos Bay, OR 97420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralph Gray
 
New York, NY 10002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Powell
1258 Holly Hill Drive
Miamisburg, OH 45342



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Bezler
Blaubeurer Str. 61
Schelklingen, ot 89601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Chester
 
Dennis Port, MA 2639



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Meryl Pinque
Your Street
Bangor, ME 4401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marty Hertz
Your Street
Eugene, OR 97402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A. Mervyn & Marilyn CARSE
4137 Ann Arbor-Saline Road
ANN ARBOR, MI 48103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Zipp
3000 Whitney Ave
Hamden, CT 06518



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jack Joiner
Your Street
Your City,  BR6 8NT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alejandra Macias
 
Morelia,  58337



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Bautista
250 TWINLAKE DR
Sunnyvale, CA 94089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jonathan Lyons
196 Mountainview Road
Lewisburg, PA 17837



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabriele Hoenschel
Eschenhofstr. 55
Augsburg,  86154



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Weiss
2072 77th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leila Zaharopoulos
 
West Hills, CA 91304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Hendrix
3665 Diamond Ct.
Wellington, NV 89444



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Celine Excoffier
 
,  E14 6QB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacie Charlebois
Your Street
Sebastopol, CA 95472



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M Garrett
11333 Green Grass Ct.
South Jordan, UT 84095



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deanna Draudt
22 Frasco Rd
Santa Fe, NM 87508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James  Garside
55 Amesbury Avenue
London , ot Sw2 3ae



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth Mchenry
Mary St
Parksley, VA 23421



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gregory Flower
8100 Cantrell Rd Apt 905
Little Rock, AR 72227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Scott
54 Rydens Avenue
Walton On Thames, ot Kt12 3jh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Summer Ankiel
1630 Emerald Lake Cv
Casselberry, FL 32707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorena Ruiz
 
Valparaiso,  2345000000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sapna Peruvemba
1232 Tally Drive
San Francisco, CA 94501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Herold
1021 Banyan Way
Pacifica, CA 94044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane August
Pob 666
Topanga, CA 90290



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Wagner
4601 Windigo Trail
Madison, WI 53711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Butterfield
Your Street
Eureka, CA 95501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenan Searain
Your Street
Pueblo, CO 81004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Young
Summer place loop 
Clermont, FL 34714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kylie Wright
251 Bonita Ave
Pasadena, CA 91107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Georgia Shankel
15 Soutth Homan Ave Apt 212
Chicago, IL 60624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ángel Marina
Av. Alexandre Rosselló, 13-B
Palma de Mallorca, ot 07002



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jorge Reyes
9504 Bryson Ave
Southgate, CA 90280



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Peck
47800 Madison
Indio, CA 92201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Atterbury
15 Meadrow
Godalming, CA 25634



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff Komisarof
your street
Potomac, MD 20854



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorian Scott
11144 Saddlebrook Dr.
Pinckney, MI 48169



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tami Farr
Your Street
Murray, UT 84107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Derek Stockdale
13 Deanfield
Bangor, ot BT19 6NX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Monroe
3535 Juniper St
San Diego, CA 92104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dianne Croft
 
Rockford, IL 61109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ausra Zilinskiene
Geliu 14-16
Marijampole, ot 68302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Cuellar
your street
Sunnyside, NY 11104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hans Sjoeholm
Al Nakheel Al Ghulam Resort
North Obhur
Jeddah, NY 21430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
April Biggs
 
Santa Clara, CA 95054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
julie woodhead
21 St. Abbs Drive
Odsal
bradford, FL bd6 1ej



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcy Meachum
901 Longkeep Ln
Daniel Island , SC 29492



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexis Wray Negele Miller
1342 Stanford St
Santa Monica, CA 90404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Plzakova
Your Street
stary plzenec, CO 33202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antje Fray
58 Old North Rd
Washington, CT 06793



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheryl  Becker
 6959 mangrove dr
 Wesley chapel, FL 33544



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Spadafore
 
Sebring, FL 33872



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pete Eckford
1 / 7 Sterling Circuit
Camperdown, ot 2050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Jenkinson
 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ashley Lewis
150 Porteous Ave.
Fairfax, CA 94930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Jackson
Your Street
Mukilteo, WA 98275



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathe Walton
7060 N. Ridge Blvd
Chicago, IL 60645



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hayden Kaden
 
Gustavus, AK 99826



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy Yates
Your Street
Castle Hayne, NC 28429



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
adam c
your street
san antonio, TX 78212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicolás Caballero
Dos hermanas
Sevilla, ot 41702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nina clausen
new avenue
new york, NY 13625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
alexander sima
Your Street
sydney, ot 2030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Harris
5404 S Rutherford Avenue
3rd Floor
Chicago, IL 60638



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalia Alves Lopes
Demesne road
Manchester, ot M168HJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Ritchie
Your Street
Macclesfield, ot SK11 0QG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
T Mo
Your Street
Igh, MN 55076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Benjamin Joannou Jr
6401 SW 134 Drive
Pinecrest, FL 33156



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Wall
Venetian Way
Gold Coast, ot 4209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanna Foster
Your Street
Nottingham, ot NG250UL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morgan Jenkinson
20 cross Flatts mount
Leeds, ot LS11 7BL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dave Searles
President, The Ecotopian Society
E410 23rd Street
Brodhead, WI 53520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Olsson
1692 Ridgefield St
Eugene, OR 97404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerald Shaia
8103 San Fernando Road
Sun Valley, CA 91352



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hege Wolleng
 
OSLO,  192



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Benjamin Joannou Jr
6401 SW 134 Drive
Pinecrest, FL 33156



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Lashaway
4130 Rincon Avenue
Montrose, CA 91020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Simona Bardini
piazza bruno buozzi 5
Gavorrano GR,  58023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pascale Desrosier-Hickey
Gibson street
Fredericton, NB E3A 4E9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pauline Burak
1105 Red Eagle Road
Ohatchee, AL 36271



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Tobias
Your Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15241



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juanita Navarro
3613 Pearce
Silver spring , MD 20906



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Daniels
7563 Belle Grae Dr
Manassas, VA 20109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elsie Zecchino
Your Street
Howell, NJ 7731



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Seuckan
Petersglaimerstr. 21
84098 Weihenstephan - Germany
Weihenstephan, FL 84098



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dale Carpenter
Ferry
Grosse Ile, MI 48138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Buckingham
7955 West Chalk Creek Road
Casper, WY 82604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Tyson
Your Street
Monroe, NC 28112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barry Dickson
103 Marlyn Road
South hobart, NC 7004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Adams
98 Vernwood drive
Vernon, CT 6066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adrienne Hochberg
717  S US H'way 1
Unit 1002
Jupiter, FL 33477



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Burtosky-Mays
7415 Vinnedge Rd
Hamilton, OH 45011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Massey
19 Dorothea Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2W 5X2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Burdine
Your Street
Deltona, FL 32725



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Davis
2004 Phoebe Dr
2004Phoebe Dr
Billings,, MT 59105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Land
Your Street
Silver Spring, MD 20901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia Holt
your street
your city,  B0N1T0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinne Creager
 
Richmond, CA 94805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Garrett
1791 Sapphire Rd
York, PA 17408



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Celana Bingham
Your Street
Lexington, NC 27295



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mel S Stark
2540 n 4645th Rd
Unit B
Somonauk, IL 60552



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Brentlinger
5315 N 14 1/2 St
Terre Haute, IN 47805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tiffany Luptak
Your Street
San francisco, CA 94112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Forsht
17895 SW 272 Street
Homestead, FL 33031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Stowe
6413 Merritt Rd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lila  Cahue
Ret 810 No 18 Col Centinela
Ciudad de Mxico , ot 4450



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
robin nadel
your street
branford, CT 06405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Horsch
your street
Spring Grove, VA 23881



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Ven Roy
 
Allendale, MI 49401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carlos Leo
your street
Hollywood, FL 33019



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luca Rossetto Casel
Your Street
Sant'Antonino di Susa (Torino), ot 10050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen D Felts
10994 Chapel Woods Blvd S
Noblesville, IN 46060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beth O'Brien
15 Kirk Dr
Rochester, NY 14610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terrie Williams
Your Street
Vidor, TX 77662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Jarka
Your Street
Auckland, ot 1060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Laudan
1901 Buttercup Dr.
Lynden, WA 98264



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelli Glaze
PO Box 665
Wellston, OK 74881



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ozzy Direto
Your Street
S, ot 2035012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Biggane
8332 Cannon Knoll Ct.
West Chester, OH 45069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chiara Lo Giudice
Your Street
Essen,  20093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Dworak
your street
Vienna,  Austria 1030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Ewing
82 Bon Air Circle
Jackson, TN 38305



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen  Pfaffenbach
your street
Schenectady, NY 12308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tiffany Luptak
Your Street
San francisco, CA 94112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Lawson
29 W 65th St, Apt 1G
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fanny  Manesis
Your Street
Brooklyn , NY 11229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Jarka
Your Street
Auckland, ot 1060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthias H_
Almweg
Lahr, ot 77933



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Sacksteder
224 Covington Ave
Covington, KY 41011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Axe
805 Gregg St.
Columbia, SC 29201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Al Cutt
 
, CA 91304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerry Davidson
Tanilba Road
Mallabula, ot 2319



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Owen-Evans
13 - 1500 Judd Rd.
Brackendale, BC V0N 1H0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ray Brooks
3/178 Torquay Road. your street
Scarness,  4655



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Connor
54227 Pine Crest Avenue, PO Box 3317
Idyllwild, CA 92549



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlene Wulf
853 Crescent Dr.
Toccoa, GA 30577



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katarzyna Bartoszewska
KamiÅskiego 4 m.12
KamiÅskiego 4 m.12
Warsaw, ot 03



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Gardner
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Knoll
1171 Uluopihi Loop
Kailua, HI 96734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chelsea Hopper
722 Northern Ave
Clarkston, GA 30021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leta Dally
your street
Chicago, IL 60645



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gavin Dillard
Your Street
Black Mountain, NC 28711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Wolfe
1855 E. Parkside Ln.
Phoenix, AZ 85024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barb Holtz
245 E 25th St
Apt 2K
New York, NY 10010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Geist
513 E 81st St, Apt 3fw
New York, NY 10028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Foote
14 Cluster Oak Place
Brampton, ON L6R 1T8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Massey
19 Dorothea Drive
Dartmouth, NS B2W 5X2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Kai
3340 Woodcliff Rd.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillian Devine
97 Station Street
Burwood, ot 3125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Walden
20611 Crescent Arbor Ln
Spring, TX 77379



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr. Ed Slack
Your Street
Nashville, TN 37214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lin Bente
5791 Gallatin Ln
North Port, FL 34287



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joe butkovich
Your Stree
Joliet, IL 60432



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norman Crouter
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet G Heinle
Your Street
santa Monica, CA 90403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joel Meza
P. O. Box 210144
San Francisco, CA 94121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S R Miles
1420 Wright Rd
Tenino, WA 98589



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carl Munz
4820 Caida del Sol Dr
Paradise Valley, AZ 85253



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Burns
694 W Ladd Ave
Bloomington, IN 47403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
luigia salvadori
Degasperi,82
trento, 0 38123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Berkich
 
Reamstown, PA 17567



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Jahandier
16 Chemin De La Dame
montelimar, WY 26200



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ella Robson
P. O. Box 243
Huntley, MT 59037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacy Avery
70 Jerome Crescent
Apt 1005
Hamilton, ON L8E 3H1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jerry Unruh
Your Street
Manitou Springs, CO 80829



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Blake Wu
342 Vulpine
Lafayette, CA 94549



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Kantola
835 Platt St
Niles, MI 49120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Berardi
1715 N 15th Ave
Melrose Park, IL 60160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie  Kovacs
Your Street
Irvine, CA 92620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Oliver
your street
Christiansburg, VA 24073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Ch
Plaza Lombarda
Allariz, ot 32660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sara Booth
343 Grays Lane
Daphne, AL 36526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Ar
Your Street
Valladolid, AL 47013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Fridey
21 W Mount Vernon St
Lansdale, PA 19446



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Hay
your street
Milwaukee, WI 53221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valeriya Efimova
Your Street
Jersey City, NJ 07302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Dowling
PO Box 26
Pope Valley, CA 94567



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Wieder
92 Perry St.
New York, NY 10014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Dearborn
PO Box 292
Lakemont, GA 30552



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
BiLL Fowlie
19 Wellington Rd
Harmony, ME 04942



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Slomer
524 Mccubbing Dr.
Lexington, KY 40503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Powers
172 SE 30 Ave
Boynton Beach, FL 33435



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Geraldine Pease
2106 West 10th St.
Austin, TX 78703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisha Doucet
8525 Citation Drive
Wellington, CO 80549



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Wright
2322 Rostock Ct.
2322 Rostock Ct.
Indianapolis, IN 46229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tiffany Luptak
Your Street
San francisco, CA 94112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Walsh
your street
Independence, MO 64053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Polly Stonier
Your Street
Phoenix, OR 97535



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harold Watson
Your Street
Springfield, MO 65802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Williams
Box 548
elora
Elora, ON N0B1S0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Duce
14 All Saints Drive
Sutton Coldfield
Birmingham, ot b74 4ag



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Else Fergo
Peter Bangs Vej 148, 3. tv
Frederiksberg, ot 2000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Colby
Your Street
Eugene, OR 97405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Anderson
655 Clearview Drive
Charleston, SC 29412



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Debes
13R Crescent St
Biddeford, ME 04005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
janice hanninen
Your Street
republic, MI 49879



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Douglas
913 Caroline St
Fredericksburg,Va 22401
Fredericksburg, VA 22401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
wayne gorski
Your Street
bozeman, MT 59715



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yuliya Rudnik
Your Street
Lugansk, CA 91031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louise Rushton
Your Street34 Popham Close
Tiverton, ot Ex164ga



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Macx  Adams
 
Beaworthy ,  EX21 5PT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Circharo
Your Street
Boca Raton, FL 33487
 
5614517602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie Aharonian
your street
North Hollywood , CA 91605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fristensky Andrea
771 Fleet Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3M 1K1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Stewart
302 Granite Street
Gardiner, MT 59030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Thank you for giving me an encouraging sign that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council is taking proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea
coral ecosystems. Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge
Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries
management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maradel Gale
239 Parfitt Way SW
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fauzia Brunaccini
 
, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Poulsen
6 Ray St
Seymour, CT 06483



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Staiger
 
Roanoke, VA 24012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Edmisson
Your Street
Spring, TX 77373



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joyce Overton
5618 Highgate
Rowlett, TX 75088
 
9727433174



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelika Winner
2g
Brooklyn, NY 11205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Walter
Your Street
Pforzheim, ot 75180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giovanna Tonelli
905 Mountain
Philadelphia, PA 19148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bryan Coggins
2052 Newport Blvd
#6-240
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melania Padilla
CA Street D268
Managua, ot 15034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tristan Sophia
122 W. School Street
Absarokee, MT 59001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Megan Bloom
2425 Cornwall Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Bell
4906 Encino Ave
Encino, CA 91316



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karyn Loveless
71 Forest Avenue
Locust Valley, NY 11560



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacie Wooley
7346 Parkland Manor Dr
Cypress, TX 77433



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Jones-Giampalo
Your Street
New Lisbon, WI 53950



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard McKee
1037 Champion Circle
Longmont, CO 80503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Trujillo
your street
Des Moines, IA 50320



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
PauleAnne Pruneau
7820 Jamesford Rd
Baltimore, MD 21222



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Breen
 
Albuquerque, NM 87123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeb Pronto
porcupine ridge road
Weimar, CA 95736



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin O'Rourke
1822 State Route 69
Camden, NY 13316



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Pinson
your street
HYERES, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janeene Porcher
13568 W 23rd Pl
Golden, CO 80401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna D Varcoe
882 West Aaron Drive
State College, PA 16803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Sante
5529 Ipiranga St.
Santiago, ot 60614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cliff Jennewein
6454 e. Pasa Nuevo Dr.
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Murphy
3240 Whistler Dr.
Pensacola, FL 32503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie Fahmy
6023 Wescott HIlls way
Alexandria, VA 22315



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corey Barnes
10 Woodoaks Dr.
San Rafael, CA 94903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theodore Brazeau
550 HillView Cir.
Dripping Springs, TX 78620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joshua Angelus
 
Waterbury, CT 6710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Neihart
6751 Geneva Ave. So.
Cottage Grove, MN 55016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kaylan Franca
Your Street
Las Vegas, NV 89123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sumana Raychaudhuri
Your Street
New York, NY 10025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Sharfman
50 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
Please help!  I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future
generations by establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for
similar protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists
are discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Girard
 
Covina, CA 91722



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Javier Valdivia
Doheny Park Rd
Capistrano Beach, CA 92624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mr. Scott Ricci
8409 Wynview Ct NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
 
505-353-1719



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise East
Your Street
Cupertino, CA 95014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Farrell
1756 NE 148th Street
Shoreline, WA 98155



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
maria  Lasorsa
81 Plymouth ave
Yonkers, NY 10710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wellington Jr.
Your Street
S, ot 1311940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
elaine bachman
 
, ot your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Gillilan
Your Street
E. Fairfield, VT 05448



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Mathis
Your Street
Boise, ID 83709



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adina  Parsley
Your Street
Stanwood, WA 98292



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Jacobs
133 Back Road
Shapleigh, ME 04076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larisa Long
your street
Woodstock, IL 60098



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Blanchette
715 Laurel Drive SW
Aiken, SC 29801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan DaVanzo
Your Street
Vienna, VA 22182



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Moraski
Your Street
Woodbury, MN 55125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gilly Freeman
Flat 1, 37 Quarry Road
Hastings, ot TN34 3SA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nina Black Reid
Your Street
Washington, DC 20007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Weber
1226 Lakeside Drive East
Highland Lakes, NJ 07422



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Leisman
 
Ballwin, MO 63021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia Allgaier
 
Stirling, NJ 07980



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joe Kotulic
 
Kansas City, MO 64131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Marko
Your Street
Clifton, NJ 07011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gilbert Alvarez
your street
Orlando, FL 32807



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Verna Brunet
280 king
Highgate, ON N0P 1T0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
katherine wentworth
your street
newberg, OR 97132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Cook
 
Lafayette, LA 70503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gosia Mitros
 
Sachse, TX 75048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Nelson
 
Esko, MN 55733



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Maddox
Your Street
Tucson, AZ 85719



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wellington F.
Your Street
S, ot 01311940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Fomenko
110 El Caminito Ave
Campbell, CA 95008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julianne Ramaker
1375 NE Elk Court
Bend, OR 97701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hillary Sametz
campbell
Kansas City, MO 64110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Anthony
yo7093 n east rockfield rdur street
delphi, IN 46923



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paolo Fattiboni
Via Camesena
Rome, ot 100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia Eoff
2150 Monterrey Rd. rio Rancho, NM
Rio Rancho, NM 87144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Perret
2397 Sand Dollar Rd. W
Bremerton, WA 98312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia DeLuca
Your Street
Nokomis, FL 34275



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryn Lemoine
106 Parkwest Drive
3-C
West Monroe, LA 71291



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Correa
95 Griswold Rd
Wethersfield, NY 10003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lloyd Lutterman
Your Street
Cynthiana, IN 47612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Tavaglione
 
Manchester Township, NJ 8759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
wilie L. hinze
Professor of Chemistry
1825 Faculty Drive
1825 faculty drive
winston salem, NC 27106
 
336-758-5509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Stefanos
70 Huntington Dve
Melbourne, ot 3000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M McGillivary
Your Street
Eugene, OR 97408



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonnie Worden
your street
Charlevoix, MI 49720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leigh-Lin Kjeldsen
68 St. Nicholas road
Wallingford,  OX10 8JB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Washburn
PO Box 323
Bearsville, NY 12409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bekki Tippens
68 Van Nuys Rd
Colrain, MA 01340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Harris
your street
Beverly Hills, CA 90212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Porter
1870 Newport Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ali Moshrefi
25013 Whitman St
Apt 10s
Hayward, CA 94544



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antonio Bayona
Your Street
El Paso, TX 79936



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mona Hanes
725 Ford Ave
Langhorne, PA 19047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth  Lieberman
Your Street
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Richardson
 
Leeds,  LS17 8RJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie-Jose Wenger
Edouard
Paris, ot 75014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Scarlata
3855 Elk Ridge N
Divide, CO 80814



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Manzoni Maria Erica
Via Roma 97
Arona, ot 28041



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane  Heys
9 - 126 Lakeside Drive
Riverview, NB E1B 3G9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danielle Cummins
Your Street
Your City,  L6 8NB



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Larissa Davies
 
Waverton,  2060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Brucker
Your Street
Bradenton, FL 34208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jewel  Hall
105 E 49th Ave
Eugene , OR 97405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Coleman
11700 Fergus
Saint Charles, MI 48655



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I thank the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council for taking proactive steps to protect
vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such protections would be
in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent
efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth contour to
the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons as off-
limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should also include mid-water
trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding waters from
this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment
16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would
undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies,
such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective implementation on
the water.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Butler
1110 McCrae Dr.
Moncks Corner, SC 29461



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael McNeal
523 South Magnolia Lane
Denver, CO 80224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Masto
Your Street
Boardman, OH 44512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Adams
 
Toledo, OH 43615



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Drew Cucuzza
351 Central Avenue
New Haven, CT 6515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hanna Wupperman
C./Acebuche, 54
Rincon de la Victoria, 0 29730



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maxine Clark
1717 Sheridan Rd C4
Bremerton, WA 98310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mark Rist
208 South Lakeshore Drive
Manahawkin, NJ 08050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Ott
 
Milton, FL 32570



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judit Frischmann
Lombos str. 14
Budapest, ot 1163



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth  Martyn
318 Banks St.
Chetek , WI 54728



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yanina Chuprova
 
Union, NJ 7083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexandria  Lewis
1344 Laveta Terrace
La, CA 90026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
donna hughes doyle
 
crapo, MD 21626



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie McLean
18022 Bigelow Park
tustin, CA 92780



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Manor
your street
Chesterfield, MO 63017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerald St. Germaine
your street
El Paso, TX 79901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Fay  Sampson
Your Street
Eugene, OR 97405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Artin
Your Street
Sparkill, NY 10976



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Bardo
121 Creek Road
Muncy, PA 17756



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie  Kovacs
Your Street
Irvine, CA 92620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Harris
your street
p
Bay Point, CA 94565



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M. Gear
15065 W. Baker Rd.
Manhattan, IL 60442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Hawkins
231 Concord Avenue
Toronto, ON M6H 2P4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Stern
Your Street
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dre Patti
 
, CA 92870



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Frey
5 Tims Lane
Newark, DE 19711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Sadowskas
Your Street
Reading, PA 19606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Belinda Canevali
Your Street
Caernarfon , ot LL553DL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patti Lowery
298 Canaveral Beach Blvd
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Young
381 Casa Linda Plaza
Dallas, TX 75218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gaetano Andrea Amato
Garibaldi
Agrigento, ot 92100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Merelyn Dolins
10 Brookside Rd
Maplewood, NJ 07040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Helen Stephens
 
Valdez, AK 99686



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victor Wittmann
your street
Marlboro, NJ 07746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William j Bolen
your street
Brick, NJ 8724



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sergio Gelassen
Your Street
S, ot 01311940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Thayer
7437 Mackenzie Dr NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Crystal Delgado
900 Park
El Paso, TX 79902



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Brandon
9311 Bianca
Northridge, CA 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristine Jackson
your street
Edmond, OK 73013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gale Lederer
1121 Contra Costa Dr.
El Cerrito, CA 94530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irina Temnikova
Walnut Ridge
Waller, TX 77484



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zola Packman
your street
Raleigh, NC 27605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Bradley
30 Baltusrol St
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lana  Brodziak
1737 Iwi way
Honolulu, HI 96816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Treat Lyon
Paopua Loop
Kailua, HI 96734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Ebershoff-Coles
Your Street
Danville, IN 46122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Boehl
4 James Court
Hackettstown, NJ 07840



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pia Chukerbuti
 
Copenhagen,  1672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nushin Amirhosseini
Your Street
Matawan, NJ 7747



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Fairless
76 Liberty Corner Road
Warren, NJ 7059



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Dobson
2130 Broadway
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dalva F.
Your Street
S, ot 01311940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Margraf
Your Street
Medford, NY 11763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Mcferran
1508 Cedar St
Lake Oswego, OR 97034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia Dannelley-McCree
your street
Pecos, TX 79772



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philippe Tardy
Your Street
Your City, ot 1341



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerritt and Elizabeth Baker-Smith
your street
East Stroudsburg, PA 18301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Roche
2916-C Avenida Alamosa
Santa Fe, NM 87507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rose East
Your Street
Arnside, AL 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Shaw
5Thorley Hill
Bishops Stortford, ot CM23 3ND



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Ferra
1268 E. Ramon Rd. Unit 11
Condo
Palm Springs, CA 92264



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dani Cu
Flo Cct
Canberra, ot 2617



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Cardillo
2440 E Leonora St
Mesa, AZ 85213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Marr
2121 Bridle Ln
Roanoke, VA 24018



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Lavelle
Your Street
Victoria, BC v8v 3w7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheelagh Puryer
24henrietta
waterford, ot ROI



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Toles
7214 No. Mohawk Ave., Portland, Oregon 97203
Portland, OR 97293



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renee Grant
58 Chandler Circle
Pen Argyl, PA 18072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Jablow
Your Street
Brattleboro, VT 5302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Claire DeLuna
N2927 Banker Road
Fort Aktinson, WI 53538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ulla Nordgren
your street
Lund, VA 22649



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gulshan Oomerjee
1649 Casarin
Simi valley, CA 93065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Foran
Your Street
North Platte, NE 69101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy  Dahlberg
1757 NW 59th St.,
Seattle, WA 98107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki K. Johnson
10735 Spruce Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64137
 
816-761-2734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Jones
2606 W. Erie Ave. Apt. f
Lorain, OH 44053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I commend the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council for taking proactive steps to
protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such protections
would be in agreement with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth contour to
the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons as off-
limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-water trawl
gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding waters from this
"broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment
16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would
undermine the document’s objectives. In addition, I support the use of new technologies
such as vessel monitoring systems to help ensure the plan’s effective implementation on
the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that will serve as an example for similar
protections in New England, around the country, and throughout the world, where
scientists are discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral
gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you.
 
Marilyn Martin
6020 Loganwood Drive
Rockville, MD 20852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie Meo
7 Bassick Lane
Westcliffe, CO 81252



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Sullivan
Education Director, CSI
86 Handel Court
East Hartford, CT 6118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan  Borland
 
, ON your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Magdalena  Johansen
Bygtoften 12
Kongens Lyngby , ot 2800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miranda Leiva
4950 Coldwater Cyn APT
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taco Kooistra
 
Breda,  4837BJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Sharp
1805 Valwood Street
Kannapolis, NC 28083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barry Eshkol Adelman
5400 S Williamson Blvd Bldg 6 Apt 202
Port Orange, FL 32128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Art Van Kampen
your street
Pasadena, CA 91104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Neuwald Falcon
13730 15th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debora Michel
23465 Caminito Basilio
Laguna Hills, CA 92653



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Jacobs
3524 Silverleaf Court
Fort Collins, CO 80526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn West
6 Bookers Close
Bognor Regis, ot PO22 9FH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
georgine brown
your street
pensacola, FL 32507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cam Mody
Sydney ave
Barton, ot 2600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elissa Mericle-Gray
Your Street
Berwick, ME 03901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George B. Kauffman Kauffman
Your Street
Fresno, CA 93720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
It is encouraging that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Edwards
Your Street
Your City, BC v2v0a9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rose Reina Rosenbaum
your street
Hillsborough, NJ 8844



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liane Gayler
10987 - 117 Street
Edmonton, AB T5H 3N7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelic Rubalcava
your street
Fontana, CA 92336



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Tisher
 
Wooster, OH 44691



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret  Newhart
 
Raleigh, NC 27610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sylvia Eoff
2150 Monterrey Rd. rio Rancho, NM
Rio Rancho, NM 87144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Coben
103 Franklin St
Brooklyn, NY 11222



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Anderson
11002 Snowheights Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Kam
524 Garonne St.
Oxnard, CA 93036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
We have to stop destroying the world around us like there's no tomorrow. Thank you for
your consideration.
 
Natalie Blasco
19075 River Crest Dr
Anderson, CA 96007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
E Zuniga
506 Santa Monica Blvd
Santa Monica, CA 90401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Rist
208 South Lakeshore Drive
Manahawkin, NJ 08050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Liu
Your Street
Houston, TX 77003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Max Weinmann
 
Wayland, MA 1778



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Jackson
5257 Hahns Peak Drive
Loveland, CO 80538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Milne
Earls Road
Dunedin, ot 9012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathi Ridgway
600 Banningway Dr.
600 Banningway Dr.
Columbus, OH 43213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Gorrez
Your Street
Silver Spring, MD 20902



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barry R. Kaufman
936 N. Keystone St.
Burbank, CA 91506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Nero
1983 Adobe Ave
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne White
20 Wisbech Way
Lymington , ot SO41 0YQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Clupp
your street
willow street, PA 17584



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia Bookoff
your street
Baltimore, MD 21208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ray Mallaber Jr Mallaber
Seymour St
Auburn, NY 13021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Holland
Your Street
Thornsett ,  Sk22



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
flavia pellizzari
525 tour st
centre wellington, ON n0b 1s0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Brostrom
your street
Oakland, CA 94610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Groden
1717 Ala Wai Blvd
Apt. 3102
Honolulu, HI 96815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Ribeiro
4701 Pine ST., PMB 170
Apt. K12
Philadelphia, PA 19143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee Fister
638 N. 12th St.
Allentown, PA 18102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Denyer
your street
your city, ot CF33 4AT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Lyons kalmenson
Maple Drive
allenwood, NY 11021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Courtier
 
Portland, OR 97233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
william skirbunt-kozabo
4530 crossgate rd
chester, VA 23831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynette Ridder
Your Street
Concord, CA 94521



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeannette Snyder
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hai Nguyen
4701 Monterey Oaks
Austin, TX 78749



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maxine Goodyear
215-3rd Ave SW
Independence, IA 50644



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Summer  Devlin
4935 Shade Tree Street
Cocoa, FL 32926



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leotien Parlevliet
Spieghelstr. 106
Groningen, ot 9721JZ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicholas Prychodko
PO Box 2138
Bridgehampton, NY 11932



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rich Feit
 
Evanston, IL 60202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Spude
851 Cedar Ave N
Maple Lake, MN 55358



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte Serazio
175 North 66th
Milwaukee, WI 53213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Yarosis
2375 Godwin Lake Rd
BENSON, NC 27504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula VanBuskirk
44 New Zealand Rd Apt 12
Apt 12
Seabrook, NH 03874



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brandy Avila
23884
Murtaugh, ID 83344



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melody Ross
10445 Mast Blvd
Santee, CA 92071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Douglas McNeill
33 Ridge Rd, Unit T
Greenbelt, MD 20770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Stimson
393 Timberlane Drive
Orange, CT 06477



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Davies
Your Street
Lewisham, ot 2049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marty Bostic
1540 Amherst Ave.
La, CA 90025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
bjoern mannsfeld
2044 gaylord Street
denver, CO 80205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mia Wyatt
your street
Ellicott City, MD 21043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlene Fisher
your street
West Hollywood, CA 90048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jana Pruse
K. Valdemara
Talsi, ot LV3201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Jackson
9551 Rockybrook Way
Elk Grove, CA 95624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
karen temple
95 heck ave
ocean grove, NJ 7756



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Jonas
55 Otterhole Road
West Milford, NJ 07480
 
973-697-5326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Buxton
2 The Maltings
Kings Langley, ot WD48QL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Colnaghi
via Cabella 6
Garbagnate Milanese MI , ot 20024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorna Washer
64  Leyland Road
Harrogate, United Kingdom HG1 4RU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isaac Lee II
 
Carrboro, NC 27510



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Socolow
2 Charlton St. 3D
New York City, NY 10014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Seychelle Collard
Your Street
Montr)al,  H2P 2H6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morena Gambarelli
Your Street
Casalgrande, ot 42013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Graeme Harman
 
Tewin,  AL6 0LJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jonathan Mitchell
109 Cove Pointe Way
Madison, AL 35757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Neven
your street
lavington,  2641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Derek Bonikowski
4523 Avenue C
Austin, TX 78751



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eleanor Dowson
2007 Millpointe Drive SE
Mill Creek, WA 98012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Brook
 
Townville, SC 29689



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
T C
16 H ST
C H, IL 60403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Pesini
 
North Wales, PA 19454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samantha Jamieson
2104 Cooper Loop
Sturgis, SD 57785



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mirthia Romero
 
Menifee, CA 92584



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vesna Cajnko
Cesta v Rožno dolino 7
Ljubljana, Slovenia, ot 1000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Marshall
1216 Lightwood Drive
Matthews, NC 28105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Drumm
427 Crooks Av.B17
Paterson, NJ 7503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Johnson
your street
Altoona, PA 16602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Mulvey
1084 10 Mile Rd NE
Comstock Park, MI 49321



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joshua McGill
7230 Pheasant Cove
7230 Pheasant Cove
Oklahoma City, OK 73162



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Waindle
1751 W. 95th Place
Chicago, IL 60643
 
773-779-6347



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
erica gottschalk
2621 n fratney st
milwaukee, WI 53212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joke Melville
335 Bridge St NW
Suite 1700
Grand Rapids, MI 49504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Gellman-Rodriguez
Your Street
Lakeland, FL 33810



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Brown
3701 Glendon Ave
Apt 3
Los Angeles, CA 90034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Laporte
Your Street
Mezieres en brenne, ot 36290



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gretchen Freda
3911 SE Milwaukie Ave.
#203
Portland, OR 97202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fintan Moran
 
Wicklow Town,  I.E.



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Felipe Villamil Cifuentes
Your Street
Bogota, ot 11001000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Smith
Your Street
Cairns,  4878



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Greco
3713
Chicago, IL 60641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Panagiotis Rigopoulos
Agiou Georgiou 77
Patra, ot 26225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jean ritchie
your street
saint remy, NY 13210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Chapman
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brock Schwartz
2055 South Oneida Street
#300
Denver, CO 80224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marck Oconnell
4616 East Michigan Avenue
Au Gres, MI 48703



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Samantha Geaney
735 Jamestown Court
Hudson, OH 44236



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauri Fielding
1 Gloucester
Gloucester, MA 01930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Verbridge
1345 Wescot
Windsor, ON N9E 2H7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary DiStefano
Your Street
Your City, CT 06705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ursula Bellof
Lessingstraße 7
Hainburg, ot 63512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Newby
13371 NE 76th St.
Bronson, FL 32621



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patti Shackelford
45 Locust St
apt 607
Haverhill, MA 01830



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bradley Weberg
1860 Swede Lake Drive
Osceola, WI 54020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betsy Germanotta
175 Harvey St.
Cambridge, MA 2140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christopher Lord
Your Street
Newburgh, NY 12550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy E. Lowell
Retired
11717 North Drive
Tampa, FL 33617



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Helleberg
1 South Main St
North Brookfield, MA 01535



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Davis
Your Street
Norman, OK 73071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
McKenna Eckerline
Your Street
Wayzata, MN 55391



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Falsken
22338 E Calle De Flores
Queen Creek, AZ 85142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ajda Pavcic
your street
your city,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kendra madden
Your Street
elmira, OR 97437



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Larson
your street
Seattle, WA 98117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
marylee fahlstrom
Your Street
chippewa falls, WI 54729



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jayne Wicks
15 crosby hill drive
camberley
, ot Gu153tz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kayla McLaughlin
3801 NE Brooklyn Ave
Seattle , WA 98105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Sandberg
918 Haines
Boise, ID 83712



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
T Garmon
Your Street
Dawsonville, GA 30534



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Vogel
449 Hampton Court
Falls Church, VA 22046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am horrified that private industry is allowed to carelessly destroy ancient parts of our bio-
system. But I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking
proactive steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
Such protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems
and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roxanne Boyle
8710 23rd Ave.
Adelphi, MD 20783



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fiona Orr
Longdales Road
Lincoln, ot LN2 2JR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kaitlin Morell
your street
your city,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ann palka
Your Street
carrolltown, PA 15722



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Kinsey
your street
Fort Wayne, IN 46818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eline Lauret
Vossenlaan 168
Nijmegen, ot 6531 SV



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Phillips
your street
Brandon, MS 39047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mindy Spitz
Your Street
Springfield, MO 65806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Riger
1029 Nashville Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellie Harper
1
Apt. 280
Blandford, ot Dt113df



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ahmid Al-Sharif
Al Madinah, Saudi Arabia
Al Madinah, Saudi Arabia
Al Madinah, KS 42363



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexis Mohr
33 Rome Avenue, Apt. 6A
Bedford Hills, NY, NY 10507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Adlam
16 Whylands Avenue
Worthing, ot BN13 3HA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bev Watson
your street
Paignton, ot tq33na



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16. We are
losing so many species of animals, please save the coral and our oceans and all the life
that dwell there.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Pesini
 
North Wales, PA 19454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Childs
5217 OAKVIEW DR
5217 oakview
SWARTZ CREEK, MI 48473



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cs Gregg
Your Street
Ewa Beach, HI 96706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Barker
Kenmore
Arlington, VA 22201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erica Johanson
Your Street
Hopewell, NJ 08525



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Loosli
1647 Skycrest Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94595



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rocky reuter
3941 D Hahns lanef
Greensboro, NC 27401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Kotcher
40492 Harmon Dr.
Sterling Heights, MI 48310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Avilda Kay Kast
 
Paso Robles, CA 3446



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurel Hieb
3721 Canyon Loop
Flagstaff, AZ 86005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
debra rhoades
450 n wells
reno, NV 89512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dean Grice
8
royal close
Rugeley, ot ws152dd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mikael Svanstrm
 
Trollh_ttan, IN 46162



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathy Bledsoe
10151 SW Washington St.
Portland, OR 97225



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bev Watson
your street
Paignton, ot tq33na



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tony Agroi
20 Longview street
Stsney, ot 2046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacqui Foster
731 State st
Belleville, IL 62220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Robbins
24 Apley Way
Ox28 5bg, ot Ox28 5bg



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Y Winston
1328 E 48th St
Chicago, IL 60615



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mitch Dalition
350 Broderick Street
San Francisco, CA 94117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Benjamin Lashbaugh
304 Sheldon Avenue
Mount Shasta, CA 96067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Fernandes
Travessa da Fonte, 23-25
Aveiro, ot 3800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Crystal  Holly
your street
Elkton, MD 21921



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Allan Gleason
3557 Packsaddle Rd
Kingman, AZ 86401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tami Fleming
Your Street
Omaha, NE 68111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Murphy
214 SW 17th St. Apt 1
Bend, OR 97702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andra Heide
Your Street
Pace, FL 32571



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lin Month
1580 BB Forest
Saint-Lazare, QC J7T 2K1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christy Levine
Your Street
Saint George, UT 84770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bobrow
 
Carmel, CA 93921



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johanna van Duren
Your Street
Guelph, ON N1E 1X7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Gantz
Manning Blvd
Albany, NY 12203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shannon Milhaupt
2559 16th St Apt A
Denver, CO 80211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Michaels
15617 258th Pl. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Walker
Woodlands
Wrexham, YT LL115SX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria del Carmen Romero-Mauro
your street
Springfield, VA 22152



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
richard purser
Waltham Drive
Elstow
Bedford,  mk429fz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maryellen Redish
Your Street
Palm Springs, CA 92264



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jaymee Stanford
3022 Rambling Hills
Morris, NC 27560



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Craig Lee Asbury
3731 S. Glenstone Ave. Lot 112
Lot 112
Springfield, MO 65804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Engledow
18330 Wards Ferry Rd Spc 62
Sonora, CA 95370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Porter
2841 n keating ave
Chicago, IL 60641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Anderson
2450 Happy Creek rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillian Miller
3000 SW 96 Avenue
Miami, FL 33165



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norine Duncan
Lowden
Pawtucket, RI 02860



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joaquim Isabel
Your Street
Amadora, ot 2700



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer DiMarco
1715 NE
Hickory, NC 28601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Crawford
819 Huntington Rd
Louisville, KY 40207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Davino Patzer
your street
Mishawaka, IN 46545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina Hakes
Your Street
Your City, WA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Berk
18124 Wood Barn
Fountain Valley, CA 92708



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Hesselink
W2838 Eagle Rd
Neshkoro, WI 54960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karly Osten
14581 Walnut Grove Way
Oregon City, OR 97045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Mitchell
10260 S Woodrose LN
10260 s woodrode ln
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Givas
25 Everitts Hill Rd
Flemington, NJ 08822



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris W.
Your Street
Frankfurt
Kln, ot 50996



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Bason
Your Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Swanson
1121 W. Clay St.
Lancaster, PA 17603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
MIchele Johnson
2764 Hedwig Drive
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Latham Horn
your street
Pearl City, HI 96782



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cameron Vail
3841 35th Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Torsten Ramundt
Lindenweg 23
Rohlstorf, VA 23974



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Holt
Your Street
Fitchburg, WI 53711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Breeden
19 Willow Brook Lane
Sullivan, ME 04664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carlos Mattos
Rivadavia 2588
Buenos Aires, AR 1123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Snook
Your Street
Lincoln, NE 68516



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff Nadler
5145 Via Mindanao
Oceanside, CA 92057



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katy Thompson
922 Clements Avenue
North Vancouver, BC V7R2K7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Delgadillo
11848 206 Th St
Lakewood, CA 90715



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terri-Lee Brown
Your Street
Camp Hill, ot 4152



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
T J Thompson
Your Street
Gig Harbor, WA 98335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Lindh
436 Newton Av S
Minneapolis, MN 55405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Lein
81 Grande Isle Ave SW
Rochester, MN 55902



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Bergey
Your Street
New Wilmington, PA 16142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lena Dimopoulos
P.O. Box 310
Oakleigh, ot 3166



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia Chesnutt
 
Texarkana, AR 71854



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandy Steers
 
Asheville, NC 28805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
LAURA  VIVEROS
Invierno 53
Queretaro , ot 76000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Allison Farr
1315 Meres Blvd
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lane Yoshiyama
5082 Telford St
Los Angeles, CA 90022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ildiko Lewis
 
Berkeley, CA 94710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Morris
Your Street
Chicago, IL 60601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hannah Jack
92 Campion Drive
Bradley Stoke, ot BS32 0BH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally  Abrams
138 Cortland
San Francisco , CA 94110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bobrow
 
Carmel, CA 93921



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara  Appelt
you709 Hoffman Str street
Elmira, NY 14905



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Valerie Sherrill
6910 Glendale Ave
Boardman, OH 44512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sofia andrade
Your Street
famalicao, SC 47650



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kiu Leung
3303 Glacier Ridge Road
Middleton, WI 53562



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J miller
Your Street
dania , FL 33333



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lindsey Campbell
 
Killin,  FK21 8UA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Duane Gustafson
your street
Cook, MN 55723



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Smith
Your Street
Washington, UT 84780



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Faucett
1638 Church St
Decatur, GA 30033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chip Pough
925 S Trooper
Norristown, PA 19403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Molly Myers
your street
Brooklyn, NY 11209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen grey
Princes view
Dartford, ot da1 1rj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Goumas
 
Croydon,  CR0 5RH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Ijzermans
 
Pulle,  2243



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joseph nowak
4663 N Nagle Ave
harwood hts, IL 60706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine  Carney-Feldman
26 Mill Road
Ipswich , MA 1938



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Storm
80 Howell St
upper
Buffalo, NY 14207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Mayer
your street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
De Michele Letizia
viale monza
milano
milano, IA 20126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Brunton
12718 Forest Hills Drive
Tampa, FL 33612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Streeter
1302 Kenilworth Rd.
Mount Royal, QC H3R 2R9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Neste
4437 Garden Club St
High point, NC 27265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mojca Kavar
Pod slemenom 9
Kri_e, ot 4294



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Askins
605 Dogwood Trace
Woodstock, GA 30188



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Denetelli
6768 Western Ave.
Omaha, NE 68132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Rusch
 
, NY 12061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Hallman
Your Street
St. Paul, MN 55110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Stinar
7808 Brookfield cove ave
Las vegas, NV 89131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Georgia Mattingly
Your Street
Longmont, CO 80504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Jordan
763 Taft Drive
14M
Arlington, TX 76011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Walton
4710 North Morrison Rd.
Morgantown, IN 46160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jenny bryl
Po box 332
linthicum, MD 21090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sean Byrne
 
Houston, TX 77005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Andrew
Your Street
Princeton, NJ 08540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
debbie meritsky
Your Street
hammondsport, NY 14840



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Farha
2215 E. Blake
Wichita, KS 67211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rolf Friis
Your Street
Louisville, KY 40218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Childers
Your Street
Clarkston, MI 48348



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours sincerely,
glenn martin. UK
 
Glenn Martin
Flat 42 MILLSUM HOUSE
Tantarra Street
Walsall West Midlands, ot WS12HW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Poage
804 Cleary
Metairie, LA 70001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stan Benton
5214 Savannah Bend
Von Ormy, TX 78073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Ingenito
2377 Laconia ct
Crofton, MD 21114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Guy Lauwers
Heidebloemlei 5
Schoten, ot 02900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica  Mitchell-Shihabi
8346 Clear Corrie Court
Antelope, CA 95843



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris MacKrell
4835 E Anaheim St
Long Beach, CA 90804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patti Weizel
80 Wild Currant Way
Port Angeles, WA 98362



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Dunn
467 Crattie
467 Crattie
Springville, TN 38256



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris Aubinger-Hebert
291 Joslin St.your street
Leominsteryour city, MA 01453



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Damian Velez
5908 Downing St.
Parlin, NJ 8859



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sandy carter
Your Street
corvallis, OR 97330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Mitchell
 
aurora, CO 80017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Mathes
1431 Alisa Ct
Rio Rico, AZ 85648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ron Mohler
6308 Albany St.
Huntington Park, CA 90255



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Martin
your street
Clementon, NJ 08021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Barski
Your Street
Your City, ot 13587



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christiane Henker
Martinstr. 20
Leipzig, ot 04318



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Voliva
323 E 2nd St, Apt 212
Port Angeles, WA 98362



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Macy
12550 Piping Rock
Houston, TX 77077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Paul
230 McGinnis Rd
Acme, PA 15610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Laurita
857 W Moore Rd
Oro Valley, AZ 85755



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jay Blackaby
your street
your city,  Nr135pb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Hamilton
Keyes Ave
Gt Yarmouth, ot 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lance Polya
46 Fields Ln
Jericho, VT 05465



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Eklund
Your Street
Calgary, AB T2Y3N5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronald Le
348 Bonita Ave
San Jose, CA 95116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
G Donabed
 
milton, MA 2186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irene Callahan
Beatrice Street
MSW Australia
Sydney, CA 2093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarra Jordan-Pinkston
your street
Owensboro, KY 42301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Stella
529 Elizabeth Street Unit 1
Key West, FL 33040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirley Nicholas
40 Ringstead Road
Heacham, ot Norfolk



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Kenyon
Thorncliffe drive
Darwen, ot BB3 3QA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dan Lara
Your Street
Chicago, IL 60645



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stefanie Yellis
 
Oakland, CA 94619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Marshall
 
Barnstable, MA 2630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
deborah beck
400 Decatur Ave
peekskill, NY 10566



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Walter Schmitt
10005 Gentian Drive
Machesney Park, IL 61115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mariana Burgos
13 A
Merida, OR 97000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Sitler
6 Pepperidge Ct
Patchogue, NY 11772



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lois Melegari
Your Street
Deerbrook, WI 54424



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelyn Palder
907 Merinel Lane
Rockport, TX 78382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gloria Picchetti
3920 N Clark
Chicago, IL 60613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Lyon
1213 belle vista dr.
Alexandria, VA 22307



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J Beverly
803 Shurts Street
Urbana, IL 61801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Okulewicz
26519 Cypresswood Drive
Spring, TX 77373



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Conlan
7 Calliandra Court
Andergrove
Mackay, ME 4740



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Skedd
 
Plymouth,  PL1 3JG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jaime Martin
58 Hickory Circle
Union, MO 63084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Thomas
Your Street
Las Vegas, NV 89134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Gilbert
89 Frances Drive
Manchester, CT 06040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
patti Mckinley
445 E Ohio St
Chicago, IL 60611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bronwynne Brent
504 Hancock Street
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone" — 200 meters and seaward — and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Glenn Eklund
4975 Jones Rd.
Oak Harbor, WA 98277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Galvin
307 St Clair ave
Spring Lake, NJ 07762



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maja Meier
Your Street
Kloten, ot 8302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Milster
198 Halpine Rd
Apt 1237
Rockville, MD 20852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christian Micholt
Struikenstraat 10
Koksijde, ot 8670



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Horwitz
1326 23rd Avenue
Street Address 2
San Francisco, CA 94122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Bourlotos
your street
Belleville, NJ 07109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt Weaver
Your Street
Genoa, OH 43430



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana David
64 Doe Trail
Nederland, CO 80466



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharyn Dreyer
Your Street
Denver, CO 80206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Wallace
6850 e golf links rd
131
Tucson, AZ 85730



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iris Block
 
Red Bank, NJ 07701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jesse Moore
15044 W. Bilbo Lane
Terlton, KS 67067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A'Lisa Paquet
your street 123
Waukesha, WI 53186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amanda Milster
198 Halpine Rd
Rockville, MD 20852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Wilson
P.O. Box 335
Myrtle Point, OR 97458



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Earl Frounfelter
your street
Santa Maria, CA 93454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ron Cober
Your Street
Ira, MI 48023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leigh Saunders
Fenwick street
Hastings, ot 4122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Fridtjofsen
Calle San Jose 2
Fuengirola, ot 29640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Lieffring
Your Street
La Quinta, CA 92253



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Bechner
3064 Patty Lane
Middleton, WI 53562



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Wible
4210 NE 130th Circle
Vancouver, WA 98686



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Puza
720 15th St
New Cumberland, PA 17070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
florence harty
Your Street
White Salmon, WA 98672



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rick Auman
29 N 28th St
Las Vegas, NV 89101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stuart Marshall
Lucan Road
London, ot en54ha



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frank Curtis
 
Troy, NY 12180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer  Fraissl
16315 Oak Canyon Drive
Morgan Hill, CA 95037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherrian Afrashteh
your street
SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91423



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Christensen
Degnevænget 3 B
Soenderborg, ot 6400



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicholette Ronga
912 Cole St
Boulder, CO 80304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Kelley
445 Idlebrook court
Galloway, OH 43119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Kollar
Your Street
Westlake, OH 44145



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Cypher
 
Rochester, MI 48307



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Wilson
your street
Lyman, SC 29365



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Kreil
your street
Saylorsburg, PA 18353



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sean Mitchell
1322 Empress Ave.
Saskatoon, SK S7K 3G1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regine Sander
Südring 38
Raesfeld, DE 46348



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Meyer
Your Street
Kenosha, WI 53142



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joy Strasser
Your Street
Davenport, IA 52806



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gordon James
4706 Aspen Court
Charlotte, NC 28210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Galatowitsch
14235 Forest Blvd N
Hugo, MN 55038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Baker
3342 Leonard Circle
Anchorage, AK 99507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Thornton
Your Street
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Fulco
1681 Hanover St
Yorktown Hts, NY 10598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy  Leigh
Your Street
winter park, CO 80482



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stacey Fulton
406 NW 2nd Street
Grimes, IA 50111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynne Glaeske
your street
Denver, CO 80237



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Johnston
19 Dickson St.
N. Kingstown, RI 02852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Wilson
P.O. Box 335
Myrtle Point, OR 97458



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sueli Aparecida Lorenzetti
Rua Uhland, 238
So Paulo, CT 3283000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Flinn
5526 SE 70th Ave
Portland, OR 97206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
john seeburger
Your Street
lakewood, WA 98498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erin Moffitt
4 Kelly Ct.
Annapolis, MD 21403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff McCollim
Your Street
Concord, OH 44077



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt Stedman
your street
Montauk, NY 11954



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Giulia Macchi
your street
varese,  21049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Galatowitsch
14235 Forest Blvd N
Hugo, MN 55038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Clark
 
, CA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Keefer
your street
Woodbridge, VA 22191



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bruce Blanchard
P.O. Box 36083
Des Moines, IA 50315



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clara Kisinyo-Locher
Rathausgasse 8
Ilanz, ot 7130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
barbara bates
your street
mundelein, IL 60060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patty Powell
545 Walnut Blvd.
545 Walnut Blvd.
Lewis Center, OH 43035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adele Hebel
Your Street
Weyher in der pfalz, ot 76835



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melanie Merritt
Your Streetoaklrigh rd nrth
London, ot N20



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Wils
Your Street
London,  W114jf



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fred Chuang
 
Los Angeles, CA 90039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gwenna Carlson
654 Chestnut Ave
Richland, WA 99352



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Dawson
Your Street
Port Hadlock, WA 98339



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Galatowitsch
14235 Forest Blvd N
Hugo, MN 55038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Comella
1900 J F Kennedy Blvd Apt 1624
Apt1524
Philadelphia, PA 19103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victoria Morgan
Parc Cwm Pant BAch
Merthyr , ot CF48 1TQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Champagne
302 Apremont Hwy
Holyoke, MA 1040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
xavier ghazi
 
,  2131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ilona Roberts
3 Bawden St
Tumbulgum, ot 2490



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline  Sévilla
4 allée Marc chagall
Champs-sur-marne , ot 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Kwlly
2605 Rogers Walks
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rex  Lisman
Your Street
Bluffton, AR 72827



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jotham Acuff
903 Cherry St. Apt.1
Blanchester, OH 45107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Incagnoli
Your Street
New York, NY 10019



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amabilia  Wanderley
Av. Pref. Dulcidio Cardoso 1300
Rio de Janeiro , ot 22620311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tawnya Shields
Your Street
Finleyville, PA 15332



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dominic Libby
63 Middleton Rd.
Milton, NH 03851



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Pagano
your street
Salem, MA 01970



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sandy zouzaneas
8 Maple St
dover, NH 3878



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelley Frazier
2501 Pickett Rd.
Durham, NC 27705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon S Bailey
1704 Baylor Drive
Richardson, TX 75081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Lord
Your Street
SANTA FE, NM 87592



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brooke Kane
6102 Franklin Park Road
McLean, VA 22101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Howard Krivelin
 
Riverdale, NY 10471



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Cusic
701 Poinsettia Ave.
Corona del Mar, CA 92625



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Bradley
Po box 2274
Box 2274
Brewster, MA 02631



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norma Crud
Tobias Moscoso
Rio de Janeiro, ot 20530-540



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Welch
Your Street
Indpls, IN 46205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Rippa
 
Brooklyn, NY 11223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy Eidt
4770 Butler Dr.
Troy, MI 48085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
erika brunson
your street
west hollywood, CA 90069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Megan Collins
674 Wildrose Way
Louisville, CO 80027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Quamme
3833 Anchor Drive
Madison, WI 53714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Williams
127 N Pecos St
Lockhart, TX 78644



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Ciucu
3 Rue Edouard Quenu
Paris, ot 75005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kimberly Lowe
Sycamore Mill Dr
Gahanna, OH 43230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connor Hansell
1780 e 5600 s
Salt Lake City, UT 84121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Please STOP screwing up our planet and environments...like the ocean floor and its
inhabitants...THANK YOU!
c. morgan
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Morgan
1101 Colorado Ave
glenwood Springs, CO 81601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Walter Erhorn
PO Box 1843
Spring Valley, CA 91979



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
LeslIe Goller
2247 Smullian Trail South
Jacksonville, FL 32217



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
erika brunson
your street
west hollywood, CA 90069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mehul Kamdar
11900 Shadow Creek Parkway
Apt 1732
Pearland, TX 77584



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Neil Denison
317 Pimlico Road
Pimlico 2478 NSW Australia, ot 99999



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bastiaan van Dalen
PO Box 72
Mylestom, ot 2454



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Diamantis
137 East Tce adelaide
Adelaide, ot 5000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Hansen
your street
Kew Gardens Hills, NY 11367



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Howard Krivelin
 
Riverdale, NY 10471



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Dailey
Your Street
Maineville, OH 45039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Clarke
2038 Jefferson st
Kansas City, MO 64108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Rutigliano
1746 E Groveleaf Ave
Palm Harbor, FL 34683



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maciej Sikorski
Samolotowa 9
Warsaw, ot 3996



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Divenere
849 S. Broadway
Suite 710
LA, CA 90014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
GRACE NEFF
800 28th Ave. S.E.
ALBANY, OR 97322



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Esther Garvett
10431 Sw 143 Ave
Miami, FL 33186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Kidd
Your Street
Your City, FL 33912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Hartleb
Your Street
Lake Helen, FL 32744



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Malnak
115 Highland Cross
Rutherford, NJ 07070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Paxton
240 Church Rd
Putnam Valley, NY 10579



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Colleen Wysser - Martin
Emil-Balmerweg 22
Laupen, GA 31770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alicia Sangineti
Lorenzini 574
Alejandro Korn, ot 1864



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Aurilio
 
Freehold, NJ 7728



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Roger
Your Street
Saint-Francois, ot 97118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Cramer
1010 Olde Towne Lane
Woodstock, GA 30189



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Hlat
11 Sand Street
11 SAND STREET
Buffalo, NY 14218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anders   jr
12932 N. Isle Point
FL, Hengsteler Dunnellon



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lidia Baltazar
Your Street
Sabugal, ot 6320



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judith Beltz
810 E Street
La Porte, IN 46350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Viertbauer
342 Skyline View Dr.
Front Royal, VA 22630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Johnston
5700 S. 110th St.
Your City, WI 53130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fearghal Mc Govern
Your Street
Your City, ot Mullingar



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Molly Brewer
6439 North 40th St
6439 north 40th st
Milwaukee, WI 53209
 
4143580223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Molly Brewer
6439 North 40th St
6439 north 40th st
Milwaukee, WI 53209
 
4143580223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Feder
 
E.Stroudsburg, PA 18302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Simone
 
West Nyack, NY 10994



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Maker
925 Malcolm Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arthur Sneiderman
15 Clearview Ave
#2
Worcester, MA 1605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine McCoy
Your Street
Murrieta, CA 92563



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalia Pleite
Rosas de Aravaca, 44
Madrid, ot 28023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George  Neste
Your Street
High Point, NC 27265
 
3368478741



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alison Kruk
Your Street
Baltimore, MD 21204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo Dolittle
Upper Llandwrog
Bangor, ot ll54 7pt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
P Turick
101 Main
adamsville, RI 02801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Kenner
31 Woodman St
Jamaica Plain, MA 2130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Dunaway
your street
Grants Pass, OR 97527



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vincent Patti
2924 E. 2nd Street,
Long Beach, CA 90803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita  Waters
406 Cannons Lane
Louisville, KY 40206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelly Sandoval
13110 Bear Mountain Rd
Redding, CA 96003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iris Lubitz
191 E El Camino Real
Mountain View, CA 94040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralph Bocchetti
11856 Terracina Lane
Fontana, CA 92337



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Koogler
91 Chestnut St. Apt 2B
Brookline, MA 02445



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Whyman
8452 Hosston Vivian Rd
Vivian, LA 71082



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Ahern
Mayfield Road
Chesterland, OH 44026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Herb Lowrance
1146 Eugene drive
Tom's river, NJ 08753



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Fitz-Gerald
1115 Ashland Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Pullano
your street
OAK FOREST, IL 60452



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Goldberg
Your Street
Glendale, CA 91202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Ferland
N. Laurel St.
Claremont, NH 3743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dan(iel) J. Metzger II
Your Street
New Ringgold , PA 17960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Michaelides
35 Hermosa Ave
Long Beach, CA 90802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan  Burt
152 Pinewood Dr
Trinity , TX 75862



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marisa Strange
3124 E. 1st Street
Long Beach, CA 90803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shirley Daley
24 Sheepcote close
Hounslow
London, ot TW5 9RRH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theodore Dickstein
 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95821



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J B
Aylestone Hill
Hereford, ot 12345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Wilson
7 Stonecliffe Terrace
Stonecliffe Terrace
Stalybridge, United Kingdom SK15 1BA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael F. Kolassa
201 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11238



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Clarke
913 Bayley court
Newmarket , ON L3x2l6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelyn Och
Your Street
Pgh, PA 15232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rajat Bhatt
18380 Astor ct apartment 201
--------
 Brookfield, WI 53045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Wiseman
2453 Griffith Park Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Brown
High ridge lane
Concord, NC 28027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Zavala
1252 E. 5th St.
Bethlehem, PA 18015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Clouspy
263 Silverwood Court
Athens, GA 30605



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine  Castan
12125 SW 109 CT
Miami , FL 33176



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Woodall
118 W. Hermine Blvd.
San Antonio, TX 78212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Ortiz
 
Broadlands, VA 20148



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Grigg
St Issey
St Issey
Wadebridge,  PL27 7RN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Atira Zeoli
13329 Query Mill Rd
North Potomac, MD 20878



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Reed
Your Street
Sheridan, IL 60551



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Miller
Your Street
Falkville, AL 35622



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Carr
Your Street
Cedaredge, CO 81413



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Merry
113 Southview Ave`
Charles City, IA 50616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Butler
 
New York, NY 10021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Tamayo
21354 Gosier Way
BOGOTA, FL 33428



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Walker
Forest Avenue
Walsall, ot WS3 1EX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susana Gaspar
your street
Sintra, ot 2710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mona Tausch
Rodlerg.
Wien, CA 90079



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vivian Schatz
6907 Sherman street
Philadelphia, PA 19119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Caruso Santamaria
Your Street
St Paul, MN 55106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leoncio Provoste
 
Los Angeles, CA 90048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Shea
Your Street
Port Richey, FL 34668



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dana Mardaga
6001 Shepherd Mountain Cove Apartment 129
Austin, TX 78730



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mary fanelli
your street42 street
nyc, NY 10017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Martinez
7530 Brompton
#746
Houston, TX 77025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Celeste VeZolles
2642 Collins Ave
Miami Beach, FL 33140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Smisek
1762 Oakdale AVe
West St Paul, MN 55118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jami Walkins
your street
Medford, OR 97501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Jagiello
91 Wood Pl
Bloomingdale, NJ 07403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Heineman
5447 S Elk Way
Aurora, CO 80016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amitav Dash
26 Hasler Crescent
Guelph, ON N1L 0A2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Kaufmann
Your Street
Baltimore , MD 21212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris oBrien
Your Street
Key West, FL 33040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Hargle
PO Box 698
Mineral Wells, TX 76068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Liebling
your street
California, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ms Aggie Monfette
Hillside
Royal Oak, MI 48073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Bruns
Your Street
Beecher, IL 60401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Kasprzycki
your street
Haiku, HI 96708



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rick Canning
548 S Randall Rd
Aurora, IL 60506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
andrea f.
Your Street
Beach Park, IL 60099



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
EDWARD   G. MRKVICKA
6322  Urban  Court
#1001
ARVADA, CO 80004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Haywood
Your Street
Portland, OR 97210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Westermeyer
1612 Larkin Street
High Point, NC 27262



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Fink
1806 Green St.,
Philadelphia, PA 19130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cy Neu
your street
Hubertus, WI 53033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shawn Rorke
5481 County Highway C
Spring Green, WI 53588



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brookie Judge
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Schwartz
Your Street
Your City, NJ 07076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Fraser
60 Springwood road
Barming
Maidstone,  Me16 9pr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Macyle Candela
173 lake Meade dr
East Berlin, PA 17316



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Lonewolf
115 Obsidian Road
Espanola, NM 87532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Shulman
6249 Romo Street
San Diego, CA 92115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janet Kerr
St Ninians
Bigton,  ZE2 9JA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Obeid
477 George McKinney Rd
Bakersville, NC 28705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Pettit
19 Allwood
Rochester, NY 14617



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lysette Favela
 
San antonio, TX 78247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
diana Peck
 
,  J6J 1E5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Jensen
 
Aromas, CA 95004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Hammermeister
16456 Shamhart
Granada Hills, CA 91344



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Banks
your street
Poulsbo, WA 98370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Avis Ogilvy
7933 Willow St
New Orleans, LA 70118



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Cannon
3951 Emerald Green St
SLC, UT 84120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Murdock
2770 W Devonshire Ave
Hemet, CA 92545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Olson
11641 Paddock Lane
Anchorage, AK 99516



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D. Palacio
44 Ellington Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Namita Dalal
2x
la, CA 94022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ryan Squire
Wavecrest close
Southampton, ot So40 4at



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stu Farnsworth
1646 Donald Ct
Eagan, MN 55121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raul Amaya
5466 Lockwood Dr
West Valley City, UT 84120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Ennis
Your Street
Albuquerque, NM 87106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elvira Ambrosino
via Turati 4/a-s
via Turati 4/a-s
genova, IN 16128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ginger Hill
PO Box 226
Lyman, SC 29365



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
According to a national Vegetarian Resource Group Poll conducted by Harris Interactive,
nearly 15 percent of Americans say they never eat fish or seafood.
 
The pacific sardine lives along the coasts of North America from Alaska to southern
California. Sardines, once a major part of the California fishing industry, are now
considered to be "commercially extinct." Another species classified as "commercially
extinct" is the New England haddock. Ecologists have also been concerned about the
significant reduction in finfish, the Atlantic bluefin tuna, Lake Erie cisco, and blackfins that
inhabit Lakes Huron and Michigan.
 
Over 200,000 porpoises are killed every year by fishermen seeking tuna in the Pacific. Sea
turtles are similarly killed in Caribbean shrimp operations.
 
 Half of all fresh water worldwide is used for thirsty livestock.  Producing eight ounces of
beef requires an unimaginable 25,000 liters of water, or the water necessary for one pound
of steak equals the water consumption of the average household for a year.
 
Factory farm pollution is the primary source of damage to coastal waters in North and
South America, Europe, and Asia.  Scientists report that over sixty percent of the coastal
waters in the United States are moderately to severely degraded from factory farm nutrient
pollution.  This pollution creates oxygen-depleted dead zones, which are huge areas of
ocean devoid of aquatic life.
 
The World Conservation Union lists over 1,000 different fish species that are threatened or
endangered. According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
estimate, over 60 percent of the world's fish species are either fully exploited or depleted.
Commercial fish populations of cod, hake, haddock, and flounder have fallen by as much
as 95 percent in the north Atlantic. 
 
It makes sense to eat lower on the food chain!
 
Nor can fish provide any help in alleviating global hunger. There are signs that the fishing
industry (which is quite energy-intensive) has already overfished the oceans in several
areas. And fish could never play a major role in the worlds diet anyway: the entire global
fish catch of the world, if divided among all the world's inhabitants would amount to only a
few ounces of fish per person per week.
 
In an online article appearing in the Guardian on 9/14/2010, entitled "Fish:  the forgotten
victims on our plate," Australian philosopher Peter Singer writes:
 
"Let's assume that all this fishing is sustainable, though of course it is not. It would then be
reassuring to believe that killing on such a vast scale does not matter, because fish do not
feel pain. But the nervous systems of fish are sufficiently similar to those of birds and
mammals to suggest that they do. When fish experience something that would cause other



animals physical pain, they behave in ways suggestive of pain, and the change in
behaviour may last several hours. (It is a myth that fish have short memories.) Fish learn
to avoid unpleasant experiences, like electric shocks. And painkillers reduce the symptoms
of pain that they would otherwise show.
 
"Victoria Braithwaite, a professor of fisheries and biology at Pennsylvania State University,
has probably spent more time investigating this issue than any other scientist. Her recent
book Do Fish Feel Pain? shows that fish are not only capable of feeling pain, but also are
a lot smarter than most people believe. Last year, a scientific panel to the European Union
concluded that the preponderance of the evidence indicates that fish do feel pain.
 
"Why are fish the forgotten victims on our plate? Is it because they are cold-blooded and
covered in scales? Is it because they cannot give voice to their pain? Whatever the
explanation, the evidence is now accumulating that commercial fishing inflicts an
unimaginable amount of pain and suffering. We need to learn...to find...alternatives to
eating them."
 
The American Dietetic Association reports that throughout history, the human race has
lived on "vegetarian or near vegetarian diets," and meat has traditionally been a luxury.
Studies show the healthiest human populations on the globe live almost entirely on plant
foods--useful data, given our skyrocketing healthcare costs. Nathan Pritikin, author of The
Pritikin Plan, recommended not more than three ounces of animal protein per day; three
ounces per week for his patients who had already suffered a heart attack.
 
In A Vegetarian Sourcebook (1983), author Keith Akers observes:
 
"Much has been made over the virtues of chicken and fish in comparison to red meats
such as beef and pork.  It has been said that eating chicken and fish will aid in the
prevention of heart disease, because these meats are relatively lower in fat and contain
more unsaturated than saturated fat, thus helping to lower cholesterol levels.
Unfortunately, these claims are not supported by the evidence. Studies in which human
volunteers switched from diets including beef and eggs, to one including fish and chicken
showed that serum cholesterol levels were not&nb sp;appreciably lowered by switching to
chicken and fish. 
 
"And an examination of the nutritional data suggests an explanation:  while it is true that
chicken and fish contain less fat than beef, it is also true that chicken and fish contain
about twice as much cholesterol per calorie as does beef.  Indeed, some seafoods (such
as crab, shrimp, and lobster) are exceptionally high in cholesterol content.
 
"All of these diverse theories have roughly the same dietary implications.  Meat is high in
cholesterol, saturated fat, and total fat. Plant foods, by contrast, are usually low in
saturated fat and total fat, and contain zero cholesterol.  Vegetarians have lower levels of
serum cholesterol than do meat-eaters, with total vegetarians (vegans) having the lowest
levels of all."
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such



protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vasu Murti
30 Villanova Lane
Oakland, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jamesm Nordlund
General Delivery
Post Office
Moorhead, MN 56560



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linc Conard
Eikenwal 418
Uden, CA 90210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Holliday
3583 W. Deer Crossing Ct.
Tucson, AZ 85745



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Tobey
3000 Hillsboro Pike
Nashville, TN 37215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ingrid Carlsson
Rüdersdorfer Str 41
Berlin,  10243



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer O'Leary
1251 Sanchez St
San Francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Sharlock
Your Street
Slippery Rock, PA 16057



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roman Hapek
557 Selsey Drive
Mississauga, ON L5A1B7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Gill
Squires Rd
Wootton, ot 2423



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barb DeLeone
Your Street
Tallmadge, OH 44278



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debby Davies
 
crawley, RH10 7HZ United Kin



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cary Graziano
 
, FL 32751



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Reece
Your Stree7411 Inwood Rd.
Dallas, TX 75209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
patricia canterbury
5525 s richmond
chicago, IL 60629



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Guthrie
944 Summitville Drive
Webster, NY 14580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Georgia Braithwaite
2145 Hogan Ln
Cottonwood, AZ 86326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
W Nordendahl
your street
your city, CA 94518



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mehdie Vakili
216 Franklin St
Waukegan, IL 60085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ursula Spannberger
Wolf Dietrichstraße 12
Salzburg,  5020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Gorn
852 Farmington Avenue
New Britain, CT 06053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonia Goldstein
321 W 24 St. 
Ny, NY 10011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonia Goldstein
321 W 24 St. 
Ny, NY 10011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Becki Wright
233 Ash Swamp Rd.
Newmarket, NH 03857



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie McLaughlin
Your Street
Montreal, QC H1Y 2Y5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Walters
180 N. State St.
Louisville, KY 40206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Smith
The Land
Stallington Gardens
Stoke on Trent, ND ST11 9QG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Woods
Your Street
Bismarck, ND 58501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Duncan Brown
your street
Tucson, AZ 85710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mogens Brandt
28, Hoffmannsvej
Brabrand, ot 8220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nazlee Ghannadi
Your Street
Valencia , CA 91354



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Courtney j Stefano
210 Pelham Rd
New rochelle, NY 10805



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Maloney
Your Street
Sunbury, OH 43074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Delaney
your street
your city,  0000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary OByrne
 
Port Jervis, NY 12771



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matthew Tarpley
P.O. Box 818
McDonough, GA 30253



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Temple
42-26 69th Street
Woodside, NY 11377



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ron Silver
114 Samoset Avenue
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronald Johnson
312 S. Coho Rd.
Post Falls, ID 83854



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nobuko Masahara
1986 east 7th Av
Vancouver, BC V5N1S4



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sara waters
pobox 158
4880 Slocum trail
Atkinson, NC 28421



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Amako
1416 NW 46th St
Seattle, WA 98107



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Stark
10192 Wembley Cir
Westminster, CA 92683



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisbeth Kallaes
 
Saltsj-Boo,  S-13236



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Mock
Your Street
Fremont, CA 94536



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Usrey
2304 kristen ln
cedar park, TX 78613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinne Le guillou
16 rue des parfaits
la chapelle sur loire, ot 37140



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor.
 
Safeguarding waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons
will provide the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the
areas that they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those
detailed in Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries
or gear types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use
of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s
effective implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Genasci
Your Street
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Williamson
 
Tucson, AZ 85712



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynore Reiseck
1 Century Lane
Miami Beach, FL 33139



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael O'Neill
 
victorville, CA 92395



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorian May
your street
Willits, CA 95490



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debora Rivera
your street
Louisville, KY 40219



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maggie A.
your street
Green Bay, WI 54301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Kirschling
633 Oak
Sf, CA 94117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Koeninger
your street
Ukiah, CA 95482



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nikole Black
7744 Asterella Ct
Springfield, VA 22152



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael E. Mizell
800 Edgewood
Denton, TX 76209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle  Collar
Your Street
North Attleboro , MA 02760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Angelone
20 Hillside Rd.
Portland, ME 04103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nathalie Quesnel
Your Street
Calais, ot 62100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edy G  Soto
Sayre St.
Sylmar , CA 91342



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trent Block
P.O. Box 5823
Incline Village, NV 89450



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lydia garvey
429 S 24th St
clinton, OK 73601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martha Gorak
144 Longfellow Dr
Millersville , MD 21108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johannes Forster
Drakestown Rd
Flanders, NJ 07836



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James H. Wade
Bem Jozsef utca 2/A
Dunabogdany, ot H-2023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Laing
your street
Stockton Springs, ME 04981



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angie Sieb
7947jennings Place
merrillville, IN 46410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jc Corcoran
Director
1712 Avenida Cristobal Colon
Santa Fe, NM 87501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip Mertz
Your Street
Oakland, CA 94618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Traver
1120 W Sturgeon Ln
Chillicothe, IL 61523



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steven Su
5 Hampton Court
Burr Ridge, IL 60527



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael White
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90059



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael White
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90059



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Florence Sullivan
4911 N Central Ave - 3
Chicago, IL 60630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Robinson
your street
Ridgecrest, CA 93555



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hugh  Lentz
612 Governor Stevens SE
Olympia, WA 98501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanna Garcia
1455 49th St.
Marion, IA 52302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Constance  George
295 Central Park West
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Mendel
Your Street
Columbus, OH 43214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
patricia winne
your street
forest city, NC 28043



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Morgan MacConaugha-Snyder
2450 Colony Loop
Anchorage, AK 99507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angie Sieb
7947jennings Place
merrillville, IN 46410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evi Pappa
your street
Athens,  15452



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amie Barber
7400 Fountain Avenue, Unit D
Building 4505-2, Suite 279T
West Hollywood, CA 90046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne Otis
Your Street
millbrook, NY 12545



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
fritzi redgrave
5600 S Country Club Rd
209
tucson, AZ 85706



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Madeline Matlock
959 Sweetwater Rd.
Quitman, LA 71268



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Breeden
19 Willowbrook Lane
Sullivan, ME 4664



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Me Bailey
1303 Cordova Ave
Fort Myers, FL 33901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anthony Margraf
Your Street
Medford, NY 11763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Else
9702 Veterans Dr SW
Lakewood, WA 98498



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joel Malkerson
 
Venice, FL 34285



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terri Henry
30817 Cnty. 2 Blvd.
30817 Cnty. 2 Blvd.
Red Wing, MN 55066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hannah Gardner
3607 227th St SW
Brier, WA 98036



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lauren jusek
Your Street
garrettsville, OH 44231



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Fuller
20202 Black Rd.
Los Gatos, CA 95033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Keneally
 
Easton, CT 6612



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Hughes
Your Street
Dallas, TX 75228



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
barbara jannicelli
6305 Alderwood St.
spring hill, FL 34606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelcia Wheeler
184 Purrier Farm RD
Montgomery Center, VT 5471



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kat Raisky
40 Newport Parkway
#901
Jersey City, NJ 7310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christina FÃ¤rnstrÃ¶m
Jäder 44
FolkÃ¤rna, ot 77595



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Murphy
334 Maddock Ave
Hamilton, NJ 08610



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniela Nyvltova
2900 Cote-de-Liesse, Apt. 305
Montreal, QC H4N 2P2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elvon Douglas
131 bellway rd
Sequim, WA 98382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy Kellman
your street
Sharpsburg , GA 30277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
luiz facincane
Teresa Cristina 605
ribeiro preto, MS 14085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacob Meyer
908 Sun Tillikum
N. Bonneville, WA 98639



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tricia Hamilton
Your Street
Shirley, NY 11967



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Douglas Shumate
213 Wesleyan Court
Warner Robins, GA 31093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Longyear
2765 Hyatt Street
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eve Crocker
PO Box 873
Northdowns
London, ot SE9 2PS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Willingham
11 Rowland Way
Aylesbury, ot HP19 7SN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathy Walker
Your Street
Lehigh , FL 33936



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lyssa Mercier
24017 SE 111th St
Issaquah , WA 98027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lenore Dowling
 
Los Angele, CA 90039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mircea Crisan
Aleea Baita no.1 apt.24
Cluj-Napoca, ot 400427



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joshua McGill
7230 Pheasant Cove
7230 Pheasant Cove
Oklahoma City, OK 73162



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
anthony gilchriest
215 W New St
Shepherdstown, WV 25443



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracy Liberty
Pob 634
 Cornish, ME 04020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Fitzgerald
Your Street
Bridgewater, NJ 08807



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jackie chapman
117
new bedford road
luton,  lu3 1le



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
nat wenger
9297 burton way
beverly hills, CA 90210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pete DeLorenzo
131 Monroe Street 1st Floor
1st Floor
Garfield, NJ 07026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Lafferty
Your Street
Boise, ID 83713



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Pippin
your street
Peoria, AZ 85381



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mitzi DuBois
4982 Creekside Lane
Milton, FL 32570



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Fite
Your Street
St Joseph, MO 64506



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Dougherty
1000 Bayhills Dr
None
San Rafael, CA 94903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brandie Deal
301 225th St SW
Bothell, WA 98021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
craig conn
Your Street
pgh, PA 15212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doug Vigil
Your Street
Denver, CO 80216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maryann Piccione
Your Street
Holiday, FL 34690



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
char laughon
your street
montara, CA 94037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Russell Ziegler
Your Street
Downers Grove, IL 60516



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gudrun Dennis
5912 NW 26th Street
Gainesville, FL 32653



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isobel Depre
85 Yangoora Road
Lakemba
Lakemba Sydney , ot 2195



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Desrochers
615 Lydia Ave
Woonsocket, RI 02895



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rita Burns
 
Pendleton, OR 97801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lolli Trager
67 Ethel Ave
Mill Valley, CA 94941



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Byrne
 
Spotswood,  3015



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Beetem
915 E Harrison St Apt 110
Seattle, WA 98102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lea Kaplan
Your Street
bordeaux, ot 33000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frank Adamick
21-24 23rd Avenue
Astoria, NY 11105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel  Greenblatt
Your Street
South Salem , NY 10590



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jo. Unrau
25 Maki Road
Nanaimo, BC V9R 6N3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jackie Tryggeseth
Your Street
Grand Marsh, WI 53936



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susann Klose
Klewergarten 4
Hannover, ot 30449



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorraine Smith
your street
Southampton, ot SO15 1GS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Clare
983 Alahaki Street
Kailua, HI 96734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frédéric Pulcini
25 Avenue De Paris
Frontignan , ot 34110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Werner
Your Street
Waitsfield, VT 05673



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liselotte Messner
Weissgerberlande 26
Vienna, ot A-1030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Fuentes
 
playa del carmen , TX 77710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Rishel
 
, MD 21782



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paulo Monteiro
Your Street
Ribeira Grande, ot 9600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Hamilton
9087 Tioughanack Rd.
Canastota, NY 13032
 
315-697-3909



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renee Madera
13751 Stirling Rd.
S.W. Ranches
S-W. Ranches, FL 33330



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erik Husoe
33642 Valle Rd
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clare Kennedy
Your Street
Templeton, CA 93465



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan P. P. Vessicchio
Retired
66 Pope St.
New Haven, CT 06512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jaume Agullo
your street
Cocentaina, NH 3820



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clairann Venable
19539 Stagg St
Reseda, CA 91335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johanna Browne
329 Moody Cove Rd.
Weaverville, NC 94965



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adriana La Mattina
Solis 1461
Argentina, ot 1134



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Kolak
No thanks
Lake Ann, MI 49650



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fabienne Dye
2343 Ashford Lane
Waldorf, MD 20603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacquie Schmall
14131 Old El Camino Real
#14
San Diego, CA 92130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Wolfe
160 Claremont Ave
New York, NY 10027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Clear
3 Tudor Court, Park Street
Dunstable , ot LU6 1NJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fabienne Warrington
Et
London, ot W4 5UR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice VanKoevering
514 Seminole Road
Tecumseh, MI 49286



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Louise McGannon
600 E. 54th Street
Mitchell, SD 57301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
HOWEVER
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joyce Angleberger
P.O. Box 873
Funkstown, MD 21734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gudrun Dennis
5912 NW 26th Street
Gainesville, FL 32653



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Hobbs
3921 Promontory Dt
Boulder, CO 80304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
renee barnett
your street
portland, OR 97206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lolli Trager
67 Ethel Ave
Mill Valley, CA 94941



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Billy Tobin
802 Henry Lawson Drive
Picnic Point
Sydney Australia, ot 2213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pandora Edmonston
4279 Grist road
Mariposa, CA 95338



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen O'Connor
3565A S Stafford St
#A
Arlington, VA 22206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sammarye Lewis
Po Bx 26331
San jose, CA 95159



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob Seltzer
18408 Clifftop Way
Malibu, CA 90265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Stewart
2 Eton Cove
Newport News, VA 23608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Milton
165 Pinehurst Avenue 2C
New York, NY 10033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Bugbee
21196 North Ave.
Battle Creek, MI 49017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Nowlin
N 49th
Scottsdale, AZ 85254



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Randy Thomas
304 Dover Dr.
Richardson, TX 75080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Wilkinson
2877 S Highland Mesa Rd
Flagstaff, AZ 86001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Miszlay
your street
Las Vegas, NV 89141



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Nazzaro
10020 Calava Court
Union, KY 41091



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Brown
Carder St
Your City, BC v6g2j1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Billy Tobin
802 Henry Lawson Drive
Picnic Point
Sydney Australia, ot 2213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Raymond
8615 Fluttering Leaf Trail
Unit 208
Odenton, MD 21113



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Ruff
Your Street
Turner, OR 97392



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jay  Lambrix
your street
Brockport, NY 14420



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Woodward
3303 Linden Rd.
Apt. 304
Rocky River, OH 44116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lora Kling
 
newnan, GA 30265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Philip J. Hyun
25 Bennington Drive
Edison, NJ 08820



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Pinkerton
800 Kimberton Road
Apartment J3
Phoenixville, PA 19460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sue swiss
6 Skidmore Trail
hopatcong, NJ 07843



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brant Kotch
12302 Cobblestone
Houston, TX 77024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Coscione
 
Cohoes, NY 12047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Lovell
Your Street
Elmwood Park, IL 60707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nichole Diamond
Hennion dr
Parsippany, NJ 07054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joe swierkosz
633 N Maple Ave
palatine, IL 60067



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Barber
1896 Bell Road
Otto, NC 28763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bryna Schreier
your street
Burbank, CA 91504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Edward Gowens
606 3rd Ave Apt 424
San Diego, CA 92101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dwight Barry
your street
Antioch, CA 94509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patrick Conn
your street
Kent, WA 98031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evi Pappa
your street
Athens,  15452



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie DeBoer
Your Street
Richmond, VA 23229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth McRae
60 Scrubby Creek Road
Whittlesea, ot 3757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy El Masri
6016 Post Oak Green Lane
None
Houston, TX 77055



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Criz Lazz Cortz
Your Street
sÃ£o paulo, CA 95000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Beran
Your Street
Olomouc, ot 77900



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
 I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth contour to
the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons as off-
limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-water trawl
gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding waters from this
"broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide the highest
conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that they most
rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment
16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would
undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new technologies,
such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective implementation on
the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. PLEASE
PASS AND IMPLEMENT THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE MANAGEMENT MEASURES IN
AMENDMENT 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Margaret Gruna
4952 S. 81 Street
Greenfield, WI 53220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Geralyn LLoyd
20282 Clear River Lane
Yorba Linda, CA 92886



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
rachelle henderson
2626 elizondo ave
simi valley, CA 93065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nick White
1 Skylark Spinney
Barnstaple, ot ex31 3xr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Hayden
3102 Crest Veil
Corpus Christi, TX 78415



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Meddings
1 Carnarvon Court
Derbyshire, ot DE15 0UA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Babs Marchand
5217 Berkeley Dr
5217 Berkeley Dr
Naples, FL 34112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amber Haseltine
2738 n wilton avenue
unit b
Chicago, IL 60614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Dugaw
Your Street
Costa Mesa, CA 92627



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Clyne
 
Mapua,  7005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlene Collins
665 Hunter Street
Kincardine , ON N2Z1S2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Phipps
2760 Atkinson Street
Regina, SK S4N3Y3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vincent Longo
14 Cable Lane
Hicksville, NY 11801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Molly Cavanaugh
 
Galena, IL 15904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Lyles
Your Street
Flint, MI 48507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sabine Anders
 
Hamburg, Deutschland 22085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan D'Souza
870 Otaki Gorge Road
RD 2 Otaki
New Zealand, ot 5582



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Francois Pineau
5, rue Aurelien-Attre
Mana, OR 10520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harold Johnson
667 NE 9th St.
Bend, OR 97701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Iris Chynoweth
4954 Ponderosa Way
Midpines, CA 95345



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raymond Ings
4537 Lone Grove Lane
Plano, TX 75093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Barlow
10402 Blossom Lake Drive
Seminole, FL 33772



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brian Seppala
your street
Weymouth, MA 2189



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicky Tindall
Your Street
Caseyville, IL 62232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cecil Nagy
your street
Esterhazy, SK s0A0x0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauren Stone
39 Highland Ave
39 HIGHLAND AVE #4
Northfield, MA 01360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pauline Faiers
14 Willis Street
Torbay
Auckland, MA 02138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
stacie jones
Your Street
saint thomas, PA 17252



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
andy  tomsky
Your Street
san marcos, CA 92079



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sian Rogers
Yew Tree Cottage
Middletown
Welshpool, ot SY21 8ES



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roberta Bishop
your street
Aurora, CO 80011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isabelle Van Herwerden
J.c van oostzanenlaan 16
Heemstede, ot 2102ax



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Black
Coliery Road, Rhosddu
Wrexham, ot LL112BJ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Megan Sutton
 
Peoria, AZ 85383



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemary Sabat
your street2988 Amy Dr.
South Park, PA 15129



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Gentile
2755 NE 28th Ave D-2
1309+ one half D St
Lighthouse Point, FL 33064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liza Zandonella
Your Street
Southbury, CT 6488



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jinger Pulkrabek
 
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55076



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Connie Colvin
32-21 87th Street
Jackson Heights, NY 11369



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Chiodi
Galleria del Commercio 29
Macerata, ot 62100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan McCreary
Pob 3042
Silver City, NM 88062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
K Krupinski
6124 Buena Vista Terrace
LA, CA 90042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Todd Atkins
Your Street
n attleboro, MA 2760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Simone  cividini
Viale Locatelli 93
dalmine, ot 24044



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Snow
your street
Oregon City, OR 97045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
F. Stander
000
Sedona, AZ 86336



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shawn Lockwood
Your Street
Smithfield, UT 84335



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Hester
3301 Forest Ridge DR
Albany, GA 31721



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennica Date
514 University Ave NE
Apt 2
Minneapolis, MN 55413



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Pravda
444 12
Apt. 5B
Brooklyn, NY 11215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Calugareanu
Ramurei 9
Ploiesti, ot 100170



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kathy dottery
201 calder street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darrell Noel
17 Wwest 125th Street
New York, NY 10027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kathy dottery
201 calder street
Harrisburg, PA 17102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Riblett
11260 Overland Ave
Culver City, CA 90230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Ashton
Moorway
Poulton, ot fy6 7ex



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tim Barrington
1487 W San Carlos St
San Jose, CA 95126



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joli Scheidler-Benns
12 Shannon Ct.
Whitby, ON L1N6B6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stewart Rosenkrantz
Your Street
Pompano Beach, FL 33062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Riblett
11260 Overland Ave
Culver City, CA 90230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Meehan
1134 Roxbury Dr
LA, CA 90035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Pappas
Box 133
Pocono Manor, PA 18349



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Swanson
Your Street
Tiburon, CA 94920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin Steeves
306 Commodore Ddr.
Richmond, CA 94804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Doucet
18 Jefferson Pkwy,
# E
Newnan, GA 30263



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice  Olteanu
29 Gardeners Place
Sincerely,Alice Olteanu
Canterbury, ot Ct47tr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Albert Ahronheim
Your Street
New York, NY 10075



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.  WE
URGE YOU MOST STRONGLY TO FULLY PROTECT THESE DEEP SEA CANYONS
FROM THE BRUTALLY DESTRUCTIVE PRACTICE OF BOTTOM TRAWL FISHING.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Robinson
Wood Lane
Whitchurch, ot SY13  2NN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lilly Knuth
your street
Garden City, NY 11530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Brown
your street8011 Clearview Dr.i
Newburgh, IN 47630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jade Hudon
50 chemin des Plateaux
Anse-Saint-Jean, QC G0V 1J0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tammy Weatherly
975 Wilson Sharpsville
Cortland , OH 44410



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lucius Dionysus
11 downs way
Milford, CT 06460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Chauvin
11811 n 19 av.  #17your street
phoenix, AZ 85029



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
julie sasaoka
Your Street
concord, CA 94518



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Val Brumby
Your Street
san antonio, TX 78229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Ferrante
441 Plainville Ave.
Unionville, CT 06085



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cindy Borske
Your Street
Mason City, IA 50401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverley Cattrall
C/- Yarrambat
3091
Melbourne, ot Australia



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Schwarz
1053 3rd Street SE
Cheverly, MD 20785



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Bonnett
Your Street
Altadena, CA 91001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Reynolds
your street
Voorheesville, NY 12186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theresa Gratis
your street
Buzzards Bay, MA 2532
 
5087594780



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jay Lesser
67 Hastings Ave
Rutherford, NJ 7070



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
This is William Wittenauer and, I approve this message.
 
William Wittenauer
Your Street
Youngstown, OH 44512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D L
your street
See zip, CT 06382



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephen Silver
41 Bridge View
Shefford,  SG17 FT



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Castle
65, cannon leys,
Chelmsford,  cm2 8pb



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Meadows
Your Street
tallahassee , FL 32304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Guoda Grazulyte
 
,  052016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fernando Robles
216 east main
Union City, OH 45390



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne DeVore
796 Fairhope Rd
none
Fairhope, PA 15538



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cornelia Bayley
1093 W Circulo del Sur
Green Valley, AZ 85614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Steinberg
 
Lowell, MA 01854



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harriet Adams
1838 Labona
Eugene, OR 97404



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Stewart
 
aberdeen,  ab124ly



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Wooll
115 Blossom Cir Unit 2k
San Mateo, CA 94403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charlotte Lundemo
597 Warrior Trail
Jackson, MS 39216



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mel O'Neill
1a Dunedin Terrace
Clydebank,  g81 1ne



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Regina Case
4127 Soule Street
USA
Eureka, CA 95503



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Chatel
Your Streetbaudelaire
Voisins le bretonneux , ot 78960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Shafer
6121 Markleham Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Looney
Your Street50790 Sw Old Portland Rd
Scappoose, OR 97056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Johansen
2741 harcourt ave
los angeles, CA 90016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anita Garrison
8705 288th Street
Branford, FL 32008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dc katten
Your Street
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeffrey Statts
 
Utica, KY 42376



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
theresa Sullivan
Your Street
Poulsbo, WA 98370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paige Harrison
215 West 90 Street
#3A
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryn G
PO Box 2306
Berkeley, CA 94702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lexie Cataldo
1563 Longridge Ct.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Belcher
2926 Harriet Rd
Victoria, BC v9a1t3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie De Silveira
2213 Portside Ct
Vancouver, BC V5P 4T9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
joe butkovich
Your Stree
Joliet, IL 60432



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Didier Majeur
Pont-de-Ville 26
Chêne-Bougeries, ot 1224



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hannah King
1442 Tracewood
Jackson, MS 39211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Oberlin
6513 S Waco Ave
Tulsa, OK 74132



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Kump
19 Tego Lake Rd
East Stroudsburg, PA 18302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Skelly
Elgin Ave
Evanston, ot 5116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya Patton
240 Valley View Ct
Monticello, FL 32344



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Franks
Your Street
Northglenn, CO 80233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joyce Gruber
137 Troy
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Laws
Your Street
Wheeling, IL 60090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Prostko
PO Box 54
Caledonia , MI 49316



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
H.j.e. Tonkes
your street
Xxxxxxxxxx, ot 7926 tp



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Pace
University of Malta
Msida, ot MSD 2080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kara Rea
41 Samoset Rd
Woburn, MA 01801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mario Guerrero
8338 SW 46th Road
Gainesville, FL 32608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Scott
 
Jacksonville, FL 32244



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S Kelly
 
bideford,  ex39 2aa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Mays
509-A Utley Drive
Unit A
Goodlettsville, TN 37072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alicia Mishinski
5732 Cricket Lane
Harrisburg, PA 17112



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Selma Cooper
Your Street
Houston, TX 77042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Donaldsonll
312 N 4th Street
Clarksburg, WV 26301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Goodman
117 Warren Ave.
East Providence, RI 02914



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paola Melotti
 
Roma,  137



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
turner LaCas
Your Street
Parsippany, NJ 7054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathryn Christian
 
Grand Junction, CO 81501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Walter
Your Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maren Kentfield
10210 E Svd.peedway Bl
Tucson, AZ 85748



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Osinga
40 Tampa Dr
San Rafael, CA 94901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arlene Butters
9 Ryder St
Arlington, MA 02476



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carrie Staton
your street
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Pearce
13 Westfield Close
Uphill
Weston super Mare, ot bs23 4xq



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Webber
PO Box 12924
Seattle, WA 98111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Mandano
146 Sparkill Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay McPherson
 
Missoula, MT 59803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lexie Cataldo
1563 Longridge Ct.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebecca Rabinowitz
353 Huntington Dr.
Delran, NJ 08075



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna-Leigh Gledhill
Waihi Road
Tauranga, ot 3110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Vaughton
 
Adelaide,  5069



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andreas Rossing Angeltveit
 
Porsgrunn, 0 3915



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Craig Fulton
406 NW 2nd Street
Grimes, IA 50111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill  Badyrka
Your Street
Stratford, CT 6614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Gelfand
478 byrlee dr
Pittsburgh, PA 15237



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maureen Jaeche
4
Pheasant Place
Legana,  TAS., ot 7277



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
monnie levin
Your Street
gulfport, FL 33707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Stewart
307 Whippoorwill Glen
Escondido, CA 92026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Daboub
9023 Woodhurst Drive
Dallas, TX 75243



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathy-Lee  Pigeon
26 Caronia Square
Toronto, ON M1B2Z8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cally Smith
 
Huntly,  AB54 4RD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Raphael
392 webster ave
jersey city, NJ 07307



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cally Smith
 
Huntly,  AB54 4RD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Reed
16635 Alviso Ct
Lake Elsinore, CA 92530



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Thompson
1607 n Chestnut
Colorado Springs, CO 80907



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Kelly
 
Middletown, NY 10940



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Walker
your street
Chenango Forks, NY 13746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andre West
Your Street
Bronx, NY 10467



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
monnie levin
Your Street
gulfport, FL 33707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Davis
155 LIGHTHOUSE WAY
Vacaville, CA 95688



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jeffrey plotnik
465 N Palm Ave Apt 302
Hemet, CA 92543



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gordon Wirth
10920 Cedar
Sidney, BC V8L5R1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Ghiggia
Your Street
Fairview, OR 97024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barrie Finger
 
, CO 80211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irmgard Gutersohn
Salem Drive
ElPaso, TX 71679



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mikasa Moss
300 north ridge ln
Temple, GA 30179



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Sampson
4099 Sankin
Appling, GA 30802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Suzanne  Bores
Your Street
Trumbull , CT 6611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monique Mozziconacci
Avenue Des Pins
Rognac, NY 13340



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas R. Speer
522 North 80th Street
Chief Seattle City, WA 98103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
Irene Stewart
Po Box 552
Savona, BC V0K 2J0
Canada
 
 
Irene Stewart
Po Box 552
Savona, BC V0K 2J0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Johnson
Our Street
Rockford, IL 61103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jason Crawford
3224 Randy Rd
Lancaster, PA 17601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna DeBroux
1730 Acorn Court
Menasha, WI 54952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Bligh
Gilbert Way
Cotati, CA 94931



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Boone
1470 Andrews Street
San Luis Obispo, CA CA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration and positive action regarding this critically important
issue..
 
Jamaka Petzak
1222 Graynold Ave.
Glendale, CA 91202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marilyn Mullane
33 Lloyd Street
Winchester, MA 01890



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
We are encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, we urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter
depth contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined
canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include
mid-water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
We urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
WE AWAIT YOUR REPLY!!
 
Frank and Janet Loudin
P. O. Box 1017
Eastsound, WA 98245



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Bryant
632 W Elias St
Meridian, ID 83642



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Britta Gehler
Niederstr.63
Niederstr.63-67
Krefeld, DE 47829



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Waltraud Bolton
1572 loring ct
Severn, MD 21144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Penny Hammack
7101  Meadow Park N
#350
North Richland Hills, TX 76180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
J Miedzwiecki
 
montauk, NY 11954



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Armstrong
247 sparrow dr
hercules, CA 94547



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maya Dellavara
15-25 Main St
New York, NY 10007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sonia Liskoski
Your Street
Kennedy Twp., PA 15108



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Lee
6857 W. Juana Dr.
Peoria, AZ 85383



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Danielle Graham
18270 Matthews St
Riverview, MI 48193



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mar_a del Pilar Barranco
Calle Hortaleza
Madrid, WY 28004



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Turiano
your street
West Palm Beach, FL 33406



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rhian Parker
19 Kenn Road
Clevedon, ot BS216EP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen  Seeherman
Your Street208 Carlyle Lake Dr
St. Louis , MO 63141



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Reme Aleck
po box 2651
des Plaines, IL 60017



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Russ Cross
P O B 309
411 N. Washington St.
Ladoga, IN 47954



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Armstrong
247 sparrow dr
hercules, CA 94547



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Walter Wiszowaty
Your Street
San Diego, CA 92115



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Pechan
your street
Greensburg, PA 15601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenniffer Castro
 
Miami, FL your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frans Kat
9 Hastings st.
Glenelg South, ot 5045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jim Conroy
3048 Louise Rita Ct
Youngstown, OH 44511



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela  Stewart
73 Leatherhead Road
Chessington, ot KT9 2HP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kari  Suomalainen
Mannerheimintie
Helsinki, ot 100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalia Barriola
65 Fern Drive
hawley, PA 18428



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Stevens
turnbull ave
port charlotte, FL 33954



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Gumina
2646 Buckingham Ave.
Birmingham, MI 48009



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Ohlendorf
22205 Deer Pointe Crossing
Bradenton, FL 34202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bob Walters
401 E. 74 St.
NYC, NY 10021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julyan Cassidy
Charlotte street
Collingwood,  3066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eleanor Eltoft
Country Lane
Creedmoor, NC 27522



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pamela guyon
122 glenbrook rd.
rochester, NY 14616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Frank Pilholski
1 Nixon Rd
Framingham, MA 01701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lena Fribing
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
karen stickney
27 Baril Street
lewiston, ME 4240
 
2077542157



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria  Nowicki
2324-14th Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raymond Gibson
2439 Hayes St.
Hollywood, FL 33020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Cardenas
calle 166 8D 44
Bogota, ot 11001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Galante
5209 Red Wing Court
Fuquay Varina, NC 27526



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
vera sadkovsky
your street
modesto, CA 95354



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Ohlendorf
22205 Deer Pointe Crossing
Bradenton, FL 34202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Silvia Mantero
via Verità
Milano,  20100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dick Nietfeld
229 East Ashton
Grand Island
Grand Island, NE 68801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julia K Stevenson
2955 Albemarle St NW
Washington, DC 20008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Brickey
4 Everridge Square SW
Calgary , AB T2Y 5J8



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
TANIA CARDOSO
crescent street
BROCKTON, MA 02302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nina Diamante
321 S. San Vicente Blvd.
Apt 7E
Los Angeles, CA 90048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
dorothy bothwell
 
,  ab106dd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carrie Swank
69 Michigan Drive
Sinking Spring, PA 19608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Harold Banks
6441 Barberry Dr
Apt 258
Paducah, KY 42001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ed Fiedler
12325 Limerick Ave
Austin, TX 78758



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexander Yeung
357 W Trenton Ave
Clovis, CA 93619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Kawszan
19206 Holly Shade Ct.
Spring, TX 77379



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alfred Staab
3253 N Forest Lakes
Wichita, KS 67205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maureen Mannion
your street
your city, CA 95403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trisha Sain
625 Blake Moore Dr
La Vergne, TN 37086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Presson
1560 Sacramento St. #C
San Francisco, CA 94109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Torrisi
Your Street
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Kehoe
Your Street
Denver, CO 80202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan Beer
6781 121st Ave., Unit E
Largo, FL 33773



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kelley Lehr
909 East Edgeware Road
Los Angeles, CA 90026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
F Ditlow
r
Edgewater, NJ 07020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Frank
2704 Shed Road
Bosseir City, LA 71111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evette Garcia
your street
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexander Yeung
357 W Trenton Ave
Clovis, CA 93619



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Trigg Wright III
19206 Holly Shade Ct.
Klein, TX 77379



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Kowalke
 
eugene, OR 97405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Luck
3204 NE 27th
Portland, OR 97212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dina Frigo
2911 N Western
Chicago, IL 60618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Adler
your street
Toledo, OH 43623



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ken Klemke
Your Street
Oregon city, OR 97045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pernille Munch
Søborg Parkalle 24
Sborg, ot 2860



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gregory  Louderback
Gallia street
Sciotoville, OH 45662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rochelle Abrams
92 Arch Bridge Road
Bethlehem, CT 06751



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Parcells
4706 Woodland Rd
Ellicott City, MD 21042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eileen Deutsch
Your Street
Port Towsnend, WA 98368



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sue Aitchison-Windeler
36 Mt Pleasant Rd Mt Eden
Auckland Nz, ot 1024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barry Sternlieb
State Road
State Road
Richmond, MA 01254



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barry LeBeau
84 Marshall Street
Apt#1A
Providence, RI 02909



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Garratt
10270 Noble
Indianapolis, IN 46234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doris Matte
Av. Nemoto, 225
Porto Alegre, ot 90000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan  DeMarree
370 Porpoise Rd
Venice, FL 34293



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonni Thompson
226 TR Christian Road
New Hope, AL 35760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
roy higgins
Your Street
villa rica, GA 30180



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bambi Liggett
Neptune Terrace
Your City, OR 97007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Charles Alexander
Your Street
Rialto, CA 92376



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joseph Werzinski
208 Deerfield Court
New Hope, PA 18938



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elliot McIvor
Your Street
Your City, ot Bn11 4pa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Kipling
44 Belmont Street
Abington, MA 02351



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin  Jeffers
8682 Grayson Park Dr
Wilmington, NC 28411



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
theresa morris
 12108 browning ct.
richmond, VA 23233



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
john watson
13 Pitsford close
Minehead road
hull, United Kingdom Hu7 4ht



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Mildenhall
1446 Kangaroo Valley Road
Kangaroo Valley, ot 2577



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan  DeMarree
370 Porpoise Rd
Venice, FL 34293



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Milton Cruz
5663 Fountain Ave. #2
Los Angeles, CA 90028



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Wenzel
2063 Meadowbrook Rd.
Prescott, AZ 86303



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joni Kooken
Your Street
Auburn, CA 95603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
L Segal
Your Street
Suffern , NY 10901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
L Segal
Your Street
Suffern , NY 10901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
L Segal
Your Street
Suffern , NY 10901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Tran
your street
Hartley, IA 51346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heather Pearson
6510 E Barwick Dr
Cave Creek, AZ 85331



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Shrader
9800 Cedar Lk
Pinckney, MI 48169



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dale Mattes
1964 Coronado
Pasadena, CA 91105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Karlsen
P.O. Box 1283
Poulsbo, WA 98370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anni Westergaard Nielsen
skovvej 15 A
Hornbaek, ot 3100



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Liz Dyer
Princes Way
Drouin, ot 3816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Marie Ross
 
Fall River, MA 2720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hector R. Amaro
4715 60th Ave. NE
Salem, OR 97305



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bobbiejo Winfrey
6101 Green Manor Dr.
Louisville, KY 40219



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Morrow
your street
Mattawan, MI 49071



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nuno Baptista
Rua 5 De Outubro 38
Albufeira, ot 8200-109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Marie Lebas
Your Street
San Rafael, CA 94903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beatriz Agostini
Your Street
Buenos Aires,  1202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adrian Garcia
3463 Percival Ave
Miami, FL 33133



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Grady Parrott
Your Street
Jackson, MS 39211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gill Fahrenwald
Your Street
Olympia, WA 98507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Greene
283 Carpenter Lane
North Huntingdon,, PA 15642



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Greene
283 Carpenter Lane
North Huntingdon,, PA 15642



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Mount
3342 Lee Road 56
Auburn, AL 36832



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lindsay cooper
 
,  mk429fz



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chuck Chitwood
PO Box 17128
Boulder, CO 80308



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Bond
Your Street
San Diego, CA 92131



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shannon Taylor
your street
bartonville, IL 61607



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beatrice Torelli
 
Sassuolo, KY 41049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Zaninovich
1670 Manning Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rob  Soxsmith
Morrison Street
Canberra, ot 2600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Rodriguez
2440 Hunter Ave
APT 10A
Bronx, NY 10475



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dagmar Meyer Steiger
14 Hagen Close
Trinity Beach, IL 4879



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gina Sanfilippo
3690 21st St
San Francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erma Lewis
your street
Brooklyn, NY 11204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jp Thomson
Your Street
Cheste Sprgs, PA 19425



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Breen
 
, KS 66219



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Spradlin
307 Wilson Dr. SW
Jacksonville, AL 36265



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Bramadat
ch.Vallerand
Audet (Lac-Megantic), QC G0Y1A0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathie Caflisch
75 Pebble Creek Dr.
Lake Zurich, IL 60047



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rick Lambert
1191 High St
Eugene, OR 97401



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angela Kimbro
1919 W 34th St
Vancouver, WA 98660



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Ulibarri
6032 North Oriole Avenue
Chicago, IL 60631



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kay Klinsport
8436 - 91st St No
seminole, FL 33777



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Miller
your street
Dillsburg, PA 17019



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monika Plumb
708 emerald Lane
Carbondale, IL 62901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Harrison
601 - 499 Broughton Street
Vancouver, BC V6G 3K1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Hammill
4 Mackenzie Street
Cockatoo, Victoria, ot Australia



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Arkadij Friedt
Posthiusstr. 29
Germersheim, ot 76726



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tressa Glassman
your street
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ajita Kardon
38 miller ave #260
mill valley, CA 94941



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tory Gregory
Your Street
Las Vegas, NV 89147



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Diamond
 
New York, NY 10128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peter Kahigian
PO Box 6259
Haverhill, MA 01831



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Jumonville
your street
Baton Rouge, LA 70816



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Svetla Ivanova
Your Street
Sofia, BC 0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeanne  Hoover-Kitzman
your street
Ranchos de Taos , NM 87557



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheilagh Creighton
 
Fairfax, CA 94930



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
BONNIE MONROE
222 RUTH STREET
CALUMET CITY, IL 60409



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa van Wijk
812 W181 street
New York, NY 10033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Macchi
1255 N. Gulfstream Ave.;
Sarasota, FL 34236



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veronica Koch
Your Street
Portsmouth, OH 45662



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Webber
10149 Cristobal Dr.
Spring Valley, CA 91977



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Banes PhD
Your Street
Davisburg, MI 48350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Olivia Nilsson
TT Banan 12
Hedemora, ot 77693



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Winicki
12201 Lyndell Plantation
Panama City , FL 32407



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Williams
Your Street
Jamestown, RI 02835



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer O'Leary
1251 Sanchez St
San Francisco, CA 94114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elaine Waldron
9b Clifton Grove
London ,  E8 1DG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Latham
17021 Croom Rd
Brandywine, MD 20613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alberto JosÃ© Ortega SÃ¡nchez
Virgen de los Reyes n 3
JaÃ©n,  23007



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cynthia McCray
1908 Charleston Place Lane
Charlotte, NC 28212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bonnie Page
 
Woburn, MA 1801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Prisclla Trudeau
 
Cambridge, VT 5444



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
June Cattell
200 Pineview Rd
West Columbia, SC 29169



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dixie Gould
 
Greenfield, CA 93927



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Penny Sur
100 Duane St
Redwood City, CA 94062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralph Ezard
Your Street
Rio Vista, CA 94571



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sus Waterman
7348 N 7th Pl
phoenix, AZ 85020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann Coz
825 Cherry Laurel Court
Nashville , TN 37215



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Roger Sadler
29233 Parkcrest Lane
Highland, CA 92346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Walter Loquet
Louis Van Regenmortellei 29
Borsbeek, VA 23320



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Stewart
Your Street
Your City, OR 97405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolina  Camarillo
2820 San Salvador
 laredo, TX 78046



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
G M
111
A, AB 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lorraine Leonelli
690 Persian Dr Spc7
Sunnyvale, CA 94089



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Evelyn Mayo
 
Marietta, GA 30068



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joel Ogonowski
560 George Rd
Toms River, NJ 8753



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Addington
2609 Canterbury
Austin, TX 78702



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
G M
111
A, AB 11111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralph Tobin
1745 Scenery Hill Road
Fort Worth, TX 76103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clifford Provost
140 7th Avenue, Apt 1B
New York, NY 10011



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jimena Frederick
Mallard St
Orange, CA 0000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adelina Jaudal
Greenstreet
Brussel, CO 32



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sam Rushforth
 
Orem, UT 84097



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gabor Petry
914 S Tremont Apt C
Oceanside, CA 92054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Haig
Your Street
Long Beach, CA 90803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott Edwards
2045
River Road West
wasaga beach, ON l9z2w1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Fink
100 Central Ave NE
Chisholm, MN 55719



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Iannuzzi
Your Street
Germantown, MD 20874



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Calais
 
, LA 70501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerald McNellis
 
Batavia, IL 60510



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate O'Hearn
Your Street
St. Leonards on Sea,  TN377PN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Hermann Matamala
Fresia 1380 La Pintana
Santiago De Chile, ot 8820000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Henry
3550 Olentangy Blvd.
Columbus, OH 43214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jason Johnson
2421 west Riley rd.
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Ellison
7508 Hartford Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21234



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mr. Dan Fischbach
1105 Mount Pleasant Way
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
D B
 
Rockford , IL 61114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate O'Hearn
Your Street
St. Leonards on Sea,  TN377PN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fernando Escobar
Mercedes Sur, Heredia.
Cubujuquí. Heredia.
Heredia, NC 83300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elin Defrin
Your Street
Amenia, NY 12501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
chris gordon
36 Meadowside Park
Lingfield, CO 80001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sofie LÃ¸ve Forsberg
begonacf@gmail.com
Bavnevej 19
Lundby, 0 4750



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Scriptunas
Your Street
Chambersburg, PA 17202



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lois Stubley
115 Hildebrand Road
Arthurs Creek
Arthurs Creek,  3099



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Sweetling
22 Robie St.
Halifax, NS b1y2x6



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laurie Marshall
Your Street
Bryan, TX 77807



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dominique Ryba
1593 Jonathon St
Vista, CA 92083



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Devyn Arbogast
1475 Delgany St. Apt. 510
Denver, CO 80207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia G.
loreto
bolzano, ot 39040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Geoff Browne
 
New Milford, NJ 7646



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dan Meier
Your Street
Cedar Falls, IA 50613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Regal Coller
 
Pinckney, MI 48169



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Holsey
 
Wichita, KS 67208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice  Butcher
your street
Alton,  GU34 3NU



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Greg Navarro
266 Lyceum Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia Meredith
103 Woodfield Circle
LaGrange
LaGrange, GA 30240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Ramos
1530 N Refugio Rd
Santa Ynez, CA 93460



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C Collins
41 Merchant St,
Barre, VT 05641



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michele Capra
Your Street
Bronx, NY 10469



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lill-Jeanette Sunde
Skogedalsvegen 12B
kjeller
Brattholmen, ot 5350



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Holly Rankin
11 Park Lane
Texarkana, TX 75503
 
9039085062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Wetteland
4540 Blackhawk Rd.
St. Paul, MN 55122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronald Warren
3041 E Chevy Chase Dr
Glendale, CA 91206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isabelle Marcotte
878 Hibernia
Montreal, QC H3K 2T9



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynda Barondes
212A Opera Drive, PO Box 1141
1645 N Date Apt 110
Bisbee, AZ 85603
 
6471171038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kevin Smith
56 K St, Apt 1
Turners Falls, MA 1376



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynda Barondes
212A Opera Drive, PO Box 1141
1645 N Date Apt 110
Bisbee, AZ 85603
 
6471171038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gayle Warner
your street
Cynthiana, KY 41031



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Billie Ambrose
1134 SE Mt Hood Hwy
GRESHAM, OR 97080



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kyle Johnson
1062 E. Lancaster Ave. Apt. #211
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annette Pedersen
123 S McMullen Booth
Lot 128
Clearwater, FL 33759



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raj Rajkumar
98 Kent Street, Epping, NSW 2121
Epping, Australia, ot 00000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alice Gordon
Your Street
Your City, FL your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Mintz
your street
New York, NY 10021



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annette Hartshorne
2892 Mickelson Pkwy #110
Fitchburg, WI 53711



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
margi sweeton
your street
wichita, KS 67203



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ann McMullen
Your Street
Sandy, UT 84093



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Kendall
105 Saint Paul Dr
Athens, GA 30606



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra  Collins
Kinsale
Cork, ot Na



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra  Collins
Kinsale
Cork, ot Na



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leslie Gould
your street
San Anselmo, CA 94960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ashley Trigg
1508 Park Dr
Gautier, MS 39553
 
2284971812



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Martin Pietruszka
 
Longmont, CO 80504



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lilian Burch
7111 Woodmont Ave
Apt 504
Bethesda, MD 20815



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juli gage-Macdonald
3552 E. Davies Place
Centennial, CO 80122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mandy Devine
Your Street
Alexandria, VA 22310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debora Eblet
Southey close
Sheffield, ot S57lq



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tom Yahnke sr
Your Street
St Louis, MO 63109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maggie Mohseni
2907 Woodstone Court
Coquitlam, BC V3E 2S1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jill Greer
 
Stark City, MO 64866



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration. With Hope that you Protect these precious deep Coral
Gardens for all Time ,
Sincerely , Johanna Ryffel
 
Johanna Ryffel
578 Robinson Road
Sutton, QC J0E 2K0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lou Stammer
490 Forest St
Columbus, OH 43206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
M Sherrow
 
,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Warren
 
Halifax, MA 02338



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Koenig
S. Vaughn Way
aurora, CO 80014



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Affleck
Your Street
Seattle , WA 98136



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cristina Seica
Encosta do Sol
Anadia
Anadia, ot 3780



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Iseman
590 Centre Street
Prescott, ON k0e 1t0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
susan messerschmitt
13r Crescent St
Rochester, NY 14609



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nico Mcafee
8006 Regents Rd
San Diego, CA 97201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Ward
53272 Sylvan Court
Bristol, IN 46507



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Strickland
114-1425 Kingsley
Dorval, QC H9s 1g2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Crosby
1120 Old Fort Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fiona Tibbitt
Your Street
Antingham, ot NR28 0NP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Fowlie
Your Street
Phoenix, AZ 85048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori McMurdy
Your Street
Canonsburg, PA 15317



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ana Silva
Agras do Norte
Aveiro, DC 3800



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
Please have intelligent mercy on the amazing habitat that is the bottom of the ocean. This
is such an important issue. Will we never cease to find new ways to destroy life on this
planet?
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanne Hart
 
Worcester, MA 1602



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michelle Crow
6127 Saint Andrews Drive
mukilteo, WA 98275



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Hurwitz
your street
River Edge, NJ 07661



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel Farina
859, Rue de la Commune, Apt 703
Montreal, QC H2W2H5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melanie Martin
your street
Firth, ID 83236



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Gorlitzz
your street
Cabin John, MD 20818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathyryn Oliver
Your Street
Seattle, WA 98110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheila Merry
Whiteway
Letchworth Garden City, ot SG6 2PP



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Nutt
Your Street
Cedar Park, TX 78613



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Means
250 Will Franklin Road
Thomaston, GA 30286



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nigel Cochran
64c North Street
Bristol, ot BS16 5SG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tony Lentini
2905 Glynn Mill Ct
Snellville, GA 30039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rebekah Laros
South Eliseo
Greenbrae, CA 94904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Avis Segedy
Your Street
Ravenna, OH 44266



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Carey
Grove Street
Heywood, ot OL10 4EE



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fabienne Dye
2343 Ashford Lane
Waldorf, MD 20603



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl Houck
5 Albert Drve
Unit G
Woburn, MA 01801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vince Mendieta
6005 Cherry Creek Dr.
Austin, TX 78745



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan Kohn
your street
Berwyn, PA 19312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Cheche
15802 n 15th way
phoenix, AZ 85022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Gandolfo
Your Street
Ridgewood , NY 11385



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Mindermann
Belle de mai
000
Marseille, AK 13000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Wiebenson
1634 SE Hawthorne Blvd
Apt 212
Portland, OR 97227



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Ouellette
Your Street
Columbus, OH 43212



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katharine Rainbolt
1970 S. Saint Paul St.
Denver, CO 80210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Lilygreen
Y88 pontardawe road
Swansea,  Sa6 5pa



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robyn Koch
Your Street
DeLand, FL 32720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrew Hood
7695 Cook Road
Plain City, OH 43064



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
janet Bartram-Thomas
Crosby
Rich Hill, ON L4C 2R3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phoebe McLeod
your street
Columbia, SC 29205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Leifker
 
Nine Mile Falls, WA 99026



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ralph Richardson
52 Holmley Lane
52 Holmley Lane
Dronfield, ot S18 2HS



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dietrich Bockholt
121B Eighth Avenue
Maylands , ot 6051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alessandra Munno
88 w street
Your City, MA 02186



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bobbi Lempert
Your Street
Paia, HI 96779



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Audrey Elicerio
PO Box 10528
Fairbanks, AK 99710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dan Fotopoulos
304 S. Louis St.
Mount Prospect, IL 60056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sharon Parshall
Your Street
Fall City, WA 98024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Johanna Tunks
185 Excelsior pde
Toronto NSW,  2283



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Viv Cecil
Walls Croft
Bagham Lane
Herstmonceux, ot BN27 4NA



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rachel Keyte
20 Catania Place
Quakers Hill, ot 2763



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Thomas Trescone
13 Ivington Circle
103
Seattle, WA 98121



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gillan Berry
Leighlands Rd
Chelmsford,  CM3 5XN



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
River Algiers
Your Street
Your City, PA your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica Kalistar
251 Lynx Hollow Rd.
Pakenham, ON K0A 2X0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Manning
Your Street
Your City, CO your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Fay Wouk
3849 Birchwood Drive
Boulder, CO 80304



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Howells
Fernwood ave
London, ot Sw161rd



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Hyatt
Your Street
Columbus, OH 43221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maryhellen Segatta
Via delle Mandorle,13 Rome
Pomezia, ot 00040



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ellen Fallon
your street
Carrboro, NC 27510



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Vorse
Eddy County
Carlsbad, NM 88220



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ben Dickson
1/47 Caley Crescent, Narrabundah
A.C.T.
Canberra, ot 2604



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth McCoy
180 Codell Dr.
Apt. 1002
Lexington, KY 40509



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Carlson
45621 306th St
Wakonda, SD 57073



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Marquette
 
monticello, NY 12701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Provenzano
Your Street
Los Angeles, CA 90049



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Beatty
530 Lang Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45244



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Stange
1308 W. 59th St.
La  Grange, IL 60525



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lara Polatas
233 Clover Ct
St Johns, FL 32259



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lea Richardson
17704 Snohomish Ave.
Snohomish, WA 98296



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lea Richardson
17704 Snohomish Ave.
Snohomish, WA 98296



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Parsons
18205 County Rd. 54.2
Aguilar, CO 81020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Agustin Rodriguez
1050 W. Michigan Ave.
Fresno
Fresno, CA 93705



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alison Massa
564 Stone Drive
Novato, CA 94947



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Marinas
45 Teresita Blvd.
San Francisco, CA 94127



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Figge
66126 W. Sandburg Ct.
Tucson, AZ 85743



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Penny Mackenzie
Your Street
Adelaide, ot 5063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
PRUDENCE BROOKS
Your Street
Glendale, AZ 85301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Ann  Platt
 
Brisbane,  4078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elan Phillips
1/6 parr terrace
Auckland, ot 0620



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joyce Mitchell
1526 Brazil Lane
Santa Cruz, CO 95062



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brenda Morris
Your Street
Marlton, NJ 8053



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
n fregin
Your Street
palatine, IL 60078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rodney Sprague
 
,  3226



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cyndi Hunt
your street
Tallahassee, FL 32305



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kate Dylewsky
1510 Clarendon Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Genandt
710 Timothy Ct.
East Dundee, IL 60118-038



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Macnak
1135 Point of the Pines Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80919



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vicki Messier
160 Oleander St
Nokomis, FL 34275



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Juliann Rule
your street
Avon, MN 56310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ignacio Garcia
Guanajuato 1047
Guadalajara, ot 44300



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheryl McKinney
3864 NW 2nd Ct
Deerfield Beach, FL 33442



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kim Petri
16763 E Ashbrook Dr
Fountain Hills, AZ 85268



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Baldasio
4351 Otter St.
Niagara Falls, ON L2E 1G2



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Perks
Your Street
Windsor, OH 44099



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Ann  Platt
 
Brisbane,  4078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Brooks
Your Street
Folsom, CA 95630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marc Santora
Your Street
Takoma Park, MD 20912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lewis Kuhlman
222 Jay Street #211
La Crosse, WI 54601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nina Stoyan-Rosenzweig
5208 SW 81st Dr
Gainesville, FL 32608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Camacho
Your Street
San Antonio, TX 78213



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Johnson
159 South 200 East
Hyde Park, UT 84318



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Toyohara
4241 Woodland Drive
La Mesa, CA 91941



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brad McDonough
Your Street
Woburn, MA 1801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keri bennett
4 Broadgate Walk
valley stream, NY 11580



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Mitchell
846 E.`18th. Ave.
Denver, CO 80218



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana  Ciolli
4872 Westchester
Youngstown , OH 44515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alex Bargibant
Noumea
Noumea, ot 98803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Derbick-Johnson
1930 N. Harlem Ave.
Elmwood Park, IL 60707



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kristine Moy
819 Grosse Pointe Ct
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gerardo Fernandez Baldor
Acapulco
Torrelodones, ot 28250



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Isaac
670 Sycamore Ct.
Livermore, CA 94551



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Termini
648 Millwheel Drive
Merritt Island, FL 32952



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Amy  Squires
4452 N. Winchester Ave.
2
Chicago, IL 60640



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Cannon
1447 Stoney Bottom Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Soledad RoldÃ¡n
Leganitos 9
Madrid, ot 28008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Ann  Platt
 
Brisbane,  4078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
R Brown
Links Drive
Reston, VA 20190



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Martinez
Your Street
Bakersfield , CA 93311



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carol Edwards
10641 North Fork Rd.
Polebridge, MT 59928



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toni McCalley
4082 East Lake Rd
Hamilton, NY 13346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine Smith
Your Street
Blackfalds, AB T0M0J0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
william toner
9 Highland Ave
mcgraw, NY 13101



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
manuela wolter
villareal-Tamarindo
Tamarindo
san-jose, IA 50309



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susanne Hesse
Your Street
Alachua, FL 32615



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rev. Royce Beasley
 
Phoenix, AZ 85042



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Rivera
95 W 95th St.  Apt.24A
New York, NY 10025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Hartley
 
Napa, CA 94558



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
yvette lantz
644 kent ln. apt 71A
myrtle beach, SC 29579



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ivan Duran
 
,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Taggart  Howland
3625 SW Patton Rd
Portland , OR 97221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ray Kalinski
your street
Saint Cloud, FL 34770



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David King
12 McGowan Ave
Preston
Vic, GA 2839824



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Baron
 
Arlington, WA 98223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Wakefield
3054 Highway 20
Newport, OR 97365



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Johnson
3365 South 900 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84106



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Spivey
your street
Thomasville, NC 27360



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leah Hallow
Your Street
Clifton Park, NY 12065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Nelson
5348 111 Ave
Alberta
Edmonton, AB T5W 0K5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karin Nelson
5348 111 Ave
Alberta
Edmonton, AB T5W 0K5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daryia Trego
17212 Andreanoff
Juneau, AK 99801



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cian Dunleavy
your street
Dublin,  D.18



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Don Smith
summer
St Johnsbury, VT 05819



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Evans
PO Box 644
Kemp, TX 75143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Hope
1413 Christy Avenue
Louisville, KY 40204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Carpenter
1108 116t St S
tacoma, WA 98444



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Enos
Your Street
St Augustine, FL 32084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Smedley
6252 Harmony Rd
Preston, MD 21655



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Cano
L
Medellin, ot -----



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miia Suuronen
Muroleenkatu 12 b 28
Tampere, ot 33720



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Nazzaro
10020 Calava Court
Union, KY 41091



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Frullo
55 Beech Street
Westwood, NJ 07675



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corinne Montana-Stack
4247 Clarissa Rd.
Apt. H
Bethpage, NY 11714



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mercy Drake
4704 E Halifax St
Mesa, AZ 85205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Corey Holly
12314 2nd Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maggie Inglis
Almafi Drive
Zilzie, BC 4710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maureen Burke
Your Street
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Cobb-Adams
your street
St. George, UT 84790



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Wordlaw
3004 Allister
Dallas, TX 75229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
George Payerle
Writer/Editor
1167 Cedar Grove Rd.
Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W2
 
604-741-0910



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Wordlaw
3004 Allister
Dallas, TX 75229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pamela Unger
5559 North Meadows Blvd
Columbus, OH 43229



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paula Stevens
your
Orlando, FL 32818



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jessica Robertson
3 Park Street
Richmond , CA 90210



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katrina Shi
19607 Sunset Mdws
San Antonio, TX 78258



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Leona Niedzwiedz
 
, ND 58644



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jane Church
your street
Chapel Hill, NC 27517



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Steve Thompson
153 Gordon Avenue
Camberley, ot GU15 2NR



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Andrea Scauri
Rua Jacapa, 210 VIsta Alegre
Vinhedo, ot 13280000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Matt Johnson
3317 Garfield Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55408



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Sepulveda
458 West Summerfield Circle
Anaheim, CA 92802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kim chavez
your street
aptos, CA 95003



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
A Lotsch
575 West End Ave
New York, NY 10024



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexander Honigsblum
Your Street
Dubuque, IA 52001



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Cottle
987 Ongarue Back Road
RD6
Taumarunui, ot 03996



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gail Roberts
Pmb 70 PO Box A
Tecate, CA 91980



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debbie Baughman
N114W16700 Crown Dr.
#4
Germantown, WI 53022



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katherine Dander
2 hawthorne place
boston, MA 02114



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brandi McCauley
Your Street
Des Moines, IA 50312



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Adam Farrell
16877 84th Avenue
Surrey, BC V4N 4V3



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
DARLENE BLAKE
Your Street
LONGMONT, CO 80501



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Emily Lancaster
95 Renfield St
Guelph, ON N1E 4A5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sanda Barton
4522 W Village Dr
Tampa, FL 33624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ursela Rabe
Xxx
PENN VALLEY, CA 95946



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Duran
17168 Ballinger
Northridge, CA 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
C M
 
Lincoln, CA 95648



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Clayborne
7700 insignia way apt 301
manassas, VA 20109



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Kegler
810 W. 27th St.
San Pedro, CA 90731
 
3104065232



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr. Steven J. Prince
2426 Washington Aly
Eugene, OR 97405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carolyn Andre
3600 N. St. Louis Ave.
Chicago, IL 60618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eva Luursema
Jan Haringstraat
Amsterdam, ot 1056xj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donna Duran
17168 Ballinger
Northridge, CA 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Mason
1547 Market St.
Pottsville, PA 17901



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Erma Lewis
your street
Brooklyn, NY 11204



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara Porter
634 E Inskip Dr, 54
Knoxville, TN 37912



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katie ONeil
your street
Manukau, KS 2103



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alexis Pagoulatos
15 Langtry Ter
Long Branch, NJ 07740



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gisela Zeledon
Your Street
Heredia,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Wienbrauck
your street
Washington, MO 63090



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Veronica Fuqua
311 Dothan Rd
Abbeville, AL 36310



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald Cronin
251 Summer Street
Somerville, MA 02143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Acousy
298 Chemin du Maniron
RÃ©union, ot 97427



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marlon Zmuda
PO Box 527
Cape Fair, MO 65624



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Porter
2134 Hemlock Farms
Lords Valley, PA 18428



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Heckler
5426 Cardeno Dr
La Jolla, CA 92037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn ODonnell
Your Street
Greenfield, NY 12833



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Herreman
 
Casteau,  7061



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Myra Hefner
2551 Cordova Ave
Vero Beach, FL 32960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Irena Franchi
301 174 St 2206
Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raeann Scott
3694 HALVERSTICK RD
Sumas, WA 98295



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sherry Marsh
Your Street
Oceanside, CA 92056



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Morneault
6034gnarledoaksct
Humble, TX 77346



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Douglas Cooke
19 Marine Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Solomon
your street
Haddonfield, NJ 8033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
sheri cutright
87 balearics
st augustine, FL 32086



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Du Toit
 
Auckland,  632



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Grace Storm
Your Street
Your City, FL 33480



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Weavil
10201 Grosvenor Place
Apt 1113
Rockville, MD 20852



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Giese
525 N. Oneida St.
Apt. 409
Appleton, WI 54911



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Donaldson
1548 Croftwood Drive
Melbourne, GA 32935



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Heckler
5426 Cardeno Dr
La Jolla, CA 92037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Duckworth
your street
St. Petersburg, FL 33704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Cynamon
your street
Dewitt, NY 13214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claudia Miranda
221 Morning Glory Drive
Lake Mary, FL 32746



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tay Coban
S. Elm Dr
L.a., CA 90035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tamason Gee
Your Street
Ulladulla,  2539



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cheri Koehler
801 Oak
Shawano, WI 54166



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie Lifton
your street
your city, NY 10960



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Heckler
5426 Cardeno Dr
La Jolla, CA 92037



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pedro Escobedo
Aneto 3 Ático 1
El Prat de Llobregat, ot 8820



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sarah Raite
 
Jamesville , NY 13078



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cornelia Meissner
Hoehenstrasse 36
Adelsdorf, ot 91325



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caitlin Segal-Mains
Your Street
Your City, WA 98902



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your time and for your consideration.
 
Amanda Salvner
119 E Davis Ave
Ann Arbor, MI 48104



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yashasvi List
Queens Court
Hertford,  SG13 8AX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
marilou jung
5 impasse des jonquilles
5
roth hambach, CA 57910



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Poss
4061 N.  wilson
Fresno, CA 93704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Melissa Polick
Mill Valley, 280 Loring Ave
Ca, CA 94941



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Lane
The Hollies
Brackenthwaite Lane
Harrogate, ot HG3 1PQ



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bobbi  Haluska
P.O. Box 416
Veyo , UT 84782



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marcia Mueller
2811 South FIske Street #37
Spokane, WA 99223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mary Benson
4908 old hill rd
Wilmington, DE 19807



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jerry Johnson
 
Mount Pleasant,  2519



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peggy Herzig
Your Street
Bullville, NY 10915



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Delia Carpenter
Your Street
Warminster, ot Ba12 9Qj



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Renae Bowman
 
Greer, SC 29650



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barbara King
POBox 29448
Los Angeles, CA 90029



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Nagler
310 W. Madison St
Spring Green, WI 53588



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anne Ryan
2353 Colfax Terrace
Evanston, IL 60201



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dot Walker
Beeleigh Road
Maldon,  CM9 5QH



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darlene O'Grady
your street
Monroe, WA 98272



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lynn Hadley
527 Hamburg Circle
Clayton, CA 94517
 
925-672-1416



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David  Allara
Your Street
State College, PA 16803



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mayra Acosta
76 Draffin Court
Ottawa, ON k2g5t7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Megan Roemer
2602 6th St.
Boulder, CO 80306



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ronald Smith
your street
Riverside, IL 60546



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Hinshaw
1573 Kirkley Rd.
Columbus, OH 43221



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
lori whitney
 
,  l0g 1v0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Antoinette Bonsignore
12411 NE Totem Lake Way Unit
Kirkland, WA 98034



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Miriam Sanua
788 Finlayson Arm Rd
Victoria, BC V9B 6E5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Malu Mateus
Safferlingstr.3
munich, ot 80634



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Georgie Schaeff
36 Old Hastings Road,
Warkworth, ON K0K3K0



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Payne
 
Albuquerque, NM 87111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Flavio  Averbach
Alameda Campinas
SÃ£o Paulo, ot 65420000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
isabel gouveia
Your Street
vila do conde, ot 4480



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Peggy Ratliff
Your Street
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara Hunt
Waterville
co kerry
Kerry, ot 1000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lori Conley
23 pine st
Easthampton, MA 01027



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Will Roy
Your Street
Oak Park, IL 60302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marsha King
2525 SW Belle Ave
Topeka, KS 66614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Pearce
Kirkholm drive
Matthews, NC 28105



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Penina MacPherson
Mahurangi  west rd
Singapore, ot 426065



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Alexander
 
Snohomish, WA 98290



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
florence gauthier
Les Charrières
trambly, 0 71520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Kelmer
912 Wexler Ct
Virginia Beach , VA 23462



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Anna Heuston
40B Eaton Place
Brighton, BC BN2 1EG



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
pat marino
Your Street
cranbury, NJ 8512



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Clouthier
P.O. Box 596
Green Bay, WI 54302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
steve lowen
11108 E.jimson Loco
scottsdale, AZ 85262



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elijah Hammond
2106 Ken Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Faith Conroy
24900 Paseo del Rancho
Calabasas, CA 91372



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tibor Tankovits
Fiore Ct
North Fort Myers, FL 33903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Gary Farnsworth
2218 Hemlock Blvd
Woodbury, MN 55125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Alan Cassidy
HOMLAWNDRIVE
TALLAGHT
Dublin, GA D24



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Mcclellan
4007 Miami
St Louis, MO 63116



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Allen
 
Miami, FL 33138



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lane E. Page
10361 Sixpence Cir
Columbia, MD 21044
 
410-992-5407



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Malissa Haslam
your street
Santa Fe, NM 87505



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dr, J. Ford
52 Avenue
Calgary, AB T2V0A7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanna Bose
800 S Washington
Alexandria, VA 22314



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jenny Griffin
your street
Dublin, ot N/A



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Boisse
615 Fernglen CT
Colorado Springs, CO 80906
 
7193525547



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kerry Heck
22 fairview Ave
Pequannock, NJ 07440



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lauraine  Wilson
61A Corelli Road
London , ot SE3 8EL



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Claire Russell
W398 N5951 Autumn Woods Dr
Oconomowoc, WI 53066



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Christine Canning
78 Lindsey St
North Attleboro , MA 2760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Bohan
22 Sagamore Cove Road
Branford, CT 06405



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jennifer Smith
1402 Richmond Ave Apt 306
Houston, TX 77006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Ingram
Your Street
Sevierville, TN 37876



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
a kasbarian
blvd
kenilworth, NJ 07033



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kenneth Boyle
501 Sw Diamond Dr Apt 13
Bentonville, AR 72712



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Doug Nelson
111 Pine Way
Broomfield, CO 80020



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Shirey
Your Street
Decatur, AL 35601



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terese Keil
Your Street
Breckenridge, CO 80424



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Toni Marzolf
your street
Albuquerque, NM 87120



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carla Cicchi
POB 907
Placerville, CA 95667



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Wyatt
34 Curry Hill Road
Levittown, PA 19057



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Isis A.
44 Wychcrest Avenue
Toronto, ON M6G3X7



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mike Kiser
626 S Stillaguamish Ave Apt 3
Arlington, WA 98223



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Abdelgadir Balla
1800 Moore Blvd
Davis, CA 95618



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dorothy Blaszkiw
your street
your city, MD 21045



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dmitri Kaminiar
135 Antibes Dr., apt 2603
Toronto, ON M2R 2Z1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Linda Harrell
7449 Hendersonville Hyw
Yemassee, SC 29945



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Petty
 
Bloomington, IL 61704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Aloysius  Wald
523 East Lincoln Avenue
Columbus, OH 43214



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dawn Henri
18131 Langlois Rd E29
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92241



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra L. D. Garab
 
, GA 31904



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
David Scharf
your street
Los Angeles, CA 90039



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vanessa Bäßler
Wolgograder Allee 56
Chemnitz, ot 09123



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jean Conley
Your Street
Your City, ME your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marci Kelley
2261 Blendon 2n
St. Louis, MO 63143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Conner
153 Riggins Boulevard
Woodbury, NJ 08096



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Laura Bailey
Your Street
New York, NY 10012



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Norm Seavey
40 Acadia Rd
40 Acadia Rd
Gardner, TX 78962



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Richard Taecker
6040 Main St.
Mesa, AZ 85205



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marci Kelley
2261 Blendon 2n
St. Louis, MO 63143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Giltner
725 s cove way
Denver, CO 80209



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marci Kelley
2261 Blendon 2n
St. Louis, MO 63143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wayne Lensu
53 Davis Ave
Inwood, NY 11096



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wanda Huelsman
Your Street
Your City, OH 45449



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Annie Brock
Your Street
Your City, WY 82072



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Keith Biles
61 Fiddlewood Lane
Nerang, ot 4211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elisabeth Bogman-Walter
Genkerweg 35
Zutendaal,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catharine Billey
Alcova Drive
Davidsonville , MD 21035



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Scott White
 
Southington, OH 44470



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Enright
6222 E. Avalon Dr
Scottsdale, AZ 85251/7006



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sterling Proffitt
3795 Whitetail Lane
Keswick, VA 22947



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Felicity Crombach
27 Timaru Road
Narraweena, ot 2084



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Judy Mason
your street
Bellevue, WA 98008



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kacie Hillstrom
 
Lodi, CA 95240



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elio Ferrari
Via Martiri Oscuri  22
Milano, MI 20125



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Monica  Hauswald
11516 Manor Road
Glen Arm, MD 21057



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Murphy
Bowers St
LA, CA 90280



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen Kirk
81 Walter Road
Ammanford, ot SA18 2NF



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Cowan
3332 Saddelridge Dr
3332 Saddleridge Dr
St. Charles , MO 63301



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
James Doyle
1781 State Route 105
Aberdeen, WA 98520



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cary Wellman
 
, SD 57013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Katie Stansell
your street
Seattle, WA 98102



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Terry Green
 
, TN 37217



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tracey Eakin
1011 Sheriff's Court
McMurray, PA 15317



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert Nesmith
 
Greenwich, CT 06830



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Vikki Kragiel
106 cowbridge rd west
ely
Cardiff, ot cf5 5bt



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendi Tow
831 Lake Ave N
Delray Beach, FL 33483



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Troy Millhouse
307 W Main St
Fletcher, OH 45326



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
mauricio carvajal
Viento Norte 4018
Santiago, ot 9291583



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marco De Geyter
Belvédèreweg, 145
Gent, ot 9000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nicola Cerato
Your Street
Cittadella, ot 35013



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Janice Haynes
10100 NE Crooked River Dr
Unit 19
Terrebonne, OR 97760



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Eloy RoldÃ¡n
Portillo de Balboa 46
Madrid
Valladolid, ot 47010



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mark Willems
Your Street
Victoria , NY 3977



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tara McWilliams
Your Street
Your City,  your zip c



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Paul Burkhart
16525 W. Sunset Blvd
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Betty Chan
5176 loxley
Richmond hts, OH 44143



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Jung
Your Street
Dallas, TX 75254



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Mcgunagle
1727 E Olympic
Spokane, WA 99207



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sheryl Pierson
71 Silver Street
North granby, CT 06060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Bennett
629 Pinebrok Blvd
New Rochelle, NY 10804



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Darja Cupin
 
Ljubljana,  1000



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Udish Charry
26 rue Singer
Paris, ot 75016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeff LaFlamme
100 Principe de Paz
Santa Fe, NM 87508



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Brent Bobo
100 Nurad Road
Athens, OH 45701



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susan Blount
9730 Covered Wagon Dr
apt. Q
Laurel, MD 20723



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathleen Dutko
409 S Edgehill Avenue
Austintown, OH 44515



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Golembiewski
1311 Walden Ave
Buffalo, NY 14211



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
kevin funderburk
125 Adams Ave
Biloxi, MS 39532



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Cathrine Estar
1233 W. Wheatridge Dr
Tucson, AZ 85704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ruth Cassidy
351 Lake Dora Dr.
West Palm Beach, FL 33417
 
561-727-7453



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Deborah Burkhart
 
, CA 90272



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Kathi Kibbel
your street
Dallas, TX 75208



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Loren Ficca
25 Bolongo
Saint Thomas , VI 00802



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tanya Guba
260  Judith Terrace
Stratford, CT 6614



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Heide Coppotelli
your street
Cedar Mountain, NC 28718



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Zulema Seijas
 
cap fed., AR 1417



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Beverly Rolfsmeyer
4350 Freeland Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19128



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Stephanie Reed
Po Box 548
Oley, PA 19547



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
John Miller
1254 Lakeshore Dr.
Carol Stream, IL 60188



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Daniel E. Chase
your street
Portland, IN 47371



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Natalie Van Leekwijck
4555 SW Main Ave
Beaverton, OR 97005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
KIP CLARKE
Your Street
DELRAY BEACH, FL 33484



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianella Torres
6752 Nw 115 Place
6752 nw 115 place
Doral, FL 33178



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Caroline Miller
6834 4th Ave No
St Petersburg, FL 33710



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jacque Hollis
 
ogden, UT 84403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Helen Edwards
your street
White Hall, IL 62092



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandy J.
2725 Heatter Ave.
New York, NY 10019



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jordan McEvoy
 
Laois,  n/a



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patti Davis
Your Street
Santa Monica, CA 90403



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Karen  Napolitano
Your Street
Hobe sound , FL 33455



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Teresa Kohl
your street
Mokena, IL 60448



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marianne Williams
 
Arlington Heights, IL 60005



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Areti Spiropoulos
 
,  H3S 1T5



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jan Ebersole
26777 Christy Dr
Chesterfield, MI 48051



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sally Casey
140 Lauren Dr.
White House, TN 37188



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Barry Rabichow
435 N Oak Park Ave
Oak Park, IL 60302



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Nancy Johnson
73465 315th
collins, IA 50055



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Luciola Cabral
395, Jacinto Botelho
Edson Queiroz
Fortaleza, ot 60810050



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Raymond Mangin
6871 N. Deone Ln.
Tucson, AZ 85704



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diane Pease
Your Street
Littleton, NH 3561



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marie Weis
248 Shorewood Ct
Fox Island, WA 98333



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robert C. Brixner
 
Oakland, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
G. simmons
Baldwin street
MERIDEN, CT 6451



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Clarisse  Holman
Your Street
Silver spring , MD 20903



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Rosemarie Flint
13 Orchard Lane
Pilgrims Hatch
Brentwood, ot CM15 9RD



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth McCormack
911 Dennis Circle
harrisburg, PA 17111



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Chris Drumright
1434 E. Main St. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Donald  Stedman
your street
Denver, CO 80247



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Patricia Harp
1855 Scenic Dr
Modesto, CA 95355



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Julie  Gandulla
Po Box 232
Bozeman, MT 59771



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Mala Wingerd
7188 Melotte St.
San Diego, CA 92119



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joan Milford
7015 Hudson cemetery
 Mansfield , TX 76063



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lisa Hart
3100 N Meridian Ct
Okkahoma Coty, OK 73122



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Debra Schmitt
37786 N. Lake Vista Terrace
Spring Grove, IL 60081



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Dennis Ober
1833 Upper Rd
Shamokin, PA 17872



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Al Bradley
1055 W. Roosevelt Rd.
Lombard, IL 60608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sophia McAskill
1391 E. Baronet, Palatine, IL
Palatine, IL 60074



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Henry Weinberg
835 Puente Dr.
Santa Barbara, CA 93110



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S R
pob 48739
Los Angeles, CA 90048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
S R
pob 48739
Los Angeles, CA 90048



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elizabeth Forbes
Your Street
Nottingham,  ng2 6jh



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Catherine McNamara
2152 Torchwood Drive
Orlando, FL 32828



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sandra Monard
13, Bd Paul bezin
Cambrai, WY 59400



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Denise Bautz
 
Ringwood, NJ 07456



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yvonne Meier
Bergrothenfelser Strasse 52
Bergrothenfels, ot 97851



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lesley Currie
1952 Valley Oak Drive
Street Address 2
Nanaimo, BC V9R6N1



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Carole Schreiber
24 Twitter Lane
Brevard, NC 28712
 
828-885-2683



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
William Cromwick
29 Hancock St Apt 2
Somerville, MA 02144



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bertha Quijano
7801 Nw 15 Street
Pasto, FL 33166



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Diana Perez de Held
P32
Heidelberg, Deutschland 69117



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
It encourages me that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems and with the council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based
fisheries management promote such protections.
 
I personally specifically beg and plead you to please designate all waters from the
proposed 200-meter depth contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and
each of the defined canyons as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This
restriction should include mid-water trawl gear that has been documented to contact the
sea floor. The highest conservation benefit will be provided by safeguarding waters from
the canyons and this "broad zone" (200 meters and seaward), while allowing current
fisheries access to the areas that they most rely upon.  As the risk of opening up these
sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear types would undermine the document’s objectives,
no new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in Amendment 16. I,
furthermore, to help ensure the plan’s effective implementation on the water, support the
use of new technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems.
 
I beg and plead you to please safeguard these ecological treasures for future generations
and now by establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for
similar protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists
are discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their values to
humans and their importance to other components of ocean ecosystems. Please
implement and pass the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Ian Cruchley
 
Gosport,  PO12 3RY



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Susannah Peel
9 Barnsbury Street
London, ot N11PW



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
ron landskroner
Your Street
oakland, CA 94611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Michael Lombardi
19 Morning Glory Lane
Levittown, PA 19054



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia  Watson
1242 Lilac Pl
Los angeles, CA 90016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Virginia  Watson
1242 Lilac Pl
Los angeles, CA 90016



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Victor Kit
32 Winterberry Ct.
Hunt Valley, MD 21030



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
katerina panagiotopoulou
40 Casterbridge
Dartmouth Close
lo,  w11 1dr



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Phyllis Lager
 
Livermore, CA 94550



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Tameka Murrain
Witherford Way
Bournville
Birmingham, ot B29 4AX



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
elisa elsa harmath
Huergo 471
tigre, DE 1611



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Henrik Schmidt
Your Street
Glostrup,  2600



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Maria Cruz
 
, 



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Pfeiffer
Your Street
Los gatos, CA 95032



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
jon spar
1408 Lobo Ct Ne
alb, NM 87106
 
5052329616



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
roger wiesmeyer
 
Nashville, TN 37206



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jeannie Finlay-Kochanowski
your street
Toledo, OH 43608



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Theodora Manolas
7708 30 Ave
Jackson Heights
East Elmhurst, NY 11370



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Robin lynn
75 West End Ave
New York, NY 10023



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Lee And Sue Scarborough
3
fort davis, TX 79734



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Pat Kittle
321 Dakota Ave.
Santa Cruz, CA 95060



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Wendy Fuersich
4854  Orland Road
Cincinnati, OH 45244



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Shelly Smith
4 Circle Drive Apt C
Tiburon, CA 94920



 Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council
 
Dear Chair Robins and council members:
 
I am encouraged that the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council is taking proactive
steps to protect vulnerable and poorly understood deep-sea coral ecosystems. Such
protections would be in line with the objectives of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Strategic Plan for Deep-Sea Coral and Sponge Ecosystems and with the
council’s recent efforts to advance ecosystem-based fisheries management.
 
Specifically, I urge the council to designate all waters from the proposed 200-meter depth
contour to the edge of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone and each of the defined canyons
as off-limits to all destructive bottom fishing gears. This restriction should include mid-
water trawl gear, which has been documented to contact the sea floor. Safeguarding
waters from this "broad zone"—200 meters and seaward—and the canyons will provide
the highest conservation benefit while allowing current fisheries access to the areas that
they most rely upon. No new exemptions should be permitted beyond those detailed in
Amendment 16, as the risk of opening up these sensitive areas to new fisheries or gear
types would undermine the document’s objectives. Furthermore, I support the use of new
technologies, such as vessel monitoring systems, to help ensure the plan’s effective
implementation on the water.
 
I urge you to safeguard these ecological treasures now and for future generations by
establishing a strong and enduring plan that would serve as an example for similar
protections in New England and around the country and the world, where scientists are
discovering extensive, beautiful, and previously unknown deep-sea coral gardens.
 
We are only beginning to learn about these biological communities and their importance to
other components of ocean ecosystems, as well as their values to humans. Please pass
and implement the strongest possible management measures in Amendment 16.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Angelika Eberl
Crissolo 17
Turin, NY 10138


